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Wirli Slilili 

KEEP YOUR CAR IN TIP rap CONDITION! 


See feature on 
pages 23-25 




Pupils at 
Peterston-super- 
Ely Primary 
School packed and 
wrapped shoebox¬ 
es for children in 
Eastern Europe, 
and they were busy 
on other charitable 
projects, too! 

See page 22 for 
details (and more 
photographs by 
IAN DIXON) 





Designs to dazzle... 



► Extension Nails 

► Acryllic or Gel 

► Manicure 

► Shellac 


Village looks to the future 
-10 years after bus crash 


Report 

by 

PHILIP 

IRWIN 


THE village of Ystradowen was look¬ 
ing to the future on Monday night, 
when they gathered for a moving cer¬ 
emony with a dual purpose. 

It was the 10th anniversary of the school 


bus crash when 12-year-old Stuart 
Cunningham-Jones tragically died, and it 
was the 10th occasion that the village had lit 
up a Christmas tree on the village green, in 
memory of Stuart. 


The villagers had also, over the last 10 
years, thrown themselves into campaigning 
for improved safety on school buses - under 
the banner of ‘Stuart’s Campaign’. 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 
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MACHINES COOKERS TUMBLE DRYERS 


► Glitter Nail Art 

► Pedicure Spa 

Gift Vouchers too - a perferA solution! 

01446 621462 
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Unit 2 Bank House, East Street 
LLANTWIT MAJOR CF61 1XY 

Open Monday-Wednesday 9.30am - 6pm 
Thursday & Friday 10am-7pm 
Saturday 9.30am - 6pm 
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The question is: 

‘Were XFOR 
fines actually 
paid in Vale?' 


O NE notes 

with interest 
in a recent 
GEM that XFOR 
‘officers’ issued 60 
fixed penalty 
notices in the Vale, 
during the week 
commencing 
November 12. 

On the face of it, this 
looks like a rather com¬ 
mendable achievement, 
but one has to wonder 
about the gap that often 
exists between the intent 
and the execution. 

In other words, can 
we please be informed 
as to the number of fines 

Family 
out by 
Cardiff 

W E have 

been read¬ 
ing letters 
in The GEM and 
have followed the 
debate on the the 
demise of Cardiff 
Airport. 

We live in Cowbridge 
and it is so disappoint¬ 
ing when we ourselves 
are often unable to fly 
from our local 
airport,usually due to 
lack of choice and avail¬ 
ability. 

We were pleased, 
therefore, that our niece, 
French husband and 
their two 11 and 12- 
year-old children were 
coming to stay for a 
week at the end of April 
next year. 


Thank you good 
Samaritans... 


I WOULD like to 
say a very belat¬ 
ed thank you to 
some very kind 
people, who helped 
me when I fell in 
Eagleswell Road 
and broke my 
wrist. 

There was the young 
lady who stopped her car 
and helped me into my 
house, and a young man 
on a bike who picked me 
up, and also my watch 
etc. 

I think a black car 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446)710096 



actually being paid and 
the sum total collected 
during the period men¬ 
tioned? 

In fact, it would be 
very useful if officials 
could inform those fund¬ 
ing this scheme (presum¬ 
ably taxpayers) of the 
total of the fines collect¬ 
ed since the inception of 
the scheme. 

Only then will we be 
able to make a balanced 
judgment about the mer¬ 
its of the scheme and see 
whether the notices so 
far given to the press are 
viable. 

Mac Tanner, 

Barry. 

priced 
fares to 
Airport 

We were then very 
disappointed, particular¬ 
ly for them, when we 
learnt that they were fly¬ 
ing into Bristol Airport. 

The total cost of fly¬ 
ing into Bristol, even 
taking into account the 
extra car fuel cost and 
bridge tolls, is around 
half of the cost into 
Cardiff. 

What hope is there 
for scheduled flights 
from Cardiff with these 
high fares? 

Its only saviour could 
be the couple of tour 
operators that still fly 
from Cardiff, such as 
Thomson. 

Let us hope that they 
do not pull the plug as 
well! 

Val and Tom Fairhurst, 
Cowbridge. 


IMPORTANT! We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail 
LETTERS AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE FULLADDRESSANDA CONTACT TELE¬ 

PHONE NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protecta writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep your 
letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 
Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7E OR email gemeditorial@tindlenews. co.uk 


"New settlement at 
Llandow would be 
a winner all round’ 


stopped too. The young 
lady also called later in 
the week to see if I was 
alright. 

A letter was written at 
the time, but as I am 
right handed, a friend 
wrote it and forgot to 
add my address and 
phone number. 

Once again a very big 
thank you, and happy 
Christmas to them both, 
and also to all my fan¬ 
tastic friends who looked 
after me. 

J Thomas, 

Llantwit Major. 


W ITH 

regard to 
the LDP, I 
note that the 
Labour-led admin¬ 
istration (at the 
Vale Council) 
intends producing a 
revised deposit 
LDP. 

However, the commit¬ 
tee report states that the 
strategy on which the 
deposit plan will be 
based is sound and will 
remain unchanged. 

I therefore find it dif¬ 
ficult to understand how 
the council will be able 
to address the concerns 
of the 4,700 objections 
to the LDP, most of 
which were to the allo¬ 
cations in the plan. 

There is no doubt the 
problem with the LDP is 
that the strategy on 
which it is based is 
flawed, and if there are 
no changes to the strate¬ 
gy then the revised 
deposit plan will equally 
be flawed. 

The LDP defines 
Llantwit Major and 
Cowbridge as services 
centres, which are to act 
as focus points for 
growth, so it is 
inevitable that the 
revised deposit LDP will 
also contain new alloca¬ 
tions in Llantwit Major 
and Cowbridge. 

The LDP is also 
actively encouraging 
new development in the 
small villages of the 
rural Vale, by not only 
removing their settle¬ 


ment boundaries, but 
making a large alloca¬ 
tion in villages such 
Wick and Ystradowen. 
This strategy is diametri¬ 
cally opposed to the 
strategy of the UDP. 

The council are not 
considering that the 
UDP recognises that 
Llantwit Major and 
Cowbridge are at capaci¬ 
ty and that the allocation 
of any further land for 
residential use would 
adversely affect their 
setting and character, 
and would therefore be 
contrary to the aims and 
objectives of Planning 
Policy Wales. 

The council are also 
ignoring the UDP policy 
of protecting the charac¬ 
ter and integrity of the 
minor villages in the 
rural Vale by scrapping 
village boundaries in the 
LDP. 

The UDP was adopted 
in 2005 and judged to be 
sound and in accordance 
with national planning 
guidance - what’s 
changed since then? 

The LDP strategy pro¬ 
poses fundamental 
changes to the adopted 
UDP strategy which 
were considered to be 
sound by Welsh 
Government and the 
Planning Inspector by 
allocating sites in 
Llantwit Major and 
Cowbridge and the 
minor villages. 

In order to accommo¬ 
date the necessary 
growth, I cannot under¬ 
stand why the council 
has ruled out the inclu- 


Speaking plain 
English on LDP 


C OUN Robert 
Bertin must 
have difficul¬ 
ty in understanding 
plain English 
(GEM letters, 
November 29). 

As he himself notes 
in his letter, the Labour 
party’s advert during the 
election campaign says 
the Deposit Local 
Development Plan 
(LDP) will be 
‘scrapped’; my previous 
letter to the local press 
said ‘pulped’ and an ‘ex- 
LDP’. 

The recent report to 
cabinet on the LDP rec¬ 
ommends that: ‘the 
Deposit LDP ... is not 
progressed’ and that 
‘work commences on a 
replacement Deposit 


sion of the proposals for 
the re-development of 
the Llandow Airfield 
site. 

The UDP Planning 
Inspector stated that the 
site should be reviewed 
and that it was a brown 
field site that was devel¬ 
oped in a piecemeal way 
which would benefit 
from a well-designed 
comprehensive develop¬ 
ment. 

When this matter was 
considered by the coun¬ 
cil’s own independent 
advisors, they concluded 
that the inclusion of 
Llandow Newydd would 
be the most sustainable 
option. However, the 
officers of the council 
did not agree with the 
UDP Inspector or their 
independent advisors, 
and subsequently ruled 
out the inclusion of 
Llandow Newydd. 

As a long-standing 
resident of Llantwit and 
knowing the area well, 
my conclusion is that it 
is a sustainable option. 

It would provide 
housing and employ¬ 
ment development in a 
mixed-use conununity 
with new schools and 
conununity facilities 
adjacent to a railway 
line with a new station. 

I also note that the 
sustainability credentials 
of the scheme have 


recently been recognised 
by the Friends of the 
Earth. It is obvious to 
me that the solution to 
the dilemma of accom¬ 
modating growth in the 
Vale is to allocate 
Llandow as a new settle¬ 
ment. 

This would allow the 
established principles of 
the UDP to be retained - 
the protection of 
Llantwit Major and 
Cowbridge from new 
residential development 
and protect the integrity 
and character of the 
existing villages in the 
rural Vale. 

The proposals will 
also provide for the pro¬ 
vision of the Llyswomey 
Bypass and improve¬ 
ments to the road from 
Llantwit Major all the 
way up to Pentre 
Meyrick, thereby provid¬ 
ing a much better and 
safer western access into 
the Vale. 

The unfortunate thing 
is that deciding to pro¬ 
duce a new deposit plan 
without changing the 
strategy will not allow 
for the obvious solution 
to the problems of the 
Vale to be included. 

Come on, members, 
grasp the nettle, devel¬ 
opment at Llandow is a 
winner all round. 

James Meredith, 
Llantwit Major. 


Wait for treatment 


LDP’. 

The words or phrases 
‘scrapped’, ‘pulped’, 

‘not progressed’, 
‘replacement’ have much 
the same meaning (but 
are phrased differently 
for different types of 
documents). 

The words demon¬ 
strate consistency 
through the entire 
process, from election to 
current position; and 
when we’ve gotten 
through the necessary 
process, so will the 
deeds. 

Certainly an apology 
is needed but it should 
be from Mr Bertin for 
his misinformation and 
his own ‘unconvincing 
spin’. 

Coun John Drysdale, 
Peterston super Ely. 


I RECENTLY met a 
former colleague 
who has been 
working for 35 years, 
paid all his taxes and 
insurance and never 
claimed a penny in 
benefits, apart from 
child benefit. 

His partner of 30 
years has also been in 
regular employment for 
the past 25 years and 
also paid her share of 
taxes and insurance. 

However, sadly, his 
partner has now had to 
go on the sick due to a 
severe knee problem. 
They were informed that 
an MRI scan was needed 
but there was at least a 
six month waiting list on 
the NHS. Bearing in 
mind his partner doesn’t 
get sick pay, he was at 
his wits end wondering 
what to do. 

He decided to pay for 
an MRI scan which cost 
nearly £300, this showed 
an operation was neces¬ 
sary, but there is at least 
another four month wait 


on the NHS. He has 
now decided that he can¬ 
not sit and watch his 
partner suffer any more 
pain, and has arranged 
an operation which he 
will fund from his own 
savings. 

We know doctors and 
nurses do a wonderful 
job and cannot be 
blamed for what I would 
call criminal negligence 
by politicians,and senior 
NHS management. 

Don’t let the politi¬ 
cians in Westminster or 
Cardiff tell me they are 
not cutting money from 
the NHS, because they 
are. 

It really is immoral 
that we are paying into a 
system yet we cannot get 
the treatment when we 
need it. 

Politicians need to 
wake up to what’s hap¬ 
pening and stop worry¬ 
ing about their expense 
accounts. 

D J Radford, 

Barry. 


'Bombs fell in 
our farm fields" 


I N response to 
Dr Kemble’s let¬ 
ter in The GEM 
recently, I have 
some information 
which is of interest. 

In St Donats church¬ 
yard there is a grave, the 
headstone of which 
records: “Alaister Wray 
(Major) of the 2nd Bn, 
Princess Louise’s 
Kensington Regt. 
30.01.43; aged 33 
years.” 

There is a similar 
entry in the Church 
Records. 

Local tradition has it 
that he was killed in the 
castle ground by a bomb 
jettisoned by a fleeing 
Heinkel bomber pursued 
by a Spitfire, having not 
found its target, presum¬ 
ably at St Athan or 
Llandow. 


Our story is that the 
‘Spit’ was piloted by the 
major’s brother-in-law. 

Two other bombs fell, 
in a line in a field on our 
farm, to the west 
towards Nash Point 
Lighthouse. 

I had the job as a 13- 
year-old schoolboy of 
‘picking and hauling off’ 
several barrow loads of 
stones from the craters. 

The craters showed up 
in the crops for 20 years 
or more, even after the 
ground had been lev¬ 
elled! 

The barrows needed 
two of us to wheel - one 
on the handles and the 
other with a rope at the 
front! 

I hope this informa¬ 
tion is of use. 

John Morgan, 

St Athan. 


Time for a change? 

T he article headed ‘Are Barry’s 
historic clocks out of time?’ (The 
GEM, page 3, November 22) has a 
historical precedent. 

During the dark days of World War Two, former 
Barry resident Lord Haw Haw, a member of the 
BUF (British Union of Fascists - the ‘Black 
Shirts’) included in one of his broadcasts from 
Berlin a reference to our Town Hall clock. 

He had noted that one face gave a different time 
to another and used this fact, acquired when he 
lived in Newland Street, to validate other, less 
truthful, claims. 

Subsequently, of course, he was hung for trea¬ 
son. I am not advocating this solution for the 
unnamed contractor responsible for the incorrect 
time shown on the Town Hall and Dock Offices 
clocks! 

If, however, that other old clock, ‘Big Ben,’ can 
give the correct time, then perhaps the Vale Council 
should make a change, rather than accept the status 
quo. 

Christopher Short, 

Barry. 

POPPY APPEAL 


‘thank you’ 


W ELL done to all the organisations 
and residents of Llantwit Major 
and the surrounding villages, for 
the fantastic response to our annual Poppy 
Appeal. 

Between us all, we raised £5,261.11, which is 
really excellent in these austere times. 

A special thanks go to the staff at Barclays Bank 
pic, Llantwit Major, for once again taking in all the 
boxes and doing the counting - we really appreciat¬ 
ed it! 

Thank you. 

Maureen Geary-Andrews, 
branch secretary/treasurer. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL DECEMBER 13) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

06 Thur 

10.57 

8.1 

23.31 

7.9 

07 Fri 

11.57 

8.1 



08 Sat 

00.39 

8.0 

13.01 

8.1 

09 Sun 

01.52 

8.2 

14.21 

8.4 

10 Mon 

02.53 

8.5 

15.26 

8.8 

11 Tues 

03.56 

9.1 

16.19 

9.4 

12 Wed 

04.57 

9.6 

17.21 

9.8 

13 Thur 

05.49 

10.1 

18.14 

10.2 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could he cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 


E-Mail Contacts: gemeditorial@tindlenews,co,uk • gemsales@tindlenews,co,uk • Tel 01446 774484 
Published by: Glamorgan GEM Ltd., 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge. Cr71 7EL. Printed by NWN Ltd. 


fx^boak 


I wvvw.facebookconri/glamorgangem 
vvww.twitter.com/gem news 







































Thursday, December 6th, 2012 _ www.facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem_news _c_ THE GEM - 3 


Sigingstone’s Mali new 
voice of Welsh language 

\Teenager to teach children their first words - with help of BB Bear! 



ABOVE; Mali Thomas with BB Bear. 



COMMUNIIT 

NEWS 

TKEOES, LLANGAN 
&STMAKYHILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “Tynewydd”, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


Llangan 

School 

ON December 11, 
Christmas concert 
(F/PH in after¬ 
noon); Class 2 in 
evening. 

On December 12, 
Christmas concert (Class 
2 in afternoon, F/PH in 
early evening; on 
December 20, PTA event 
- Christmas disco; on 
December 21, end of 
autumn term. Please call 
school for confirmation. 

Festive lunch 

Young at Heart Club 
members will travel to 
Porthcawl for their 
annual festive lunch 
today, Thursday 

(December 6). The club 
reopens early in 
January. 

Family service 

SARON Chapel, 
Treoes, will hold a fam¬ 
ily service on Sunday, 
December 9 at 3pm 
when local children 


will entertain. 

Following the service, 
the children will go 
along to the Treoes 
Community Hall for a 
Christmas tea party, 
games and entertain¬ 
ment. Father Christmas 
will arrive with a sackful 
of goodies! 

Table top sale 

THE recently held 
table top sale in the 
Treoes Community 
Hall raised about £300 
which will benefit 
Saron Chapel. A big 
thank you from 
Friends of Saron to all 
for their support. 

Apology 

I MUST apologise for 
my lack of news over the 
past two weeks, due to 
being confined to my 
home and feeling utterly 
dreadful - and being 
unable to converse on 
the phone, as I resemble 
a frog! 


Charity film 
screening 


LLANCARFAN 
Community 
Cinema is hosting a 
performance of We 
Bought a Zoo (PG) 
this Christmas to 
raise funds for local 
charities. 

The volunteer-run 
film club, which holds 
monthly screenings in 
Llancarfan Village Hall, 
is hoping to attract a sell¬ 
out audience for this 
family-friendly perform¬ 
ance at 4pm on 
December 15. 

It follows the story of 
a young widower (Matt 
Damon) as he begins a 
new life with his chil¬ 
dren in a rundown 
house... with a zoo 
attached. Scarlett 

Johansson supplies 


romantic interest, and 
the film was inspired by 
a remarkable true story. 

Mulled wine, mince 
pies and a selection of 
ice cream and luxury 
sorbets will be on offer, 
along with a chocolate 
fountain. All profit from 
the screening and 
refreshments will be 
donated to two local 
charities, Cerys Potter 
Foundation and Dreams 
& Wishes. 

Tickets (£4.50 for non 
members, £3 for mem¬ 
bers) are available by 
emailing llancar- 

fancine@gmail.com or 
call 01446 781 144. Full 
details are available on 
the web site: http://llan- 
carfancommunitycine- 
ma.wordpress.corn/ 


A SIGINGSTONE 
girl is set to teach 
youngsters their 
first Welsh words 
after becoming the 
voice of the world’s 
first Welsh-lan- 
guage teddybear - 
BB (BabogBaby) 
Bear. 

Mali Thomas (13), a 
pupil at Ysgol Gyfyn 
Bro Morgannwg in 
Barry, was chosen by 
the bear’s designer - 
Ireland-based film pro¬ 
ducer and toy creator 
Adrian Devane - after 
he met Mali’s father, 
scriptwriter Gert 
Thomas, while they 
were based in Galway 
as he worked on an 
Irish-language soap, 
their equivalent to Pobol 
y Cwm. 

Mali said of the 
recording experience in 
early 2010: “I loved 
recording BB’s voice, it 
was great fun. I had to 
say numbers, shapes 
and colours in Welsh.” 

While in Ireland, 

Mali and her younger 
brother and sister, Wil 
and Ffion, became flu¬ 
ent in Irish, and as 
someone who had to 
adapt to speaking and 
being educated in anoth¬ 
er language, Mali thinks 
BB Bear will be a big 
help to children learning 
Welsh. 

She added: “It sound¬ 
ed fun, so I got 
involved. I went to a 
recording studio and 
had to sit in a booth 
with headphones on and 
a net in front of me. I 
was told what to say 
and how to say it.” 


by LEIGH 
GRUFFYDD 
SANDERS 


Creator Adrian and 
his wife spent time liv¬ 
ing in Cardiff, so after 
the success of his origi¬ 
nal Irish-speaking bear 
decided to work on a 
model for Wales. 

He heard there was a 
Welshman working next 
door so inquired as to 
whether Gert had any 
Welsh-speaking children 
when they met at a writ¬ 
ing workshop. He want¬ 
ed a girl’s voice, and 
Mali was the perfect fit. 

She speaks Welsh, 
English and Irish fluent¬ 
ly, learns French in 
school, and also speaks 
a smidgen of Italian, 
and continued: “I had 
seen the Irish-language 
bear and thought it was 
quite cool. I thought it 
would be cool to have 
my voice in a bear. I 
sounded different, more 
Welsh. 

“My friends say their 
little brothers and sisters 
would like it, and they 
all love hearing my 
voice. My brother and 
sister also think it’s 
quite funny.” 

Last Saturday 
(November 1) the bear 
had its official launch at 
Smyths Toys Superstore 
in Leckwith, Cardiff, for 
which Mali was in 
attendance. 

She said: “There was 
a whole shelf full of the 
teddies and we were 
there to give informa¬ 
tion on the bear. Lots of 
people thought it was 
cool and even English 


speakers were interest¬ 
ed.” 

Mum Jo added: “One 
Welsh teacher looked at 
it and said T’m having 
that!’ 

“It was a very proud 
day, we were very proud 
of Mali to have done it. 
It’s great she still spoke 
Welsh in Ireland and 
has embraced it again 
now we’ve moved back. 

“ It was a bit of a sur¬ 
real experience living in 
Ireland, speaking Irish, 
but involved in a Welsh 
project. 

“Mali was keen to 
inspire other children to 
learn Welsh, and now 
we have a little bit of 
Mali every time we 
want to hear her. It will 
be nice if BB Bear can 
be a part of Welsh chil¬ 
dren’s growing up for 
years to come.” 

Lather Gert said: 
“Mali’s Welsh has 
always been fantastic, 
but her teachers have 
commented on how well 
she’s readjusted since 
we came back. 


“We conversed in 
Welsh together over in 
Ireland, and all three 
children became fluent 
in Irish. 

“We’ve always been 
welcoming to them 
experimenting with and 
embracing languages.” 

Adrian says of the 
educational toy: “BB 
Bear is suitable from six 
months old and it says 
33 different words in 
Welsh including num¬ 
bers, colours and 
shapes. 

There are no lights, 
music or hard parts, just 
pure cuddles and fun 
learning.” 


Peterston fun day 
has a Santa theme 


A VALE village is 
staging a communi¬ 
ty charity sports 
event - with a 
Christmas theme - 
and local families 
are invited to come 
along. 

On Saturday after¬ 
noon, December 15, in 


PENLLYN Bridge 
club results for 
November were as 
follows: 

Thursday, November 8, 
llpairs - first Colin & 
Judith Nunn 69.72%; 
second Margaret & 
Hugh Thomas 57%; 
third John Lord & Joe 
Ilsley 56.11%. 

Thursday, 
November 15 - hall 
closed for elections. 

Thursday, November 
22, 17 pairs - first Julie 
Evans & Barbara 
Easterbrook 59.42%; 
second John Lord & Joe 


the Wyndham Park area 
of Peterston-super-Ely, 
the villagers are organ¬ 
ising a series of ‘Santa 
Pun Runs’. 

There will be a ‘pram 
pursuit’ - and contest¬ 
ants must have a child 
or baby in the pram! 

The event aims to 
raise funds for a new 
play park in the village. 


Ilsley 55.42%; third: 
Colin & Judith Nunn 
54.22%. 

Thursday, November 
29, 8th round of the 
Robert Brown Cup, 22 
pairs - first 

Colin Easterbrook & 
David Stephenson 

67.73%; second: Mary 
& Keith Price 56.82%; 
third: Ian Dunglinson & 
Joyce Holloway 56.59%. 

A reminder to all 
club members that the 
Christmas party will be 
held on December 13. 

CN 


Spokesman Gareth 
Hardman said: “The 
runs will be a light¬ 
hearted way of celebrat¬ 
ing the coming of the 
Christmas holiday, with 
races for mums and 
dads, grans and 
grandads, dog owners 
and kids alike. 

“It all starts at 2pm 
sharp, and we are 
encouraging runners to 
come in their best 
Christmas outfits. 

“The judges will be 
awarding prizes for best 
dressed, along with 
medals for all who take 
part. Spectators will be 
well catered for from 
the sidelines with food, 
drink (mulled wine 
included) and sweet 
stalls.” 

Entry fees are £10 
per family, or £3 per 
person. Eor further 
details see the Eacebook 
event site at 
http.V/www.facebook. co 
m/events/371893236231 
847/ or e-mail peter- 
stonplaystation @ gmail. 
com 


Penllyn Bridge 
club results 


Council commits 
£1,000 to make 
allotments safer 



CO WBRIDGE with 
Llanblethian Town Council is 
to spend just over £1,000 on 
improvements to Cae Rex 
allotments. 

After two companies tendered for 
the work, the council has approved 
a sum of £1,081 to provide a proper¬ 
ly constructed ‘slabbed area’ in 
front of the allotment sheds. 

A galvanised hand rail is to be fit¬ 
ted as well. The leisure and ameni¬ 
ties committee of the council was 


told that it was a health and safety 
issue, because the area in front of 
the sheds had become slippery. 

The secretary of the Cae Rex 
Allotment Society, Graham Agar, 
told The GEM: “The problem was 
that this area of the allotments was 
built on a slope, and the situation 
has been causing concern for some 
time. 

“A number of tenants have 
slipped, and one member fell over 
twice in the recent past.” 



Complex play brings 
sell-out audience 
despite the weather! 

THE Cowbridge 
Market Theatre 
staged three per¬ 
formances of J B 
Priestley’s 
Dangerous Corner 
on November 22-24, 
performed by mem¬ 
bers of the 
Cowbridge 
Amateur Dramatic 
Society (CADS). 

Seats sold out on the 
first night and very near¬ 
ly on Friday and 
Saturday, making it one 
of CADS’s most success¬ 
ful plays in recent years. 

This was especially 
impressive considering 
appalling weather condi¬ 
tions. The director was 
Brenda Grove. 

Review by 
Colwyn Treharne 
Jones: 

FROM the point of view 
of a regular CADS 
patron, this must be one 
of their best productions 
in recent years. 

It is a complex play 
and an interesting 
choice, being one of J B 
Priestley’s ‘Time Plays,’ 
here following the circle 
of time among a group of 
close friends and busi¬ 
ness colleagues in the 
early 1930s. 

After an apparently 
amicable dinner party, a 
chance remark awakens 
‘the sleeping dog’ of 
truth and triggers a cas¬ 
cade of revelations which 
undermines all their pre¬ 
viously accepted bonds 
and makes for an 
ambiguous ending. 

The dialogue was 
sharp and clever and 
kept the audience 
absorbed after a slow 


Chris Bowen (left) as Charles Stanton and 
Andy Cragg as Gordon Whitehous, 
pictured during dress rehearsal. 

start on the opening With such talent avail- 
night, largely due to the able both on stage and 
distraction of rain on the behind the scenes, CADS 
roof of the Market promises to continue 
Theatre. Audibility going from strength to 
improved when the rain strength, 
stopped and the cast Market Theatre 

gained confidence. Christmas Show: 

The actors were well Market Theatre will host 
cast and kept the momen- a Christmas production 
turn going throughout as of The Wind In The 
the intrigue gradually Willows by the Rain Or 
built up. The set was in Shine Theatre 

keeping with the period Company, for one night 
and was used to full only on Thursday, 
advantage by the direc- December 20, at 6.30pm. 
tor. Tickets £10 each or 

There were some out- £25 for a family of four, 
standing performances Telephone 01446 772732 
among the cast, particu- to make a booking or for 
larly including new mem- further information, 
bers making their debuts. 


Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home! 
Typically £10.50 per hour inc. ,^2 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 
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Cowbridge churches 
focus on the true 


Christmas message 



Zoe, dressed as Mary with the baby Jesus, 
pictured at the close of the parade. 


Llanblethian’s 
Santa’s grotto 

A SANTA’S grotto, organised by the 
Llanblethian Community Group, will be in 
the Cross Inn on December 23, from 
4.15pm to 5.30pm. This time is slightly 
amended from the time printed in last 
week’s GEM. 


ONCE again, 
churches in 

Cowbridge joined 
the reindeer parade 
to remind people 
about the true 
meaning of 

Christmas. 

Spokeswoman 
Rosemary Samuel said 
that this year, the group 
had decided to unveil a 
new banner. 

She said: “It was for¬ 
tunate that a jewellery 
designer from the 
Cayman Islands hap¬ 
pened to be visiting, just 
when Churches Together 
in Cowbridge and 
District needed to design 
new banners for the 
Nativity section of the 
Reindeer parade. 

“With just a few hours 
to go before the printer’s 
deadline for the artwork, 
Peter Davey sat down 
with water colours and 
brushes to depict Mary 
and Joseph in the stable 
with their newborn child, 
this being the loving 
heart of Christmas, and 
the origin of our family 
gatherings and gift giv¬ 
ing at Christmas. 

“The two donkeys 
from Carmarthen, well 


known and loved in 
Cowbridge, Polo and 
Jacob, led the Nativity 
section, with the children 
dressed in costume fol¬ 
lowing. 

“When Polo was a lot 
younger, he had great 
difficulty going through 
the arch into the gardens 
at the United Free 
Church, where the chil¬ 
dren gather before join¬ 
ing the Reindeer and 
elves and seeing Father 
Christmas. 

“Churches Together 
wish you all a very joy¬ 
ful Christmas, which 
will be particularly spe¬ 
cial to those families 
with their first newborn 
baby.” 

The final event 
Churches Together is 
organising is ‘Carols in 
the Castle’, on Friday, 
December 21, with the 
RAF St Athan Band. 

Meet in the cattle 
market, Cowbridge, at 
6.15pm and bring a 
torch or lantern and 
wear robust footwear, as 
we will be walking 
across the Three Fields 
to St Quentin’s Castle. 

GEM NOTE: See 
page 6 for more photo¬ 
graphs. 


Christmas tree ceremony lets 
Ystradowen villagers take 
stock, and look to the future 

RIGHT: 

Chris Howard 
made a short but 
moving speech before 
the villagers sang 
Christmas carols 
and lit up the tree. 

(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

Chris Howard, the 
chairman of Stuart’s 
Campaign, was looking 
very much to the future 
when he spoke to the 
large crowd that had 
turned out on a cold 
night. 

He told the villagers 
that in future years, it 
was hoped that this 

would become a commu- jjQ^ard praised the sup- 2002. At the ceremony There was no noise - 
nity event, and that m the port that each had given was last year’s Mayor of except that every few 
Campaign ovcr the Cowbridge with rninutes a mobile phone 

w3lown lastlOyears^ Llanblethian. Andy pLnts 

wound dowm pjg everyone Banks, but he was there .HpH tn rparh thpiV rhdH 

He said that the cam- ,^6 village could became in 2002 he was , 

paign had succeeded in remember that day, and still a servinu firefiuhter to ^ they were safe, 
manv nf its arms ann _ i_ ° ^ 

His crew, based m 
Cowbridge, were first on 



SCHOOL MUSICIANS JOIN 
TOWN CHOIR IN CONCERT 



Cowbridge Comprehensive School music group at Holy Cross church. 


SNOWMEN 
MADE OF 
MARZIPAN! 


WE hope it’s not a 
premonition of things 
to come, but members 
of the Cowbridge 
Friendship Club at 
their November meet¬ 
ing were building 
snowmen - luckily, 
they were of the 
marzipan variety and 
not snow. 

Everyone was busy 
making their own ver¬ 
sion from small to 
large, even some with a 
French flavour, with a 
red bobble on their 
black berets - but oth¬ 
ers had the more tradi¬ 
tional top hats. 

A very enjoyable 
afternoon was followed 
by the usual tea and 


cakes. 

There will be no 
meeting this month, as 
members will be attend¬ 
ing a Christmas party 
run by the Age Concern 
Good Neighbour 
Scheme in Llantwit 
Major. 

However, the club 
will be holding the 
usual meeting in the 
New Year (on Thursday, 
January 31). 

We always have a 
variety of activities at 
our meetings, so if you 
or anyone you know, 
would like to join our 
Friendship Club, where 
transport is provided, 
please telephone 01656 
668446. PS 


Cowbridge 
{the horse) 
is fit again! 


IT was in 2010 that 
The GEM reported 
that the town of 
Cowbridge had 
been given the hon¬ 
our of having a 
racehorse named 
after it. 

Well, it has been a 
quiet year for 
Cowbridge, after it 
was discovered (on 
Christmas Day 2011) 
that the horse had 
sustained a nasty ten¬ 
don injury. 

Now, after almost a 
full year of rehab and 
still only six years old, 
his trainer, Peter 
Pritchard, and owners 
Victoria Pryor and 
Collin White of 


Trustmark, report 
that he is fully well, 
fitter and stronger 
than ever. 

Cowbridge’s early 
outings were on the 
flat, but it is hoped 
that he will make his 
debut over hurdles 
this Sunday 
(December 9) in the 
2.10pm at Warwick. 

Speaking to The 
GEM, Victoria Pryor 
said that they had just 
discovered that a very 
large field had been 
entered for the 
Sunday race, but they 
were hopeful that he 
would be among the 
starters. 


that it had had a huge 
that m 2014, the Welsh impact on the communi- 


Govemment was due to 


ty. 


the scene. 

In common with most 
members of the emer¬ 
gency services, he does 
not like to talk about 
such events, but he had 
one lasting memory. 

He said: “I can 


pass legislation that impact on Stuart’s 

would make the wearing parents, David and 

of seat belts in school Joanna Cunningham- 

buses compulsory. jgnes, and his sister. 

The Ystradowen bus Angharad, was, he 

crash had involved a acknowledged, far more 

double decker bus, and devastating. 

he said that, as a result of However, he said that u u • .u i 

Stuart's Campaign, dou- i, was hoped by all that remember being the only 
hie deckers were being the lighting of the 

phased out. Christmas tree should ‘=‘>sualties 

In a short speech, he become a symbol of been taken to wait 

read letters from Vale hope in the future, while ambulances. More 

AM Jane Hutt and Vale never forgetting the rea- than 70 children required 

MP Alun Cairns. Both son it began. treatment that night 

apologised that they Few will forget the h was dark, and 
could not be in events of December school satchels were 

Ystradowen, and Mr strewn everywhere. 


WHAT’S ON /in brief 

Schools’ festive fayres 

Y BONT FAEN Primary School, Cowbridge, will 
hold a Christmas fayre this Saturday, December 8, 
from 12 noon to 2pm. 

Entry £1; dozens of attractions - including 
Santa’s Winter Wonderland, lucky dip, craft and gift 
stalls and games for children. 

Living Christmas tree orders also on offer. Profits 
go to the school’s PTA and, ultimately, the pupils. 

Old favourites 

LLANILLTUD FAWR Primary School will be 
holding its annual Christmas fayre from Ham to 
1pm this Saturday, December 8. All the usual 
favourites - including Santa’s grotto, tombola, free 
craft zone, grand draw cake stall, books and DVDs, 
pre-loved uniforms, mulled wine and the famous 
turkey rolls. 

The school choir will be opening the event. 


Did you 
know 
you can 
read The 
GEM 
online? 

cowbridge- 
todaif. co.uk 


COWBRIDGE Male 
Voice Choir per¬ 
formed a concert to 
open the Cowbridge 
Christmas Tree 
Eestival on Eriday, 
November 23, at 
Holy Cross Church. 

They were ably assist¬ 
ed by the Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School 
Music Group, which 
was conducted by music 
teacher Rhiannon 
Owen. 

The children were a 
credit to their school 
and to their parents; 
they performed excel¬ 
lently. 


The concert was sup¬ 
ported by Coun Nichola 
Thomas, Mayor of 
Cowbridge with 

Llanblethian and Alun 
Cairns MP for the Vale 
of Glamorgan. 

Proceeds from the 
concert were donated to 
Holy Cross Church. The 
interior of the church 
looked magnificent, 
with decorated 

Christmas trees which 
had been donated by 
local businesses and 
schools. 

The concert was a 
sell out and judging 
from the post concert 
comments, a great suc¬ 
cess. RP 


Local choir’s 
Christmas 
programme 


COR Meibion Y 
Machlud will fea¬ 
ture in a charity 
Christmas concert, 
to raise funds for 
‘Crisis at 

Christmas’ and 
church repairs at 
the United Free 
Church at 

Westgate, 
Cowbridge, on 
Monday, December 
10 at 7.30pm. 

The choir will sing a 
variety of carols, with 
readings and solo con¬ 
tributions from Nia 
Brown, Rhiannon 
Owen and Ray Pye. 

The church will also 
be offering seasonal 
mince pies and mulled 
wine. 

Tickets, £5 (children 
free), from the United 
Free Church, members 
of the choir or at the 
doors (open at 7pm). 

The choir will also 


be singing on Saturday 
morning, December 15, 
at the Cowbridge 
Farmers’ Market, where 
once again the choir 
will sing a variety of 
carols and traditional 
music. 

In the New Year, fol¬ 
lowing their appear¬ 
ances at two St David’s 
Day events at the end of 
February and on St 
David’s Day itself, the 
choir will be back again 
in Cowbridge - singing 
in a concert with pupils 
of Ysgol Gynradd lolo 
Morgannwg, at theb 
Cowbridge Town Hall 
on March 4. 

The choir meets 
every Monday evening 
at 7.45pm at Ysgol lolo 
to rehearse. 

New members will be 
warmly welcomed. 

RK 


A White 
Christmas in 
Cowbridge! 


BIG SCREEN’S 
special Christmas 
presentation is 
White Christmas 
(Cert U) which will 
be shown on 
Thursday, 
December 13 at 
7.30pm in the Town 
Hall. 

Made in 1954, this 
all-American musical 
stars Bing Crosby, 
Danny Kaye, Vera- 


Ellen, and Rosemary 
Clooney. 

A successful song- 
and-dance team 

become romantically 
involved with a sister 
act and team up to save 
a failing Vermont inn. 

Mince pies! A glass 
of wine! Ice creams! 
Doors open 7.10pm. 
Tickets £4 (available in 
advance from the Town 
Clerk’s office, or on the 
door). 
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Court told of dentist’s 
£15,584 NHS fraud 


Aself-employed 
dental surgeon, 
who practiced in 
Bridgend and who 
defrauded the NHS 
of thousands of 
pounds by submit¬ 
ting false claims for 
treatment, has been 
sentenced to 10 
months imprison¬ 
ment, suspended 
for two years, at 
Cardiff Crown 
Court. 

During the investiga¬ 
tion by NHS Counter 
Fraud Services (Wales), 
51 statements were 
taken from patients who 
said they never received 
the claimed treatment. 

Some were never 
seen by the defendant, 
said prosecutor Karl 
Harrison. 

David Hurst (31) of 
Caeff Mount, Dinas 
Powys, had admitted 69 
offences of false 
accounting before Vale 
Magistrates and had 
been committed to the 
Crown Court for sen¬ 
tence. 

The total loss, said Mr 
Harrison, was £15,584, 
obtained between June 


CROWN COURT REPORT 

by AJ SICLUNA 


2006 and February 
2007. 

At the time, he 
worked at the Bridgend 
Dental Centre, Nolton 
Street, Bridgend, where 
he had an associateship 
agreement. 

In April 2006, the 
NHS introduced a new 
payment scheme involv¬ 
ing an agreed income 
over 12 months, when 
the dentist concerned 
undertook to carry out 
work for the NHS with 
targets set involving 
payment of three differ¬ 
ent bands. 

Hurst, said Mr 
Harrison, made band 
three claims - the high¬ 
est value. He said he 
placed false information 
on the computer system. 

In February 2007, 
Bridgend Local Health 
Board was informed of 
concerns about Hurst. 

He went to Australia 
until 2009, and the mat¬ 
ter was referred to the 
NHS Counter Fraud 
Service, and a full, 
extensive investigation 
started. 


It involved imaging 
computer records, and 
an analysis was made 
and suspicious claims 
identified. 

Sometimes, said Mr 
Harrison, he would give 
false details of a 
patient’s status. 

Initially, Hurst denied 
making any false claims, 
but when individual 
examples were provid¬ 
ed, he admitted what had 
happened. 

He has repaid 
£15,584 to the NHS, as 
well as investigation 
costs of £12,991. 

“It was a confidence 
fraud, with planning, 
over a period of time,” 
said Mr Harrison. 

Hurst’s barrister, 
Nicolas Gedge, said: “In 
all the circumstances, 
the sentence should be 
suspended. The offences 
were six years ago, 
when he was relatively 
newly-qualified. 

“He was struggling to 
meet the demands of his 
NHS contracts and bit 
off more than he could 
chew. He bitterly regrets 


New Greenlinks 
services should 
benefit ‘isolated’ 
Vale residents 


VOLUNTEERS at 
Age Concern 
Cardiff and the 
Vale have wel¬ 
comed two new 
Greenlinks minibus 
services introduced 
by the Vale 
Council’s commu¬ 
nity transport 
scheme Greenlinks, 
offering “comfort¬ 
able” travel to 
Cardiff and 
Bridgend for resi¬ 
dents of the Vale. 

Greenlinks will pilot 
two new bus services 
operating on Mondays 
and Thursdays, includ¬ 
ing a door-to-door serv¬ 
ice to Cardiff. Bus pass¬ 
es are accepted, 
enabling pass-holders to 
travel for free. 

On Thursday, 
November 29, 
Greenlinks introduced 
their ‘on demand’ serv¬ 
ice, where residents of 
the coastal area of the 
rural Vale - from 
Llantwit Major to 
Rhoose, Llanmaes, 
Flemingston and 
Llancarfan - are now 
able to call in advance 
and book their seat. 

The Thursday service 
will run, by request, to 
four sites around Cardiff 
- Culverhouse Cross, 
Western Avenue, 
University Hospital of 


by LEIGH GRUFFYDD 
SANDERS 


Wales, Heath and/or 
Cardiff City centre. It is 
only open to members 
of Greenlinks. To 
reserve a seat, call 0800 
294113 at least 24 hours 
in advance. 

On Monday 
(December 3), 
Greenlinks started oper¬ 
ating two fixed journeys 
in each direction from 
Llantwit Major through 
to Bridgend, with addi¬ 
tional stops in Wick, St 
Brides Major, Ewenny 
and Comtown. 

This service will run 
every Monday and will 
be open to non- 
Greenlinks members. 

Residents in Lon yr 
Eglwys and St Brides 
Major can also make 
use of this service, but 
will need to request a 
collection by calling the 
above number by 12 
noon the Eriday prior to 
travel. 

Coun Lis Burnett, 
cabinet member for 
regeneration, innova¬ 
tion, planning and trans¬ 
portation, said: “The 
Monday link will help 
re-instate a service from 
St Brides Major that 
was withdrawn in April 
2012 .” 

Garry Bohun, Age 
and Concern Cardiff and 
the Vale’s Good 


Neighbour Scheme co¬ 
ordinator for the west¬ 
ern Vale, welcomed the 
new service, saying: 
“Any improvement to 
transport links in the 
Vale would be greatly 
appreciated. 

“It’s really needed as 
there are lots of isolated 
people in the Vale who 
can’t get out and about 
easily.” 

Anna Phillips, of the 
same charity, added: “It 
is a well-used, very 
valuable service on a 
social level and for 
appointments. 

“Clients have com¬ 
mented on how wonder¬ 
ful it is. 

“Although we don’t 
have a close involve¬ 
ment with it, it supple¬ 
ments our own transport 
service. 

“I have never heard 
any bad comments 
about it.” 

People living in the 
above areas of any age 
who wish to make use of 
the service can down¬ 
load an application 
form to join Greenlinks 
and become eligible for 
the ‘on demand’service 
at: www.valeofglamor- 
gan.gov. uk/greenlinks. 


what happened.” 

Mr Gedge added: “He 
will inevitably have to 
go before the General 
Dental Council and he 
fears this may be the end 
of his career.” 

He said the toll on 
Hurst had been consid¬ 
erable, and he had pun¬ 
ished himself a great 
deal. What happened 
was wholly out of char¬ 
acter. 

Mr Gedge said he 


received only half of the 
£15,584. 

In addition, Hurst was 
ordered to carry out 200 
hours unpaid work and 
to pay costs of £510. 

David Rees, who led 
the investigation for the 
NHS Eraud Service, 
said: “Hurst was deliber¬ 
ate in his attempts to 
defraud the NHS and 
stole money intended for 
patient care. 

“Stealing from the 
NHS affects everyone 
and today’s sentence 
proves that crime 
against the NHS will not 
be tolerated.” 


No stopping 
sponsored 
diet duo... 



ABOVE: Julie Hunt (left) and Maria Brown 
plan to continue their sponsored diet. 


by PHILIP IRWIN 


TWO local women 
who started a spon¬ 
sored diet three 
months ago have 
done so well that the 
cash raised has 
already passed 
£ 1 , 000 . 

In fact, things have 
gone so well that Julie 
Hunt and Maria Brown 
intend to carry on - to 
raise more cash for 
Llantwit Major Eirst 
Responders, and to lose 
some more pounds! 

The two started the 
sponsored diet because 
Julie’s mother had passed 
away in June, and she 
had been very impressed 
by the work done by the 
Llantwit Major Eirst 
Responders, and had ben 
struck by the fact that 
they were unpaid volun¬ 
teers. 

Julie runs ‘Mirror 
Image’ in Llantwit and it 
so happened that her 
friend, Maria Brown 
from Cowbridge, was 
training to become a Eirst 
Responder herself, so the 
two had no trouble agree¬ 
ing which charity to help. 

Now, Julie has lost 
four stone, and Maria has 
lost three, and they are 
determined to carry on 
the good work - on both 
fronts! 

Julie said: “People 
have been really gener¬ 
ous. I have had complete 
strangers pop in to the 
shop to donate, and there 
has been a great response 
to our other fundraising 
ideas.” 

They have also held a 
book sale, raffled a 
Harrods Teddy Bear, and 


in the run up to 
Christmas, Julie is hold¬ 
ing a ‘Name the Teddy’ 
competition in Mirror 
Image. 

There has been sup¬ 
port from Julie’s Zumba 
instructor, Rebecca, and 
from Stage Door One, 
the youth drama group 
that Maria’s daughter, 
Nia, attends. 

So far, the Eirst 
Responders have been 
presented with a cheque 
for £750, and money 
raised since has taken the 
total past £1,000. 

Maria has been doing 
karate at Cowbridge 
Leisure Centre, and also 
speaks highly of ‘spin¬ 
ning’ an exercise pro¬ 
gramme on static bikes at 
the centre. 

Both have also had the 
extra diet incentive of 
nagging daughters who 
tell them off of they 
reach for a sweet! 

Maria said: “There 
was one lovely spin off 
from the original article 
in The GEM when we 
started. 

“I mentioned that I 
intended to help out at 
the Salvation Army’s 
Christmas dinner on 
December 25 in Cardiff. 

“I was contacted by a 
woman who recently lost 
her husband, and now the 
two of us are going to 
Cardiff together!” 

Maria added: “I know 
that Cowbridge Eirst 
Responders, in particular, 
need more people, so if 
anyone is interested in 
training to become one, 
please contact Adrian 
Hooper on 02920 
932917.” 


Local people will 
help restore wood 
damaged by horses 


THE Woodland Trust (Coed 
Cadw) has invited local people 
to lend a hand in planting trees 
at Monks Wood, Wick, follow¬ 
ing damage to the site last win¬ 
ter due to ‘By-grazing’ of hors¬ 
es on December 8. 

Those who join in and get digging 
at 10am will be in good company. 
Among those who have pledged to 
come along are the Vale AM Jane 
Hutt, the leader of the Conservatives 
in the Assembly Andrew RT Davies, 
and MP Alun Cairns. 

The woodland will be formally re¬ 
launched at around 1pm. 

Monks Wood hit the headlines last 
January when around 30 horses were 
abandoned at the site. Having eaten all 
the available grass they started on the 
recently planted saplings, threatening 


to trash the community woodland. 
Eventually the horses were moved, 
presumably by the owners, following a 
warning from the Woodland Trust that 
they may be moved and sold if the 
owners failed to come forward. 

Chris Matts, who manages the site 
for the Woodland Trust says: “It’s been 
great to see how local people have ral¬ 
lied around to help restore this popular 
community woodland. 

“Thanks to support from Cardiff- 
based SRK consultancy and the local 
quarrying company Tarmac, we have 
been able to upgrade the site by pro¬ 
viding a new wooden bench and new 
entrance gates.” 

Following the discovery of ash 
dieback in the UK, no ash trees will be 
planted at the site. All the saplings 
used will be UK-grown. 


Wind in the Willows 
with a twist at Market 
Theatre, Cowbridge 


THE Rain or Shine 
Theatre Company 
will visit 
Cowbridge’s 
Market Theatre on 
December 20, with 
a new adaptation 
of The Wind in the 
Willows, Kenneth 
Grahame’s classic 


Dog 

fouling 

fines 

LOCAL authority sup¬ 
port company XFOR 
issued 42 fixed penalty 
notices in the Vale dur¬ 
ing the week commenc¬ 
ing November 26 to 
tackle dog fouling and 
littering incidents in the 
Vale. 

They are taking a 
‘zero- tolerance ’ 
approach to environ¬ 
mental crimes, and 
offenders are being 
issued with a fixed 
penalty notice of £75, 
without warning. 


story for adults 
and children aged 
from six to 106. 

Audiences are invit¬ 
ed to witness the tale of 
Mole, Ratty, Badger, 
Otter and naughty, 
motor-car loving Mr 
Toad. 

In this version, writ¬ 
ten and directed by 
James Reynard, the five 
friends come together 
at an anniversary party 
to relive their adven¬ 
tures. 

Together, they re¬ 
enact their deeds of 
daring, culminating in 
the liberation of Toad 
Hall from the dastardly 
weasels of the Wild 
Wood. 

A cast of five play 
the whole host of char¬ 
acters. 


With songs and sur¬ 
prises, Rain Or Shine 
will delight and enchant 
those new to the tale, 
and those who thought 
they knew it. 

James Reynard said: 
“Many of our summer 
venues ask us to per¬ 
form again for them 
indoors during the win¬ 
ter, so we decided to 
add our new adaptation 
of Grahame’s Wind in 
the Willows to the 
repertoire.” 

To the resounding 
sound of “poop-poop” 
from Mr Toad, audi¬ 
ences can be sure of an 
entertaining evening. 

Doors open 6.30pm, 
curtain rises 7pm. 
available from 81 
Eastgate or 01446 
772732. CTP 


NFU ladies’ 
carol service 

THE next meeting of Vale NFU ladies will 
be a carol service at Penllyn Parish Church on 
Wednesday, December 12, at 7.30pm, followed 
by a social in the Village Hall. New members 
are always welcome. 


th^busjnrtscentre 
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Hard work pays off as reindeer parade 
attracts people from near - and far! 




IT takes months of organisation to ensure 
that the prestige Cowbridge Reindeer 
Parade is carried off according to plan. 

Entertainers are engaged, bands and local 
organisations are contacted to take part in the 
parade, and permission has to be sought from 
the Vale Council and the police - to allow the 
necessary road closure. 

What is gratifying then, is that people don’t 
just come from many areas of Wales, there 
were reports of people travelling from the west 
country and Cornwall too. 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

OTHER PICTURES ARE 
AVAILABLE FROM THIS EVENT. 
Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 
e-mail ffotoimage@tiscali.co.uk 
telephone 07791 228684. 

Visit our studio in the Wool Barn, 
Verity’s Court, Cowbridge. 

V_1^_/ 






Farmers^ quiz 


TOMORROW 
(December 7), 
Glamorgan Young 
Farmers’ Club will be 
holding a quiz and 
ballroom dancing dis¬ 
play at Llanharan 
Rugby Club, to raise 
funds for vital health 
and safety training. 

The Glamorgan 
Federation of Young 
Farmers’ Clubs is a 
charity run by young 
people for young people 
aged 10 to 26 years. It 
supports a total of 240 
young farmers from 
Gower and Neath in the 
west, to Wick and 
Cowbridge in the south, 
and to Llantrisant and 
Gelligaer in the east. 

Current provision of 
training for young farm¬ 
ers in Glamorgan is 
non-existent due to 
funding constraints for 
the small charity. After 


recent news about tragic 
events in farming com¬ 
munities, the charity 
hopes to raise essential 
funds to equip young 
people with first aid, 
manual handling and 
health and safety skills 
needed to help make 
farming a safer industry 
to work and live in. 

As well as the excite¬ 
ment of the quiz and a 
dazzling display of ball¬ 
room dancing, a buffet 
will also be provided for 
£5 entry paid on the 
door from 7.30pm at 
Llanharan RFC, 
Bridgend Road, 
Llanharan. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, please contact 
Gwyneth Thomas on 
glamorgan@yfc- 
wales.org.uk or call 
07779331839. 

MW 


‘Fascinating Science Day’ 
enjoyed by bright sparks 


BUDDING scien¬ 
tists got the chance 
to make great dis¬ 
coveries when they 
took part in the 
Fascinating Science 
Day at Llancarfan 
Primary School, on 
November 22. 

Year-6 pupils from 
Llansannor, St Bride’s 
Major, St David’s 
Colwinston, 
Llancarfan, Llanfair, 
Pendoylan, Peterston- 
Super-Ely and St 
Nicholas primary 
schools all worked 
together to solve science 
challenges and investi¬ 
gations. 

Workshops were led 
by Techniques! staff 
and Mr Tony Cooke, 
head of science at 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School. 

“I liked the Bright 
Sparks workshop 
because I found out 
how lightning is made 
and I didn’t know that 
electricity could jump!” 
said one enthusiastic 
pupil. 

A budding year-6 sci¬ 
entist added: “Next 
time I would like to try 
more chemistry, mak¬ 
ing stuff blow up.” 

Lots of science fun 
was had by all and the 
day ended with a spec¬ 
tacular tour of the night 
sky, expertly presented 
by Dave Breen, in 
Techniquest’s portable 
planetarium, Starlab. 

SB 


Did you know 
you can follow 
The GEM on 
Twitter - 

@gem_news 


The young farmers are 
rewarded for enterprise 


GLAMORGAN Young 

Farmers celebrated at the 
Royal Welsh Winter Fair on 
November 27 as the only coun¬ 
ty to receive grants as part of 
the Wales Young Farmers’ 
Social Enterprise Challenge. 

The Glamorgan Federation of 
Young Farmers’ Clubs and one of its 
affiliated clubs, Neath Young Farmers’ 
Club, both received cheques for £75 
from Andy Woodthorpe of Nat West 
Bank, to set up enterprises in 
Glamorgan. 

The young farmers will be tasked 
with turning this initial money into 
profit through some innovative busi¬ 
ness ideas by spring 2013. 


Hywel Griffiths, chairman of 
Glamorgan Federation of Young 
Farmers’ Clubs, said: “We are looking 
forward to the challenge set by Wales 
Young Farmers’ Clubs and hope to 
raise money through setting up food 
companies. 

“As a competitive organisation, we 
are also delighted to be the leading 
county taking part in this young farm¬ 
ers’ challenge! We hope to raise funds 
for training opportunities for our 
members in the future to help make 
farming a safer industry to work and 
live in.” 

For more information, please con¬ 
tact Gwyneth Thomas on glamor- 
gan@yfc-wales.org.uk or call 
07779331839. 
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VALE MP’s VIEWPOINT 

Ambulance response 
times paint a worrying 
picture in the Vale 


LL too regularly 
I receive com- 
L plaints of 
patients waiting for 
ambulances and have 
reported several seri¬ 
ous incidents involving 
Vale residents to the 
Wales Ambulance 
Services and Health 
Minister. 

One of the first surgery 
cases I dealt in May 2010 
was of a pensioner who 
waited nearly an hour for 
an urgent call. 

At the time, the Welsh 
Government Minister 
responsible for Health 
offered warm words, but 
nothing was really done to 
rectify the matter. 

Figures published last 
week reveal that ambu¬ 
lance response times across 
Wales have fallen to their 
lowest rate since January 
2011 - below 60 per cent. 

The proportion of ambu¬ 
lances responding to cate¬ 
gory A calls within eight 
minutes is now nine per 
cent below the figure for 
the same month last year. 


These figures paint a 
worrying picture of many 
ambulances failing to 
respond quickly enough to 
life-threatening calls. 

Despite the best efforts 
of dedicated ambulance 
staff, the service is not 
delivering the standards of 
service that patients expect 
and deserve. 

The current review into 
the performance of the 
ambulance service must 
draw its conclusions swift¬ 
ly and the Health Minister 
must urgently act on the 
review’s recommendations 
to prevent any further 
decline in response times. 

Back in the summer, I 
had expressed a cautious 
welcome to the publication 
at that time of ambulance 
response times which 
showed that the All Wales 
target had been met in the 
Vale for the first time in 
many years. 

However, figures from 
October 2012 show that 
only 63.8 per cent emer¬ 
gency responses were at 
the scene within eight min¬ 
utes within the Vale of 



Vale MP 
Aliin Cairns 

reports to 
GEM readers 


Glamorgan. 

I understand that the 
Minister plans to increase 
the target of category A 
calls, which is of course to 
be welcomed, yet that tar¬ 
get is still below that in 
other parts of the UK. 

That said, it’s beginning 
to look more and more like 
a pipe dream, given the 
sliding ambulance per¬ 
formance published last 


week. Hardworking para¬ 
medics need to be backed 
up by fresh investment in 
response vehicles and 
smoother transition 
arrangements at hospitals 
to prevent ambulances 
being blocked up waiting 
to transfer patients. 

I fear that such invest¬ 
ment may be difficult, due 
to cuts to the Welsh NHS, 
which is the only part of 
the NHS that is receiving a 
budget reduction. 

This situation also needs 
to be taken in the context 
of a commitment by the 
UK government to grow its 
health spend in real terms 
over this parliamentary 
period whereas the Welsh 
Government plans to cut 
health spend by 8.4 per 
cent in real terms by 2015. 

This will see the Welsh 
NHS cut by more than half 
a billion pounds in real 
terms over the next three 
years. 

Ambulance provision 
needs reforming in Wales. 
We cannot stand still. 


Vale Council will 
improve access for 
disabled to avoid 
breaking the law 


THE Vale Council is seeking 
to avoid falling foul of the 
Disability Discrimination Act 
by outlining £250,000-worth 
of improvements to the 
Council Chamber at Civic 
Offices, Barry. 

A report presented to the cabinet 
by managing director Sian Davies 
stated that access to the chamber was 
difficult for the disabled, particularly 
sitting in the public gallery to view 
councillors making crucial decisions. 

It stated the funding should be 
included in the current capital pro¬ 
gramme, through the miscellaneous 
building fund, as the chamber was 
also contrary to the council’s own 
equality policies. 

The report said: “The existing for¬ 
mat of the council chamber has 
restricted access and this leaves the 
council vulnerable to action under the 
Disability Discrimination Act, and is 
contrary to the council’s own equality 
policies.” 

It notes that the chamber was part 
of the original design from 1978/79, 
before such legislation existed. It also 
says that various access audits have 
been carried out by the council, 
which highlighted the existing prob¬ 
lem. 

It also outlines that the access 
improvements will: “be achieved by 
the installation of a new timber sus¬ 
pended floor supported off the exist¬ 
ing in situ reinforced concrete stepped 
floor. 

“The proposed single floor level 
will be accessed by a new platform 
lift from the existing Civic Offices 


ground floor level and two of the 
existing staircases. The existing fixed 
benches will be replaced by remov¬ 
able folding desks. This will allow for 
the chamber to be multifunctional and 
increase its usability.” 

There will also be improvements 
made to sound quality in the chamber, 
energy efficient, controlled lighting 
and easy maintenance access. 

The report proposed the works to 
be carried out by building services, 
and programmed to fit around council 
meetings where possible. They may 
continue into the financial year 
2013/14. 

The flexibility of the proposed 
works will allow for the chamber to 
be a multiple use facility, giving addi¬ 
tional facilities and freeing up other 
assembly areas. 

A Vale Council spokesperson said: 
“The report went to cabinet on 
December 3 and was approved. 

“The changes to the chamber are 
important as the existing format of 
the council chamber has restricted 
access and this leaves the council vul¬ 
nerable to action under the Disability 
Discrimination Act. 

“The works are the council’s 
demonstration of its intent to change 
the built environment in line with its 
Disability Equality Scheme and its 
duty under the Vale’s Single Equality 
Scheme. 

“The proposals will create an 
accessible and flexible environment 
within the chamber, which will allow 
for the chamber to be used for other 
uses, giving additional facilities to the 
Civic Offices.” 

Leigh Gruffydd Sanders 


Hot Stoves & cffts fpr Chnstmas 
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Reindeer day gave boost 
to the Lions’ fundraisers 



LLANTWIT MAJOR 
and Cowbridge Lions 
Club had a successful 
day at the annual 
Reindeer Parade in 
Cowbridge, organised 
by the Cowbridge 
Chamber of Trade. 

The bucket collection 
held by the Lions, with 
assistance from 
Cowbridge Rotary Club, 
raised a total of £1,295.31, 
which was an excellent 
result. 

Traditionally, the 
majority of the money 
raised at this event is dis¬ 
tributed to worthwhile 
causes in the Cowbridge 
area, and this year will be 
no different. 

Lions spokesman David 


Edwards said: “If you 
know of anybody who 
could benefit from a dona¬ 
tion, then the Lions would 
like to hear from you 
using the contact details 
below. 

“The Lions would also 
like to announce that the 
Fair Day in Cowbridge, 
planned for May 6, 2013, 
is going to go ahead, so 
anyone wishing to be 
involved can contact them 
either by phone or via the 
web site.” 

To contact the Lions 
then call 0845 833 6763, 
email at info@lmand- 
clions.org.uk or via the 
website at www.lmand- 
clions.org.uk or finally via 
Facebook at www.face- 
book. com/lmandc lions 


ABOVE: Santa in his sleigh. 
BELOW: 

Santa in his grotto with his elves! 
Pictures by DAVID EDWARDS. 



• Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon < 
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PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 


WASHING 

MACHINES 

From £199 


Two floors with a comprehensive 
tiisplay of appliances and accessories. 

Factory refurhished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, range cookers-gas, 
electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless steel 
and farmhouse styles! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 

r DISCOUNTS FORThE OVER 60s" “ “JvSiS'i 

j on Tuesdays and Thursdays (Please ask in-store for details) I 

Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 


rtowroom^ 


3a TYNEWYDD ROAD, 
KING SQUARE, BARRY 

g (opposite new library) 

■ * Also large warehouse & sn^ 

^ ^ " at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 
All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

(Telephone: 01446 730884 

WWW.1 stchoicetrade.co.uk 


OPEN: 

Monday-Saturday \ 
9am-5.30pm 

Appliance used for 
illustration purposes only. 


NEW ^BEDROOM TAX’ 

FEARS OF A VALE 
HOUSING TENANT 


A BARRY woman, 
who travels to 
Penarth to care for 
her elderly parents, 
claims a new 
‘Bedroom Tax’ 
could force her back 


by TIM CHAPMAN ] 


her own, so I found deemed to be larger than 
myself becoming not they need, 
only his carer but also “They’ll have to pay 
my mum’s carer. this percentage them- 

“I help with the physi- selves out of whatever 
to work and to Ston emotional task of money they have coming 

. f ff, ^ caring for my dad and in, whether it is benefits 

caring lor mem. maintaining or wages. 

Sylvia Phillips told home. “That’s 14 per cent of 

The GEM that there “Since the first stroke, their weekly rent if they 
were many people j^y suffered a have one bedroom that’s 

receiving housing bene- fm-ther three strokes, not in constant use and 
fits who might not leaving him very weak 25 per cent if they have 
realise the consequences physically and men- two or more bedrooms 
of Government changes tally.” not in constant use. 

that are due to take place Phillips regularly “On top of that, 

in the spring. makes three trips a day they’re going to have to 

People who rent a to help her parents with pay an as yet undisclosed 
property from the Vale their day-to-day needs. percentage of their coun- 
Council or a housing “My dad is prone to cil tax.” 
association could lose falling over, so I’m on Mrs Phillip’s son and 
some housing benefit if call 24/7. daughter, now in their 

they have more bed- “I applied for Carer’s twenties, grew up in her 
rooms than the Allowance to help me Newydd Housing 

Government says they with this and I’ve been Association home. They 
need. awarded £58 a week, no longer live with her. 

The Coalition topped up with Income and although they come 

Government believes the Support to take my total back sometimes over 
bedroom tax will ease weekly income to just weekends, it means she 
overcrowding and help over £100 a week. now has two bedrooms 

tackle the shortage of “With this, I need to which are not in constant 
social housing, helping keep my car on the road use. 
those in overcrowded as well as pay the normal Since she is not in 
accommodation. household bills just like employment, Mrs 

Mrs Phillips (47) said everyone else. Phillips believes she is 

she believed that the new “Because my income about to be faced with a 
measures were inspired is so low, I qualified and stark choice: “I can 
by a misconception that now receive Housing somehow find the rent 
people on benefits were Benefit and I’m current- and council tax that I’m 
scroungers living at the ly exempt from the going to have to pay to 
expense of the taxpayer. Council Tax charge.” enable me to stay in my 
She insisted: “The ®nt Sylvia is dreading home - or move, 
reality is that very few the new changes to hous- “Finding up to £30 a 
people on benefits actu- ing benefit. week on the money I 

ally fit this image. April 2013, this is have coming in isn’t an 

“In my case I going to change, option at all, so I need to 
watched my dad suffer Everyone - unemployed, downsize.” 
his first stroke in August disabled, the sick, those Mrs Phillips has 

last year. My mum has °n i°* incomes - is already looked into 

rheumatoid arthritis and gomg(ose a percent- Homeswap m a bid to 
she was nhvsicallv ‘‘S® housing ben- exchange her house for 

unable to care tohim on ®fii ‘f *eir home is something smaller, but 

pointed out that councils 
across the UK have stat¬ 
ed there aren’t enough 
smaller houses for the 
people who need to 


Charity sets itself 
£1,000 target for 
school eco-garden 


WELSH children’s 
charity, the 
IntroSport Trust, is 
looking for help to 
raise £1,000 for its 
new eco-garden proj¬ 
ect for schools. 

The charity is 
appealing for donations 
to build a new interac¬ 
tive eco-garden for 
Llangan Primary 
School in Cowbridge, 
and thanks to a pledge 
of pound for pound 
matched funding from 
the Big Give Christmas 
Challenge, if you 
donate in December 
your donation could be 
doubled. 

An eco-garden is a 


great learning tool for 
children of all ages, 
enabling teachers to 
take the children out of 
the classroom and into 
a new learning environ¬ 
ment. 

t also teaches chil¬ 
dren the importance of 
recycling, being 
‘green ’, and their per¬ 
sonal impact on the 
environment. 

Those who would 
like to help, volunteer 
or donate to the project 
can contact the charity 
at: 

www.introsport.co.uk or 
email: info@intro 
sport.co.uk, or call 
01269 862732. 


* TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG < 


Cowbridge 
bridge results 

THE results for Cowbridge and District 
(Llanblethian) Bridge Club for Tuesday, 
December 4, are as follows: 

First were Brenda Grove and Pam Higgs 68.61 
per cent, and second were Hugh Williams and 
Pauline Fane (57.22). 

In third were Mary Wallis and Myrtle Hansard 
(56.67), and in joint fourth were Glenda Roberts and 
Amy Owen, and Diana Fewis and Dot Isaac (56.39). 

ME 


downsize. My only other 
option - if this bedroom 
tax comes in - is to aban¬ 
don my parents and go 
back to work. 

“The Government 
would have you believe 
that they’re introducing 
this particular welfare 
reform to free up larger 
houses for overcrowded 
families but they know 
there’s a massive short¬ 
age of smaller houses, so 
people will have to pay 
up.” 

Mrs Phillips also 
pointed out that there 
will be other conse¬ 
quences for people. If 
they have to move they 
will have to pay for 
removal costs. They may 
have to fork out for dec¬ 
orating costs in their new 
accommodation. 

If they move from a 
house into a flat, they 
might not be able to take 
their pets with them. 

She added: “There are 
countless questions that 
need to be answered 
about this subject.” 

The Vale MP, Alun 
Cairns pointed out that 
under-occupancy 
became critical when the 
waiting list for accom¬ 
modation was lengthy. 

He explained: “These 
issues are very difficult. 
There are more than 
5,000 families waiting 
for a home here in the 
Vale and under-occu¬ 
pancy in some circum¬ 
stances has a part to play, 
particularly where a lone 
person is in a three or 
four-bedroom house. 

“It is important to pro¬ 
tect the most vulnerable. 
Pensioners are not 
affected and special pro¬ 
vision has been made for 
disabled people.” 

To find out more about 
the changes involved, 
please turn to the story 
on page 13. 


COMMUNITY NEWS 

ST BRIDES MAJOR 

Your local correspondent is 
Patricia Bevan-Morgan 
(01656) 880418 


A CHRISTMAS 
fayre held in the 
church hall on 
Saturday, 
November 24, was 
highly successful, 
with festive stalls 
and a decorated 
hall. 

Despite the 
inclement weather, it 
was very well attend¬ 
ed, and raised the 
princely sum of more 
than £1,000; a big 
thank you to all who 
helped to make it such 
a success. 

ON November 23 a 
play. The Utah Bride, 
written by local resident 
Carmen Medway- 
Stevens and directed by 
Fouise Osborne, starring 
Bafta Best Actress 2012 
Sharon Morgan and star 
of the S4C programme 
‘Alys’, and supported 
by the Chapter Arts 


Centre, Cardiff, was 
held at the church hall, 
St Brides Major, and 
was very successful. 

The play was set in 
1856/57, when there 
was mass migration to 
Utah from the area. 

THE primary school 
are busy rehearsing 
their Christmas play, 
and are putting on a 
dress rehearsal at the 
school on Monday, 
December 10, at 
9.15 am. 

WICK Chapel’s next 
service will be a carol 
service on Sunday, 
December 16, at 3pm. 
All are welcome to join 
in the festive occasion. 

ST Brides Major 
Community Council is 
holding its monthly 
meeting at All Saints, 
Southerndown, on 
December 10 at 7pm. 
Everyone is welcome to 
attend. 











































Thursday, December 6th, 2012 


www.facebook.com/slaniorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 9 


The challenge we face 
to protect our disabled 


T hroughout 

the year, there 
are many impor¬ 
tant days in the 
Assembly calendar 
when we acknowledge 
the lives and contribu¬ 
tion of different 
groups of people in 
our society. 

Last Friday, 
November 30, was 
Carers’ Rights Day and 
I was pleased to meet 
with Julia Preece from 
the Cardiff and Vale 
Carers’ Centre, to 
receive a book produced 
by Vale carer, Sol 
Jorgensen, about her life 
as a carer for her son 
Seth. 

The book also includ¬ 
ed the ‘Christmas wish¬ 
es’ of many other carers 
who came to the Senedd 
last year for Carers’ 

Day. 

They shared many 
moving accounts of 
their lives, and high¬ 
lighted the need for 
action from government 
at ah levels. 

On Monday, we cel¬ 
ebrated the International 
Day for Disabled 
People in the Pierhead 
Building in Cardiff Bay 
with the launch of a 
film called ‘The Story 
at 40’ as part of the 40th 
anniversary of 
Disability Wales. 

This organisation has 
a strong record champi¬ 
oning the rights of dis¬ 
abled people across 
Wales - ‘breaking down 
the barriers, past, pres¬ 
ent and future.’ 

‘The Story at 40’ is 


an oral history film 
funded by the Heritage 
Lottery Fund, which 
captures the experiences 
and memories of dis¬ 
abled people bom in 
1972 and living in 
Wales. 

The project reflects 
changing policy and 
attitudes towards dis¬ 
abled people over the 
past 40 years. 

Disabled volunteers 
of ah ages from across 
Wales took part in the 
production of the film, 
giving their experiences 
of disability from a 
wide range of life cir¬ 
cumstances. 

Discrimination 

The film is remark¬ 
able and can be 
accessed via the 
Disability Wales web¬ 
site. Sara, who is deaf, 
said her life had been 
transformed by the 
introduction of sub¬ 
titles on television. 

April suffered dis¬ 
crimination from teach¬ 
ers during her school 
years because of the 
way she looked. 

Ian became disabled 
as a result of multiple 
sclerosis as an adult, 
and he talks in the film 
about the attitudes of 
friends and family. 

David was in a car 
accident as a young 
child, and he tells his 
story about living inde¬ 
pendently and finding 
employment. 

In the extracts from 
the film that I saw on 
Monday, I realised how 
much things have 
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by Vale AM 

JANE 

HUTT 

(Minister for 
Finance and 
Leader of the 
House) 


changed for the better, 
but recognised that 
there are still examples 
of discrimination, har- 
rassment and even hate 
crime towards disabled 
people which we need 
to tackle. 

We adopted the 
social model of disabili¬ 
ty in the Assembly and 
that means we need to 
look at the way we put 
up barriers which create 
problems for disabled 
people. 

We can make 


changes to lift those 
barriers. Disability 
Discrimination legisla¬ 
tion has been vitally 
important and we are 
now consulting on a 
Framework for Action 
on Independent Living 
which sets out what 
more we need to do in 
the Welsh Government 
to support disabled peo¬ 
ple to lead independent 
lives - looking at trans¬ 
port, housing, access to 
building and places. 

I look forward to see¬ 
ing the outcome of the 
consultation. 

We cannot be com¬ 
placent about the lives 
and experiences of dis¬ 
abled people. There is 
much to celebrate and 
much to change as well. 

In the report pro¬ 
duced by Disability 
Wales to celebrate their 
40th anniversary, there 
are some strong mes¬ 
sages. 

Rhian Davies points 
to a successful cam¬ 
paign following the 
Welsh Government con¬ 
sultation on Blue 
Badges. 

She says that there 
were fears that charges 
for badges might 
increase but Disability 
Wales strongly opposed 
this and the Welsh 
Government decided to 
stop charging altogether. 

She said: “Given the 
financially challenging 


ANTISOCIAL 
BEHAVIOUR 
WILL NOT BE 
TOLERATED! 


DRUNKEN, rowdy 
and antisocial 
behaviour are the 
focus of a four-week 
Christmas crack¬ 
down by the Safer 
Vale Partnership. 

Police are warning 
that “excessive drunk¬ 
enness, vandalism and 
public order offences 
will not be tolerated. ” 

Officers will be car¬ 
rying out extra high-vis¬ 
ibility patrols and visit¬ 
ing pubs and clubs, as 
well as sending out 
warnings of the conse¬ 
quences for bad behav- 


TOLET 

BY INFORMAL TENDER 
Former Changing Rooms, 
Penarth Athletic Field, Penarth 

• Ground Floor Former Changing Rooms 
• Approximately 57 sq. mtrs. (613 sq. ft) 

• 25 Year FRI Lease 

Applications for Tender documents are now 
invited from interested parties. Closing date 
for receipt of completed tenders’ documents is 
12 noon, Thursday 20th December 2012. 
Contact Dean Lacey/ 

Sian Cornwell-Shaw, 

Estates Section, 

The Vale of Glamorgan Council, 

Civic Offices, Holton Road, 

Barry CF63 4RU. 

Tel: 01446 709335/709756 

E-Mail: delacey@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 


times facing many dis¬ 
abled people, this was 
welcome news.” 

She also draws our 
attention to concerns 
about the impact of the 
UK Government’s wel¬ 
fare reforms on disabled 
people. 

Concerns include the 
replacement of disabili¬ 
ty living allowance with 
the personal independ¬ 
ence payments, the clo¬ 
sure of the independent 
living fund to new 
applicants, as well as 
changes to housing ben¬ 
efits. 

Detrimental 

Disability Wales says 
these non-devolved UK 
Government changes 
will be detrimental to 
disabled people’s oppor¬ 
tunities to maintain 
independence and fully 
participate in society. 

We were mindful of 
this when we debated 
the budget for next year 
in the Senedd on 
Tuesday. 

Despite a £2.1 billion 
cut and over 40 per cent 
cut to our capital budg¬ 
et, we are determined to 
stand up for the people 
of Wales and boost the 
economy to support 
growth and jobs. 

This will support all 
our people and commu¬ 
nities, including carers, 
disabled people and our 
young people. 


Food for the 
Vale homeless 



AT the November 
meeting, the mem¬ 
bers of Cadoxton 
(Barry) WI pre¬ 
sented Llamau 
with several boxes 
of food and gifts 
for the homeless 
people that Llamau 
cares for in the 
Vale. 

Gaynor and Gary 
(above) expressed their 
thanks and gave a short 
insight into some of the 
aspects of their work. 

The members donate 
gifts every year to 
Llamau and also to 
local deprived chil¬ 
dren. 

Cadoxton (Barry) WI 
meets every third 
Monday in the month at 

Wi. 


the Victoria come. 

Community Centre, and Contact Chris 
guests and new mem- Whitchurch on 01446 

bers are always wel- 404891. 


Resident wins 
TV competition 

JANET BAKER from Monknash near 
Llantwit Major was “delighted” to win a 
£500 television in a Vale Council-run com¬ 
petition for local residents who were 
signed up to their e-billing system. 

Mrs Baker said: “I’ve found it very good, espe¬ 
cially since our local post office and bank closed - 
it’s an eight-mile trip to Cowbridge, if we want to 
pay bills over the counter, so e-billing is much more 
convenient.” 


Vale roadworks 

Temporary traffic control: Broadway, 
Llanblethian, Cowbridge; Penyturnpike 
Road, Dinas Powys. 




Cate 


Chief Inspector Gary 
Osborne said: 

“Everyone should be 
able to enjoy themselves 
over Christmas, but the 
festivities are no excuse 
for bad behaviour. Lots 
of people will be getting 
together to celebrate 
and our aim is to ensure 
these celebrations are 
not ruined by a minority 
who take it too far. 

“Anyone thinking 
about committing acts 
of antisocial behaviour 
should be aware we are 
looking out for them. ” 



The Forest Lodge 

P*rthkernr Country Park | 

TIm forts! Gait oorditlly invilts chUdrsii yoong iHi 
old to o<Hte and rneai Fafchor CtirtatniatL 
Sarta Ms tarMn timt out of his busy soMdKitt to 
coast aod vMt PorthMrry Country Part 
to sprtad Ns lastivs choar and fm for ai. 
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FRIDAY SUNDAY 

14<rtf23 


DECEMBER 


DECEMBER 


12pm-4pm Daily 


Prices start from £6 and an children receive e 
' GOOD BOY" or * GOOD GIRL ” Certificate eod * Gif 

Santa Hotline Pb«t‘ 

01446 7300X9 
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‘GO IT ALONE OVER 
AIRPORT CHARGES’ 

- Lobby group urges Assembly 


A LOBBY group 
which wants to help 
Cardiff Airport 
grow, is urging the 
Welsh Government 
to use its devolution 
powers and go it 
alone - to boost pas¬ 
senger numbers. 

The Wales Air Forum 
a voluntary body made 
up of airport supporters, 
wants the Welsh 
Government to scrap Air 
Passenger Duty (APD), 
arguing that doing so will 
boost passenger numbers 
at Cardiff. 

At the moment, pas¬ 
sengers using UK air¬ 
ports pay £13 if their 


flight is travelling up to 
2,000 miles, £65 if flying 
between 2,000 and 
4,000, and £81 between 
4,000 and 6,000. 

Gerallt Marsh of the 
Wales Air Forum said: 
“Cardiff Airport has been 
very unfortunate in the 
current economic cli¬ 
mate. 

“It has a relatively 
immediate catchment 
area compared to its 
closest rivals, lower GDP 
and lies in one of the 
poorest regions within 
the UK with one of the 
highest levels of unem¬ 
ployment. 

“The combination of 
the above led to the with¬ 
drawal of its largest air- 


by PHILIP I 
IRWIN I 

line, bmibaby, last year. 

“Many have suggested 
that Cardiff is facing a 
‘chicken or egg’ situa¬ 
tion. Passengers are 
using Bristol Airport as 
the services are not avail¬ 
able from Cardiff, but 
airlines cannot afford to 
start up services that are 
not certain to make them 
any money.” 

He argued that 
devolving APD to the 
Welsh Government 
would allow more air¬ 
lines to operate from 
Cardiff Airport, and des¬ 
tinations which were 


once marginal could now 
become feasible with the 
reduction of the passen¬ 
ger tax. 

Mr Marsh said that a 
HM Revenue & Customs 
report had suggested that 
devolving APD to Wales 
could result in five per 
cent fewer passengers 
using Birmingham 
Airport, and 23 per cent 
fewer passengers using 
Bristol Airport by 2015 
as a direct result. 

He said that the report 
also suggested that by 
2020, Cardiff Airport 
could serve 3.5 million 
passengers per year - 
similar to the amount 
seen at London City 
Airport. 


Mr Marsh continued: 
“Bristol Airport has been 
extremely vocal in 
protest of the Silk 
Commission’s report, 
and a quote in the media 
from Robert Sinclair, the 
chief executive, said that 
there would be only one 
winner - the Spanish 
owners of Cardiff 
Airport. 

“The Wales Air Forum 
strongly disagrees and 
the winners will be the 
local economy of south 
Wales, as devolving APD 
will boost it; and south 
Wales should become 
more attractive for for¬ 
eign companies to set up, 
especially in one of our 
enterprise zones.” 


MP urges residents to ‘call chaSge 
the Home Heat Helpline’ ™ “.r/r 


LOCAL residents are 
being urged to call a free 
helpline to see if they are 
entitled to financial help 
with heating bills this win¬ 
ter, after research revealed 
that around 6,600 house¬ 
holds in the Vale alone are 
entitled to help with their 
energy costs. 


The Home Heat Helpline 
(0800 336699) is a free, impar¬ 
tial and confidential service that 
connects people and families on 
low incomes and those in poor 
health with support, which is 
worth an average of £160. 

“The help available includes 
grants for insulation, new boilers, 
discount and rebate schemes,”, 
said Alun Cairns, MP for the 
Vale: “Many people don’t 


realise what support is available. 
Anyone who is concerned about 
staying warm should call the 
Home Heat Helpline and seek 
advice. 

“I would also ask people to 
look out for neighbours, friends 
or relatives who may be in diffi¬ 
culty and make sure that they are 
aware of the Home Heat 
Helpline.” 


gery tomorrow (Friday, 
December 7) at the 
CAB offices, on 119 
Broad Street, Barry 
from 4pm to 6pm. 

Please note that this 
surgery had been pre¬ 
viously advertised for 
Saturday, December 8. 
This has now changed. 



Council team ‘ready 
for winter’ with 
record salt supplies 


ABOVE: Vale highways works manager Steve Bowen, is pictured with 
Coun Rob Curtis and highways maintenance officer Karl Lawrence. 


THE Vale Council’s 
winter service team 
says it is ready for 
any adverse weath¬ 
er - with 4,800 
tonnes of salt in 
stock. 

The salt stocks will 
also replenish the 289 
salt containers across 
the Vale. 

This is a record num¬ 
ber for 2012, compared 
to the 87 containers 
which were available in 
2005. 

Cabinet member for 
the environment and 


visible services, Coun 
Rob Curtis said: “The 
public should feel reas¬ 
sured that we have even 
more salt in stock than 
last year. Whenever the 
freeze comes our salting 
teams will be ready.” 

Stephen Bowen, the 
council’s manager 
responsible for the win¬ 
ter service, said: 
“Salting is carried out 
when road surface tem¬ 
peratures are forecast to 
fall below zero and 
damp conditions are 
expected or are present. 

“Our winter service is 


provided to help jour¬ 
neys be as safe as possi¬ 
ble for the conditions, 
and to minimise delays.” 

Salting routes and 
container locations can 
be found on the council’s 
interactive postcode 
map online at: vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov. uk/hig 
hways. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, call 01446 700111, 
or email: visible @ vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov. uk. 


HEARING 

LOSS? 

YOU COULD BE 


DID YOU 
WORK IN... 

•THE STEEL 
INDUSTRY 


ENTITLED TO •power 
COMPENSATION: stations 



• CHEMICALS 

•MINES AND 
QUARRIES 

•CONSTRUCTION 

/ROADS 

•ANY OTHER 
NOISY 
WORKPLACE 


CALL ANYTIME FREEDS 

(0808)1560086 ^ 

FREE 

HEARING TEST 

NEAR YOU 

AND GET ADVICE FROM 
A SOLICITOR ON A 
COMPENSATION CLAIM 


NO WIN NO FEE 
100% COMPENSATION 
PAID 

ROBERT TARREN 

SOLICITORS 


www.roberttarren.co.uk 


Regulated by the solicitors regulation authority No 457491 
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Serving suggestion 


Waitrose 

Giving more this Christmas 

waitrose.com/giving (©) 
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Vale Council to 
clear current 
disabled parking 
bay backlog 


THE Vale Council 
will clear their 
backlog of 
approved disabled 
parking bay appli¬ 
cations in one go, 
meaning that 26 
Vale residents will 
finally receive their 
bay. 

At a recent cabinet 
meeting, it was agreed 
that additional funding 
should be allocated to 
tackle the backlog of 
24 individual disabled 
parking bays this year. 

A further two appli¬ 
cations for bays have 
since been approved, 
taking the backlog to 
26. 

The council annual¬ 
ly provides funding to 
install approximately 
10 on-street disabled 
parking bays each 
financial year. Each 
application goes 


through an assessment 
process and is subject 
to a number of site 
surveys to ascertain 
parking levels in the 
area. If the criteria are 
met, then the requests 
are in turn placed on 
the waiting list. 

Applications for dis¬ 
abled parking bays are 
subject to statutory 
consultation, as 
required by the Road 
Traffic Regulation Act 
1984, before the bays 
can be formally 
approved. 

This is necessary as 
the bays are legally 
enforceable and any 
cars parked in them 
without a blue badge 
on display can receive 
a parking ticket. 

Principal engineer 
for traffic manage¬ 
ment Steven Arthur 
said: “Applicants nor¬ 
mally remain on the 
list for approximately 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Kittens, young 
and older cats- 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered <6 microchipped 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome and now you can text 

maws 11 to 70070 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 




Christmas 
Tree World 


Situated on the A48, between 
Bonvilston and the five mile 
• lane turn off 


OPEN 7 DAYS 
/^Availabl^ A WEEK 
NOW j 9.00am til late 

Seven Varieties of 
Christmas Trees 
including... 
Nordmann Fir, 
Frazer Fir, 
Norway Spruce, etc. 
Sizes from 3ft - 

Orders taken in 

Wreaths, Stands, 
Pot Grown Trees 
and Decorations 

Telephone: 
DAVID 

'07S00 S1SSS4 



three years before suf¬ 
ficient funding is avail¬ 
able and the site pro¬ 
gressed. With the list 
cleared, new applica¬ 
tions should have to 
wait no longer than 
one, maybe two years. 
This will, of course, be 
dependent on future 
demand for disabled 
parking bays. 

“The traffic man¬ 
agement and legal 
teams are currently 
working extremely 
hard to process each 
application and under¬ 
take the statutory con¬ 
sultation prior to pro¬ 
ceeding with imple¬ 
mentation. It is antici¬ 
pated that the bays 
will be installed early 
in the new year.” 

Council leader. 

Conn Neil Moore, 
said: “This initiative 
will clear the backlog 
in one fell swoop, help¬ 
ing those people retain 
some independence.” 


Local boys make 
national talent 
final at the 02 


BARRY-based 
band Back To 
November are cele¬ 
brating - after win¬ 
ning the chance to 
perform at 
London’s gigantic 
02 Arena. 

The band, made up of 
four 17-year-olds who 
met at Barry 
Comprehensive School 
in 2006, won through 
the semi-final of the 
Open Mic UK competi¬ 
tion at Reading’s Sub 89 
last Sunday (December 
2) in front of more than 
300 people, winning an 
individual award to boot. 


They are a four-piece 
acoustic band, made up 
of two singers and two 
acoustic guitarists - 
Edan Edwards, Daniel 
Saunders, Joel Avaient 
and Jack Bloomfield - 
and are currently work¬ 
ing on their first album. 

They perform a mix 
of original and cover 
material from the likes 
of Ed Sheeran, Jason 
Mraz and Kings of 
Leon. 

The band capped a 
brilliant night by picking 
up a gong for the ‘Best 
Original Song’ (Easily 
Said), and are now 
preparing to take to the 
stage at the 02 on 


January 19, 2013 in the 
grand final. 

Edan Edwards told 
The GEM: “Our family, 
friends and fans came 
along with us and it was 
such a surreal experi¬ 
ence. 

“Thousands have 
applied and auditioned 
and we were one of the 
lucky few to make it this 
far. The standard was 
really high as there were 
several really talented 
musicians who we were 
up against. 

“Tickets for the 02 
will be £15 each if any¬ 
one wants to come, it’s 
going to be an amazing 
day!” 


Hospital radio’s 30 th 
birthday celebrations 


BRIDGEND’S longest 
running radio station 
- BLFR (Hospital 
Radio in Princess of 
Wales) has just cele¬ 
brated 30 years of 
broadcasting. 

At a special ceremony 


at the hospital, the award 
for 30 years’ broadcast¬ 
ing was presented to Mr 
David Thomas, station 
manager, who was also 
presented with a long- 
service certificate for 25 
years’ service. 

Mr Arthur Thomas 


Vale AM hacks calls 
for Ushakov medal 


Vale AM Jane Hutt has joined 
the First Minister Carwyn 
Jones AM, and Vaughan 
Gething AM in urging the UK 
Government to reconsider its 
decision not to allow Arctic 
convoy veterans in the UK to 
receive the Ushakov medal 
from the Russian 
Government. 

Ms Hutt was contacted by the 
Barry branch of the Merchant Navy 
Association Wales, with regard to the 
World War Two Arctic Convoy veter¬ 
ans who made dangerous trips in the 
Arctic in 1945 to deliver supplies to 
Russians. 


Veterans in Canada, the USA, 
Australia and New Zealand have all 
been permitted to receive their 
medals, but the British Eoreign and 
Commonwealth Office will not allow 
the Arctic Convoy veterans to accept 
and wear medals from foreign gov¬ 
ernments more than five years after 
service has ended, as recently high¬ 
lighted in The GEM. 

Ms Hutt said: “I am utterly 
astounded that over- the-top bureau¬ 
cratic procedure should come before 
honouring the enormous courage of 
WWII veterans is incomprehensible. 

“I wrote to William Hague MP on 
November 8, but to date have not 
received a reply.” 


Dinas Windows wish all our 

1,674 customers this year - a Very Merry 
Christmas and a Prosperous New Year 


DOd^ 


WINDOWS 

con^rvatorTes 

■ \r •-* '. <«• •. 




Call now for our Christmas offers on 01446 749055 
Freephone 0800 0260587 - 24 hours 
■ 2 BI hh 16,Ty-Verlon Industrial Estate —— 

Wm Cardiff Road, Barry 

m£M HHfl www.dinaswindows.co.uk L.B!K!Bg!i.Bo 


was presented with a 
certificate for 20 years’ 
service, and Mrs Sally 
Hyde was presented with 
a certificate for 15 years’ 
service. 

The presentations 
were followed by a buf¬ 
fet, with a fruit cake, 
made by Mrs Hyde and 
decorated with the 
BEER station logo. 

The station needs 
more volunteers who can 
offer a few hours a week 
to help out in the studio, 
collect requests or assist 
with fundraising. 

Contact the station on 
01656 752588, or text 
07582 680760. 


IN BRIEE 

Tree planting 

THERE will be a plant¬ 
ing day at Monks Wood, 
Wick, on Saturday, 
December 8 from 10am, 
followed by a re-launch 
of the wood at 1pm. All 
welcome; bring a spade 
if possible! Further 
information from 
George (01656 890386). 
Santa’s grotto 

FATHER Christmas is 
in his grotto at New 
Jerusalem Church Hall 
(opposite Barry 

Library) on Saturday, 
December 8, 

10.3 0am-12.3 0pm. 
Entrance £1.50 

(includes a gift). 

Charity aim 

THERE will be mulled 
wine, homemade mince 
pies and cakes at City 
Village Hall on 
Saturday, December 8, 
from 10.3 0am-3pm 
with books, toys and 
bric-a-brac to raise 
funds for a charity trip 
to South Africa next 
year, organised by 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School. 

More information can 
be found on 
www.goedgedachttrust.o 
rg.za. 

In addition to working 
at the Goedgedacht 
Trust, which supports 
poor rural communities, 
some of the money 
raised goes directly to 
the charity. 


Jessica says 
goodbye to 
tresses to 
help charity 



ABOVE: Jessica Wealthall will have 
her hair cut to donate to charity. 

A RADIOLOGY assistant from 
University Hospital, Llandough is cutting 
her long locks to help children living with 
cancer. 

Jessica Wealthall (22) has decided to help charity 
The Little Princess Trust, which provides wigs for 
young cancer patients. 

When Jessica was told that the wigs cost around 
£1,500, she decided to do something to help. 

She said: “I was thinking of cutting it when some¬ 
one said that I could donate it to the charity Little 
Princess Trust. We do work quite closely with 
patients, so it did help to inspire me even more.” 

To donate hair to the charity to go towards mak¬ 
ing wigs for young children, call the hair donation 
hotline on 07528 412855. 


Difficulty 

Hearing? 

«f ft ## ' iV- ff > 

Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provides: 


ndependent Advice 

• 30 day Free trials on all hearing aids 
•TheWorld’s finest hearing aids 
including Widex, Phonak and Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all makes 
and models 

• Home visits available 

For more information, or to 
arrange an appointment, please call 

02920 707760 



Or call into: 

Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth, CF64 3EE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 
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New housing 
rules could put 
Vale tenants 
under strain 


SWEEPING changes to the 
housing benefit system come 
into force in spring next year, 
and the Vale Council is urging 
tenants to be prepared. 

Householders could see a cut in 
benefit, and also could find that chil¬ 
dren under 15 will be required to share 
a room. 

The changes will come in from 
April 2013, the date the government’s 
Welfare Reform Bill becomes law. 

People in the Vale or Bridgend 
county borough who rent a property 
from the council or a housing associa¬ 
tion could lose some housing benefit if 
they have more bedrooms than the 
government says they need. 

The Leader of the Vale Council, 
Coun Neil Moore, told The GEM: 
“For example, if you have one more 
bedroom than you need, your housing 
benefit will be reduced by 14 per cent 
of your rent. 

“If you have two or more extra bed¬ 
rooms, your housing benefit will be 
reduced by 25 per cent of your rent.” 

He said he was concerned that, if 
people found it hard to cope financial¬ 
ly with the change, the council could 
be “forced to pick up the pieces” at a 
time when it was under great pressure 
to make budget cuts. 

He urged people to act now to be 
prepared for the changes that will 
come into play in April. 

A council spokeswoman said: 
“These changes will only apply if you 
are of working age. If you have 
reached pension credit age, you will 
not be affected.” 


However, for people of working 
age, the rules are quite specific. One 
bedroom will be allowed for each of 
the following: 

• A couple. 

• A person who is not a child (aged 
16 and over.) 

• One child. 

• Two children of the same sex. 

• Two children under 10. 

• Any other child (other than a fos¬ 
ter child or whose main home is else¬ 
where). 

• A carer (or group of carers) pro¬ 
viding overnight care. 

Some people may well argue that a 
boy and girl aged nine should not be 
required to share the same room. 

Similarly, there may be brothers (or 
sisters) who will not be happy to share 
a room up to the age of 15. 

The benefit manager for the Vale 
Council, Maureen Neave, said: “We 
understand that this may be a worrying 
time for those tenants who will be 
affected by the government’s welfare 
reforms. 

“Tenants who may be affected are 
advised to seek advice from the Vale 
Council as soon as possible - don’t 
wait until it’s too late.” 

Council tenants are advised to con¬ 
tact Ian Jones, accommodation 
options officer, Housing Services, Vale 
of Glamorgan Council, on 01446 
709467 or email ILJones@vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov.uk or benefits@vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov. uk 

PHILIP IRWIN 


VALE COUNCIL GETS GOOD 
REPORT ON SOCIAL SERVICES 


VALE Council 
social services have 
been given an 
encouraging report 
by Welsh 

Government 
inspectors - but 
they say that the 
costs involved in 
keeping Bryneithin 
Care Home open 
are putting 

resources under 
strain. 

In her annual evalua¬ 
tion, the Chief Inspector 
for Social Services in 
Wales, Imelda 

Richardson, identifies 
“clear, realistic direc¬ 
tion” for social services 
in the Vale. 

In adult services, her 
report describes signifi¬ 
cant strengths in access 
to services, care man¬ 
agement arrangements, 
review, intermediate 
care services and servic¬ 
es for carers. 

Processes for safe¬ 
guarding vulnerable 
adults are also seen to be 
effective. 

In children’s services, 
a high level of perform¬ 
ance has been sustained. 


including good perform¬ 
ance in safeguarding 
children. 

The report also com¬ 
mends efforts to provide 
integrated health and 
social care services with 
the Cardiff and Vale 
University Health 
Board, and to collabo¬ 
rate closely with Cardiff 
social services. 

However, the Chief 
Inspector has identified 
serious financial chal¬ 
lenges, due to cost pres¬ 
sures in the face of 
increasing demands. 

In particular, costs 
have increased as a 
result of not achieving 
the anticipated reduction 
in numbers of looked 
after children. 

The cost per person of 
older adults’ residential 
care has also increased 
significantly in recent 
years and is much higher 
than other authorities. 

Her report says: 
“Contributing factors 
may be the ongoing 
maintenance of a service 
at Bryneithein Care 
Home, which is still 
accommodating a very 
small number of service 
users, and a general 
increase in fees.” 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


She notes that the 
council has responded to 
a legal challenge regard¬ 
ing the ‘home for life’ 
clause in service users’ 
contracts, but the 
delayed closure of the 
home is “clearly impact¬ 
ing upon a strained 
financial position”. 

She also has con¬ 
cerns about workforce 
resilience in the longer 
term, particularly about 
maintaining levels of 
recruitment and reten¬ 
tion in the face of 
“increasingly high case¬ 
loads”. 

The report notes that 
there are also some areas 


of children’s services 
where it has been more 
difficult to retain staff 
but vacant posts have 
been filled and services 
reconfigured. 

Coun Neil Moore, the 
Leader of the council, 
said: “We value highly 
the work done by our 
staff in social services, 
often in very difficult 
circumstances, and the 
impact this has on the 
lives of people through¬ 
out the Vale who need 
help. 

“So we are delighted 
to have this positive 
endorsement from the 
Chief Inspector as we 
face up to the immense 
challenges that lie ahead 
for social services and 
for the council.” 


Phil Evans, director 
of social services, said 
“This report gives prop¬ 
er credit to people, 
across the whole coun¬ 
cil, who consistently 
make every effort to 
ensure that we can main¬ 
tain high levels of per¬ 
formance and provide a 
good range of services 
that meet people’s needs 
and expectations. 

“We will be dealing 
purposefully with the 
areas for development 
identified by the Chief 
Inspector and her report 
shows that we are build¬ 
ing on a solid founda¬ 
tion.” 

The full report is 
available on the CSSIW 
website at 

WWW. csiw. wales.gov. uk. 


LEGION AGM 

COWBRIDGE branch of the Royal British Legion 
holds its AGM on December 10 at 7.30pm in the 
council chambers at the Town Hall. 

If anyone would like to join the Cowbridge 
branch, membership forms will be available on the 
night. New members are welcome. 


SOUTH WALES’ IS 
LEADING INDUSTRIAL DOOR 
MANUFACTURERS 

actiondoors.com 

GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 




01656 659274 
01446 439214 
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The STAR INN, Wick 

Christmas Party Menu 

(Lunch/Evening until Saturday, 22nd December) 

Cream of Parsnip Soup 
^ Prawn Cocktail 

/ Duck Pate 

I / \ I Breadcrumbed Brie with Cranberry sauce 

^ ; Roast Turkey with Bacon wrapped 

Chipolata and Sage and Onion Slice 
Roast Local Beef with 
Yorkshire Pudding 

Poached Salmon with Hollandaise Sauce 
Goats Cheese Wellington 
Chicken Chasseur 

All served with seasonal vegetables & roast potatoes 

Homemade Apple and Cinnamon Crumble 
Cl^istmas Pudding 
Fresh Fruit Salad 
Chocolate Truffle Torte 
Selection of Cheese and Biscuits 
Coffee and Mince Pies 


£21.95 


4 Course 

LITE BITES 

DAILY SPECIAL 
Lunchtime - £5.95 

Now serving full menu 
(except Mondays) 

SUNDAY LUNCH 
(12 noon - 4pm) 
from £7.95 
plus Child Portions 

Telephone 01656 890080 

fP % thestarinn.wick@facebook.com 



Did you know you can 
read your GEM online? 

cowbridge-todap co. uk 


Macabre British comedy 

delivers chills and laughs! 


W HEN 
Colin 
Welland 
infamously 
declared that ^The 
British are coming^ 
at the 1982 
Academy Awards, 
it was a prophecy 
that seemed to fiz¬ 
zle out somewhat. 

While there has been 
a steady influx of 
British talent heading to 
Hollywood, there have 
been just as many, if not 
more, who have been 
keen to build upon 
Britain’s cinematic lega¬ 
cy away from the glitz 
and glamour of the US 
of A. 

One such writer- 
director is Ben 


Wheatley, whose films 
Down Terrace and Kill 
List have been resolute¬ 
ly low-budget but ooz¬ 
ing quality and deliver¬ 
ing huge impact. 

His third film. 
Sightseers, has 
Wheatley directing only, 
as co-writers Steve 
Oram and Alice Lowe 
star as Chris and Tina, a 
seemingly ordinary cou¬ 
ple whose caravan holi¬ 
day takes a macabre 
turn when their tempers 
and frustrations result in 
murder most horrid... 

Every so often, a film 
comes along that is so 
leftfield and unique that 
it bears further investi¬ 
gation, and all of Ben 
Wheatley’s previous 
films have had that 
hook. Sightseers is no 
exception, the film won¬ 


derfully funny yet with 
the darkness that is 
becoming Wheatley’s 
trademark. 

It is very much a col¬ 
laboration, as Steve 
Oram and Alice Lowe’s 
script complements 
Wheatley’s directorial 
style completely. The 
pair have been on the 
fringes of British come¬ 
dy for some time, hav¬ 
ing worked with the 
likes of Steve Coogan, 
but the pair should quite 
rightly take their place 
at the forefront of the 
charge based on the evi¬ 
dence here. 

The script is sharply 
written, the characters 
feeling vivid and real, 
the pair keeping every¬ 
thing grounded in reali¬ 
ty. It means that the 
comedy feels natural 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

©GEMScreenTalk 

and unforced, the situa¬ 
tions they find them¬ 
selves in all too familiar, 
but on the flip side it 
also heightens the dark¬ 
er parts of the film. 
Knowing that a cou- 


MAGIC OF THE BALLET 


CHRISTMAS arrives at St 
David’s Hall in a whirl of 
sequins and feathers as The 
Russian State Ballet and 
Orchestra of Siberia perform 
three ballets on December 18- 
31. 

The charming comedy of 
Coppelia (December 18-20) tells 
the story of a doll so lifelike, she 
captures the heart of the impetu¬ 
ous Franz and complicates his 
relationship with the mischievous 
Swanilda. 

Set to Delibe’s animated music, 
this light-hearted ballet is the per¬ 
fect balance of sparkling choreog¬ 


raphy and playfulness. 

The Nutcracker (December 21- 
24) puts the excitement of 
Christmas Eve centre stage in the 
most famous of fantasy ballets as 
midnight brings an adventure in a 
fairytale world where toys spring 
to life and the Nutcracker Prince 
does battle with the Mouse King. 

The season closes with Swan 
Lake (December 27-31). The 
greatest romantic ballet of all time 
is set to Tchaikovsky’s hauntingly 
beautiful score, and showcases the 
technical brilliance of this compa¬ 
ny, with exquisite ensemble pieces, 
memorable pas de deux and 


breathtaking solos. 

Beautiful music, lavish sets and 
sumptuous costumes combine with 
the artistry and grace of the 
dancers to bring a truly magical 
Christmas experience to the St 
David’s Hall stage. 

Tickets are from £14.50 (chil¬ 
dren half price), with family tick¬ 
ets from £40. For an extra special 
treat, you can upgrade to a plat¬ 
inum ticket, which includes a 
prime seat in Tier 1, a programme 
and an ice-cream from £35.50. 
Tickets are available from the box 
office on 02920 878444 or at 
WWW. stdavidshallcardiff. co. uk. 


pie travelling in a cara¬ 
van murdering people is 
far more shocking and 
scary than a seven foot 
chainsaw-wielding 
maniac, Oram and Lowe 
mine the murderous ele¬ 
ments of the characters 
for both drama and 
comedy, and both are 
serviced well. 

Wheatley’s back¬ 
ground in comedy 
means that he is well 
placed to bring out the 
laughs. The direction, as 
ever, is natural and with 
an eye for reality always 
at the forefront. Using 
hand-held cameras and 
close-ups, he puts the 
focus firmly on the 
characters and the story, 
making the outbursts of 
murderous violence feel 
all the more visceral, 
especially as Wheatley 
is never shy to show the 
brutal consequences of 
the characters’ actions. 

The film rests square¬ 
ly on the shoulders of 
Oram and Lowe, and 
they deliver outstanding 
performances. Both are 
more than comfortable 
with the comedic ele¬ 
ment, but when they 
have to go beyond play¬ 
ing for laughs you get to 
see the real talent 
beneath. 

Oram slowly reveals 
the chilling core of a 
seemingly genial man 
concerned with making 
sure his new girlfriend 


has a nice holiday, while 
Lowe’s slow descent 
from unknowing inno¬ 
cent to murderous 
accomplice works won¬ 
derfully well, the actress 
capturing all the angles 
with aplomb. 

At 88 minutes, it feels 
well-paced - with the 
characters well fleshed 
out and the story round¬ 
ed and satisfying, while 
not hanging around to 
take any detours that 
you would feel lessen 
the film’s impact. 

Instead, it delivers big 
laughs, with a macabre 
underbelly lingering, 
and a kicker of an end¬ 
ing that works incredi¬ 
bly well. Sightseers is a 
film that more than 
delivers the goods and is 
definitely well worth 
watching. 

VERDICT-A darkly 
comic tale that could 
put you off going cara¬ 
vanning for the near 
future, Sightseers is a 
prime example of cur¬ 
rent British 
filmmaking. Steve 
Oram and Alice Lowe 
deliver exquisite per¬ 
formances and a 
superb script, while 
Ben Wheatley’s direc¬ 
tion gives the film its 
unique voice. Highly 
recommended. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: Kill List 
(2011), Submarine 
( 2010 ) 


WORLD RECORD 

GATHERING OF ELVES 


ADARE ST, BRIDGEND 


7 PM, IS DECEMBER 2012 
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Local Pick-Up Points... 

CML Ltd 

Coach Tours 



Discounted Designer Dutiets - Weekiy 

conJ 

Bicester Outlet 

c»^U| 


Bicester village is home to over 130 designer outlet boutiques set around 
delightful open-air pedestrianised streets, offering up to 60 per cent off previous 
seasons’ collections from the world leading fashion and lifestyle brand names. 
Set in Oxfordshire, close to the idyllic Cotswolds. Many of the country’s most 
prestigious hotels and restaurants are close by, including the two Michelin 
starred Le Manoir aux Quat’Saisons as well as some of the country’s finest 
cultural landmarks such as the university city of Oxford and the World Heritage 
site Blenheim Palace - birthplace of Sir Winston Churchill. 

mm. 



I Bath Christmas Market 130 quaint wooden stalls line the squares and 
streets surroundings the impressive Bath Abbey, selling everything you 
could possibly need for your festive celebrations. With designer 
boutiques all around, you can’t fail to find everything you are looking for. 

BirminyhSIfl celebrating its 10th anniversary, Birmingham’s 
Frankfurt Christmas Market has become a huge favourite with both 
residents and visitors to the city from all over the UK and Europe. 

Combined with the city’s own Christmas Craft Fair of local traders, 
it offers a total of over 180 stalls to browse and enjoy. 



1 Monthly Shopper 

CAA J 

Calais & Belgium 



Why not stock up for Christmas and make fantastic savings with Duty Free 
Wines, Spirits, Beers and all Tobacco products. Plus fabulous savings on 
perfumes, make-up, cosmetics and lots more for this special low price. Book 
your seat early. (Make sure you have a current passport). 

Discounted Designer Dutiets... City Tours.. 
^ Continentai Shopping Trips... 


jCML. 
Ltd .r 


DDN’T DELAY, CALL TDDAY 

Coaches, Minibus, Limo Hire... 

Tel 01446 773541 / 02920 531033 




506116. 

Sully 

Cl*£ift;S 

A CHRISTMAS craft 
fair will be held at 
Sully Sports and 
Leisure Club, South 
Road, Sully, CF64 5SP 
on Sunday, December 
9 from lpm-5pm. 

A wide range of 
crafters with their craft 
goods will be on show 
A raffle will be held. 
Proceeds in aid of the 
Lifeboats. Free admis¬ 
sion. Parking. 

Gateway 
party 
COWBRIDGE 
(Gateway) Monday 
Club will be holding 
their Christmas party 
at the United Free 
Church (Ramoth) on 


Co^chmch Crematorium Joint Committees 


will be held at 

Coychurch Crematorium 

Thursday 13th Decemher 2012 
^ at 7.00pm 

am Led by 

Reverend Heather Weddell 

United Free Church, Cowbridge 

Reverend Huw Butler 

Rectorial Benefice of Llantwit Major 

Featuring Bridgend Male Voice Choir 

COMPLIMENTARY WINE AND MINCE PIES 
WILL BE SERVED AT THE END OF THE SERVICE 

Aii are Welcome 


Cyd-bwiigor Amiosgfa Liangraiio^^ 

5!3S|iiiNaiioli9 

Amlosgfa Llangrallo 

Nos lau 13 Rhagfyr 2012 
am 7.00pm 

Dan arweiniad 

Y Barchedig Heather Weddell 

Yr Eglwys Rydd Unedig, Y Bont-faen 

Y Parchedig Huw Butler 

Bywoliaeth Reithorol Llanilltud Fawr 
Yng nghwmni Y Cor 
Gyda Chor Meibion Pen-y-Bont 

BYDD GWIN A MINS PEIS AM DDIM YN GAEL 
EUGWEINIARDDIWEDD YGWASANAETH 

Creese i Bawb 


This Christmas give 
some‘quality time’... 


£5 GIFT VOUCHERS 
- a welcome treat! 


CORNER HOUSE 
TEAROOMS 


Commercial Street, Llantwit Major CF61IRB 


What’s on in and 
around your area 


Christmas fair 
at Peterston 

THE Peterston 
Christmas market and 
craft fair takes place 
on Saturday, 

December 8 from 
10am-2pm in 
Peterston-Super-Ely 
Church and 
Community Hall. 

Craft stalls, plus 
homemade cakes and 
produce, jams, jellies, 
chutneys, plant stall and 
Christmas decorations. 

There will be a 
young Welsh Folk 
Dance troupe and carol 
singers, hot food and 
games for the children - 
admission free. 

Proceeds go to the 
fund to buy much need¬ 
ed new playground 
equipment for the chil¬ 
dren’s play area ‘The 
Playstation Project’. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact Pat 
Cadwalladr on 01446 
760267. 

Councillors’ 

surgeries 

DYFAN Labour coun¬ 
cillors Claire Curtis 
and Anthony Powell 
will be holding their 
monthly drop-in advice 
surgery for residents of 
Dyfan ward on 
Saturday, December 8 
at the Highlight Park 
Community Centre in 
Barry, from Ham to 12 
pm. 

No appointment neces¬ 
sary. 

LABOUR councillors 
for Castleland Ward, 
Barry, Chris Elmore, 
Pamela Drake, Les 
Sword and Karl 
Kuhnell, will hold an 
advice surgery on 
Saturday, December 8 
at the Drop-In Centre, 
Castleland Community 
Centre, Belvedere 
Crescent, Barry, 
between 10.30am and 
12pm. 

No appointment nec¬ 
essary. Contact Coun 
Chris Elmore on 01446 


Relax and Unwind 


Speciality 
teas - 
all loose 
leaf, 
popular 
range of 8. 
Award 


winning 

coffee. 


Monday, December 10 
from 7.30pm. 

Entrance via The 
Broad Shoard. If you 
have a learning disabili¬ 
ty, are over 16 years of 
age and live in the Vale, 
the group welcomes 
you. 

A carer, parent or 
friend may stay with 
you for the evening. 
Further information on 
01446 773373, 772788 
or 781309. 

Carols by 
candlelight 

THE service of Carols 
by Candlelight at the 
United Free Church 
will be at 5pm on 
Sunday, December 16 
(not 5.30pm as previ¬ 
ously published). 

It will be joined by 
the choir of Ysgol lolo 
Morganwg, and there 
will be a warm wel¬ 
come for all. 

Carols at 
Lavernock 

ON Sunday, December 
16 at 3pm, St 
Lawrence Church, 
Fort Road, Lavernock, 
will again be the venue 
for a service of nine 
lessons and carols, led 
by the Spectrum 
Singers, directed by 
Stuart Edwards from 
the organ. 

Enquiries to Rev 
Margaret Stark on 
02920 701303. 

Whitmore 

swim 

WHITMORE Bay 
Voluntary Lifeguards’ 
Boxing Day Swim will 
take place on 
December 26 meeting 
at 2.30pm; entering 
the water at 3pm, 
underneath the 
Western Shelter in 
front of the Voluntary 
Lifeguard Station, 
Barry Island. 

Calendar 

Girls 

PORTHCAWL 
Amateur Dramatic 
Society (PAODS) will 


ijiiiitwit M^or School 
Christinas Fata 
Saturday 8th December 
10.00am - 12.00pm 

Nam Law# Baat, LtofitwM lialor, CSS1 ITQ 


present Calendar Girls 
on January 17-19. 

Written by Tim Firth 
and based on the 
Miramax award-win¬ 
ning 2003 motion pic¬ 
ture by Juliette Towhidi 
and Tim Firth, it is 
based on the true story 
of 11 WI members who 
posed nude for a calen¬ 
dar to raise money for 
the Leukaemia 
Research Fund, little 
knowing what impact 
their radical fundraising 
idea will have on their 
lives, friendships and 
community. 

Calendar Girls will 
be staged at the Grand 
Pavilion at 7.30pm 
nightly, with a Saturday 
matinee at 2.30pm. 
Contact 01656 788148. 


PS 


Yesteryear values ... 


Everything 
made fresh to 
order, sourcing 
local seasonal 
produce. 
Open 

Sandwiches, 

Paninis, 

Children’s 

Menu. 
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Taking care of precious pets 


T hrejays 

Boarding 
Kennels and 
Cattery in Llantwit 
Major is offering a 
daily dog creche. 


If you work and don’t 
like leaving your dog 
alone, Jen and John 
James can help. 

Similarly, they can 
step in to help with 
problems caused by 
shopping, hospital 


appointments, or day 
trips. Dogs will have 
company, be taken on a 
walk, have toys to play 
with, and will be fed 
and given medication if 
needed. 

Jen and John run a 
small kennel and pride 
themselves on offering 
personal attention. 

Opened in 1988, they 
have plenty of experi¬ 
ence and are taking 
bookings for Christmas, 
New Year, and holidays, 
for dogs and cats, for 
long or short stays. 

Contact proprietors 
Jen or John James, 
Threjays Boarding 
Kennels and Cattery, 
Frampton, Llantwit 
major, CF61 2YR, tele¬ 
phone 01446 793925. 



THREJAYS 


BOARDING KENNELS 
AND CATTERY 

Long or short stay 
Christmas & New Year 
Holidays for Dogs & Cats 


Frampton Cottage 
Frampton 
Llantwit Major 
Vale of Glamorgan 
CF61 2YR 


Home of the Threjays 
Border Collies 
Jen & John James 
Tel: 01446 793925 


Sensible prices - expert care assured 


Broughshire offers top 
prices for scrap metal 


I f you want top prices for 
your scrap metals, then 
look no further than 
Broughshire! 

With more than 28 years in the busi¬ 
ness, along with our friendly and expe¬ 
rienced staff, you can be confident of 
dealing with a professional company. 

We are fully licensed and ISO 
accredited - with calibrated weigh¬ 


bridges you can see your metals being 
weighed at our facilities. 

Broughshire also has a collection 
service from 6cy skips up to 40cy roll¬ 
on-off containers. 

We also have a waste management 
recycling service for all factory waste. 
For a full no obligation quote, call 
01656 658404. We are open to busi¬ 
ness and the public. 





Mixed coppef^^pj 
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Looking to advertise in over 42,000 newspapers, 
from Penarth to Porthcawl AND online - then email 
gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk or call 01446 774484 


Popular all year... 

We are Christmas 
"specialists’ too! 


TOLLY 
I JESTERS is a 
children’s soft 
Piaycentre where 
children ages 1-10 
years can come and 
play. 

We serve delicious 
hot and cold food in 
our cafe and have 
ample parking for 
cars. 

Celebrate your 
child’s party in style. 
We will do all the 
organising and hard 
work, while you sit 
back, relax and enjoy 


the party. 

This year, we will be 
holding a Christmas 
disco on Tuesday, 
December 18, at 
4.30pm. Come and 
join in the fun, with a 
special visit from 
Father Christmas. 
Tickets are only £5. 

To end what has 
been a busy year, we 
will be holding a New 
Year’s Eve disco at 
2pm, where kids and 
parents can dance the 
year away. Tickets are 
on sale now and are 
only £5 per child. 


JOLLY JESTER’S PLAYCENTRE^ 

LASER PARTIE S ... 

Children’s soft play centre 
with ballpits, rope bridges, giant 
wavy slide, Labyrinth climb, 
spinny poles and much more. 
Children’s parties catered for 
Toddler & Mini Tots area (ages 1-10) 




FREE PARKING AND CAFE • OPEN: Mon-Sun 10am onwards 
Unit 17, Ely Valley Business Park, Station Terrace, 
PONT YCLUN (close to Pontyclun Station) 

Telephone: 01443 228111 
TICKETS £5 - NOW BOOKING... 


Christmas Disco, Tuesday 18th December, 4.30pm 
New Year’s Eve Party - Starts 2pm 


Season of love, 
peace, happiness 
...and proposalsl 


I F you’re looking 
for something 
exceptional to 
complete your wed¬ 
ding day plans, 
Price’s Wedding 
Cars’ fleet of two 
stunning vintage 
style vehicles, a 
Bentley Arnage and 
Chrysler 300C, will 
provide the perfect 
showpiece. 

Each vehicle is avail¬ 
able to hire, and comes 
complete with a profes¬ 
sional and friendly 
chauffeur to ensure your 
wedding runs seamless¬ 
ly, stylishly and to time. 


Select from our 
unique 1920s-style 
eight-seater Charabanc, 
a 1930s-style Laudaulet, 
our modern Chrysler 
300C, or uber-luxurious 
Bentley Arnage. 

Our eye-catching 
vehicles will elegantly 
and gracefully transport 
you and the bridal party 
around the region to 
your chosen destina¬ 
tions. 

Telephone 01443 
201940 or 

07711408800; website 
www.priceswedding- 
cars.co.uk; email 
info @priceswedding- 
cars.co.uk. 



Arrive in style ... 

PRICE’S 

WEDDING CARS 



T. 01443 201940/07711 408800 
E. info@pricesweddingcars.co.uk 
W. pricesweddingcars.co.uk j 


New 

stylist 

joins 

salon 

A fter a very 
successful 
year of trad¬ 
ing, Beth Daniel is 
eagerly anticipat¬ 
ing her first 
Christmas in 
Bridgend. 

She is delighted to 
welcome new stylist, 
Jessica John, formerly of 
The Salon in Maesteg, to 
her team. 

The salon is proud to 
offer a professional serv¬ 
ice, with affordable 
prices, in a warm, 
friendly atmosphere, and 
to celebrate the festive 
season, will be offering a 
10 per cent discount on 
all colour services 
throughout December, 
on production of this 
advert. 

Please call us on 
01656 750108 for your 
appointment, call in, or 
find us on Facebook. 

We would like to take 
this opportunity to wish 
all our clients and 
friends a very happy 
Christmas, and a pros¬ 
perous New Year, and 
look forward to seeing 
you very soon! 


Now Good Salon accredited 

Beth Donicl 

Hoirdcsiqncrs 
10% OFF COLOURS! 



GIFT VOUCHERS PLUS 
HAIR PRODUCTS/ACCESSORIES 
for the 'salon at home' experts. 
Professional Service • Sensible Prices 




Beth with apprentice Jack Gunter 
- now introducing Jess John 

7S0108 Pleasecdl soon 
T. rT Tues-Thurs 9am-5.30pm, 

20 Dunraven Place, Friday 9am-7pm, 

BRIDGEND Saturday 9am-4pm 


Divorce does not have to 
mean costly legal process 


A DIVORCE can be an 
emotional and stressful 
time, with issues of how 
to divide financial assets, and 
future contact with children 
being two of many. 

It does not necessarily mean that 
there will be a long and costly court 
process to resolve the issues. 

It may be that legal guidance is 
only required at certain stages of the 


process. 

For example, advice may be needed 
on how best to proceed when there is 
little equity in the matrimonial home 
and there are young children to 
accommodate, which makes the ques¬ 
tion of whether to place the property 
on the market for sale a difficult deci¬ 
sion. 

Glamorgan Law LLP can help in a 
variety of ways with the process. 
Contact the family law team on 01446 
771742. 


Glamorgan Law LLP 


Solicitors 

Glamorgan Law 

Incorporating Larby Williams with Gwyn &Gwyn and Beech &Co lawyers. 

Richard Beech 
Pamela Haines 
Adrian Larby 

Telephone: 01446 771 742 
E-Mail: info@glamorganlaw.co.uk 
The Pavilion, 60 Eastgate, Covybridge CF71 7EE 

vvww.glamlaw.co.uk 

Glamorgan Law LLP is authorised and regulated by the S.RA (537490) 
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In Business Update )5 


Back to basics 
for healthy pets 


N OW in its 
third year, 
Annie’s 
Pampered Pets 
Luxury Dog Hotel 
and Petsitting 
Service, based at 
Aberthin, 
Cowbridge, is 
going from 
strength-to- 
strength. 

Annie is now selling 
Natural Instinct raw cat 
and dog food. 

Based on the premise 
that pets are biologically 


designed to eat raw 
food, Natural Instinct 
have come up with a 
healthy, back-to-basics 
approach. 

Containing meat, 
crushed bone, quality 
fruit and veg and natural 
supplements, this diet 
has been found to help 
with troublesome prob¬ 
lems such as itchy skin, 
loose motions, teeth and 
joints, breath and chron¬ 
ic wind. Interested? 

Give us a ring on 
01446 772171 or 0787 
259 7293. 


Be ready for 
HMRC payroll 
changes... 

B PU Chartered Accountants are 
urging employers doing their own 
payroll to be prepared for one of 
the biggest changes to PAYE since it was 
introduced in 1944. 

From April 2013, HMRC will be changing the 
way employers submit payroll information. All 
firms will have to start sending RTI (Real Time 
Information) submissions electronically to HMRC 
every time an employee is paid. 

This includes employees earning below the lower 
earnings limit of £107 per week. To avoid possible 
fines, and for help and advice on the above, please 
contact Wayne Evans at our Llantwit Major office 
on 01446 796313. 


Jk 


What's your Pet Eating 
this Christmas? 

rtow Selling... 

Nature Instinct 


i 




Human-quality award-winning 
raw frozen pet food from DEFRA 
approved British farms. 
Attractively packaged in handy 
1kg packs. 

It's what your pet is 
designed to eat - meat! 

Free pack for first lO customers 
- local delivery available (condi¬ 
tions apply) 

Tel; 01446 772171 
Mobile: 07872 597293 


bpu 

I Ctvortofi 

I Accoun 


Doing your 
own payroll? 


CHortofed 
Accountants 

Are you ready for RTI? 

From April 2013 HMRC is 
introducing Real Time 
Information (RTI) - 
All employers will have to make 
RTI submissions to HMRC. 

Need help to avoid possible 
fines? For a free initial pay¬ 
roll review to assess your 
requirements contact Wayne 
Evans at BPU Llantwit Major. 

Call: 01446 796313 

BPU Chartered Accountants 
Llantwit Major 

www.bpuaccountants.co.uk 


Destination Christmas shopping! 


I F you enjoy 
shopping, but 
dislike crowded 
shops and fighting 


for parking spaces, 
Samantha B is the 
shop for you! 

We have a fabulous 


selection of co-ordinat¬ 
ed separates, including 
labels such as Poppy 
and Emreco. 

Sam and Suzanne 


c.a mantliQ 


I adies Fashions 
and Accessories 

Stockists of: 
Vizaviz 
Brandtex 
Capri 
Marble 
Emreco 
Poppy 
Adini 
Casamia 
Mint 
Jewellery 
Accessories 


4 Wick Road, Ewenny, CF35 5BL. Tel. 01656 658388 
www.samantiiabofglamorgan.co.uk 




MAKE NEW YEAR’S 
RESOLUTION COUNT! 


T IS the season to 
be jolly... many 
of us enjoy this 
time of year as a time 
for loved ones, festive 
fun and gifts. 

Christmas can also be 
a time for prompting us 
to make changes in our 
lives in the coming New 
year. These can include 
quitting smoking, 
addressing weight con¬ 
cerns, resolving issues 
with family, children, 
work and often health. 

Our chances of 
achieving success with 
our new start improve 
when we are at our best 
to tackle potential chal¬ 


lenges. Using Solution 
Focused Hypnotherapy, 
Sue Pitman can help 
reduce stress, anxiety, 
depression and anger, 
which often scupper our 
best intentions. 

Being relaxed, moti¬ 
vated, positive and 
focused can help us 
achieve success - what¬ 
ever success means to 
you. 

Contact Sue on 
cardijfhypnotherapy solu¬ 
tions® gmail.com or 
07795 964066 and for 
information see 
WWW. cardiffhypnothera- 
pysolutions.com 


Poignant story 
of separation 


A LOCAL resi¬ 
dent since 
1970, Lisi 
Rolfe recently dis¬ 
covered correspon¬ 
dence written by 
her father. 

An emotional journey 
began as she deciphered 
the old script and faded 
words written by the 
father she doesn’t 
remember and about 
whom it was too painful 
for her mother to speak. 
Poignantly revealed is 


how the love for his 
family kept his hopes 
and dreams alive 
throughout the pain of 
separation and the hard¬ 
ships of war. 

By his own words, in 
Lisi’s book. Pledges of 
Conflict, we can catch a 
glimpse of the man and 
of his life. 

Pledges of Conflict is 
available at the 
Cowbridge bookshop, or 
published by Lulu.com 
or via Amazon websites. 



CARDIFF 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SOLUTIONS 

Give your potential the 
_ chance to shine through 

Contact Sue Pitman hpd, dhp, mnch (Reg) 

3n 07795 964066 / 029 20654893 

Confidential free initial consultation 
with no obligation at: 

Wellfield Osteopathic Clinic, Cardiff 
Barefoot Studio, Cowbridge 
The Business Centre, Barry 

www.cardiffhypnotherapysolutions.com 



puMt. 

by local resident 
LISI ROLFE 
Available at 
Cowbridge Bookshop 
or published by ljulu.com or via Amazon websites 


Konek-T case study: 
Keith Wheeler, Sigingstone 


K eith has lived in 
the Vale of 
Glamorgan for 
three years. He is 
involved in the computing 
project Folding®Home 
(FAH) run by Stanford 
University. Their aim is 


to help research into dis¬ 
eases like Alzheimer’s and 
cancer. 

Keith said: “I took up FAH in 
2007 and thanks to Konek-T, I 
now transmit data to America 
more quickly and reliably. 
Another benefit is being able to 
watch BBC iPlayer in high defi¬ 


nition, something previously 
impossible.” 

Simon Mawer, MD of Konek-T 
added: “People think that 
because they live in the country¬ 
side, they have to sacrifice a 
good internet connection - they 
couldn’t be more wrong! ” 


are full of enthusiasm 
and always ready to 
help! 

Samantha B is 
located in Ewenny, 
just 200 yards from 
the junction, often 
referred to as 
Ewenny’s best kept 
secret! 

With the party sea¬ 
son upon us, it’s time 
to get the ‘Little Black 
Dress’ out! There are 
many styles to choose 
from. 

If, however, you are 
not a dress fan, we 
have plenty of sequins, 
satin and prints to 
choose from - add to a 
pair of evening 
trousers or a skirt and, 
voila! 

Accessorising is also 
key to achieving the 
look\ Buying the right 
necklace or scarf can 
add a new lease of life 
to an existing outfit! 

Not to mention a 
great present for those 
difficult to buy for 
loved ones in your life! 

We look forward to 
seeing you very soon. 
Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year! 


Konek-T 

KONEK-T....ing you to the world instantly! 

YoufH 

1^ Player ^ 




iivrnup 


IHHIX 




Our superfast broadband is available 
now from £ 19.96 

Free installation via Welsh Government 
grant scheme 

Call us today on 

02920 332786 or 0845 259 0343 

Ennail us on infoY^konektbroadband.com 

























18 - THE GEM 


wwwJacebooLcom/slamorsansem www,twitter,com/sem news 


Thursday, December 6th, 2012 


Barry Island ‘sold’ 
as Oxfam highlights 
‘land grab’ scandal 


BARRY ISLAND 
was chosen by a 
leading Third 
World charity this 
week to highlight its 
latest campaign. 

Local Oxfam volun¬ 
teers and campaigners 
erected spoof ‘Sold’ 
signs to highlight the 
charity’s campaign to 
stop ‘land grabs’. 

Oxfam says that this 
practice, which happens 
when wealthy countries 
and corporations buy up 
large areas of land from 
poor Third World coun¬ 
tries, is increasing pover¬ 
ty- 

The charity says that it 
leaves poor people in 
Africa, Asia and Latin 
America homeless and 
without access to the 
land they rely on for food 
to eat and to make a liv¬ 
ing. 

A spokeswoman said: 
“The recent rush for land 
has involved an area of 
land the size of Wales 
being sold to foreign 
investors every 37 days 
in poor countries. 

“Few of these deals 
have been adequately 
regulated or policed to 
prevent land grabs, 
meaning poor people are 
being evicted, often vio¬ 
lently, without consulta¬ 
tion or compensation.’ 

The head of Oxfam 
Cymru, Julian Rosser, 
said: “By erecting these 
sold signs, without warn¬ 
ing, outside landmarks so 
close to our hearts, we 
hope to bring home to 



people what experienc¬ 
ing a land grab is like. 

“Land grabs often 
happen with no prior 
consultation - imagine 
being thrown off your 
land without warning and 
finding yourself home¬ 
less, landless, penniless 
and at risk of violence.” 

The UK is the third 
biggest base for land 
investors, according to 
Oxfam’s latest data. 

The charity believes 
that the UK Government 
has a responsibility to act 
and lead the way on the 
introduction of more 
robust international stan¬ 
dards to protect the 
rights of poor people 
affected by land grabs. 

Oxfam is pressing the 
Government to ensure 
land grabs are addressed 
at the next G8 summit, 
which Britain is hosting 
next June. 


Oxfam volunteers ‘selling off’ Barry Island. 

(Photographs by Glenn Edwards of Oxfam Cymru). 



School choir will give festive 
air to Dinas coffee morning 




ST Andrews Major School choir (pictured 
above) will be the star attraction at the 
Dinas Powys Voluntary Concern’s coffee 
morning, when the children will sing songs 
and carols on Tuesday, December 11, from 
10.30am to 12.30pm at Murchfield 
Community Hall, Sunnycroft Lane, Dinas 
Powys. 

There will also be stalls and a raffle. 
Contact the office on 029 20513700 between 
9.30am-12.30pm Monday to Friday for fur¬ 
ther information. 

fair 

TOMORROW (Friday, December 7) sees 
the annual Dickensian evening, organised 
by the Rotary Club of Dinas Powys and 
supported by local businesses, communi¬ 
ty groups and schoolchildren in the vil¬ 
lage square from 6pm. 

Youngsters can meet Santa in his grotto, 
and traditional carols will be played by the 
Vale of Glamorgan Brass Band. 



Eddie’s biography 
launches at library 


THIS Saturday 
(November 8) sees the 
ofbcial launch of the 
posthumously-published 
co-written biography of 
former Cardiff City, 
Barry Town and 
Porthcawl Town manag¬ 
er, Eddie May, in Barry 
Library at 10.30am. 

His long-term partner 
Marlene Raybould will 
lead a talk about Eddie, 
along with a question and 
answer session, helped by 
the book’s co-author, 

Gary Wharton. 

A percentage of the 
proceeds will go to the 
recently-opened Ty Hapus 
drop-in centre at Barry for 
people with memory 
problems, where Marlene 


says: “I would have taken 
him”, as Eddie suffered in 
his later years. 

Marlene added: “I liked 
the idea of the launch at 
the library, because it was 
local, and the Barry com¬ 
munity was great when 
we moved in. They were a 
real help with him. It’s a 
nice little community. 

“He could go out and 
get his independence back 
as he was within walking 
distance of everything. 

“He loved Wales, and 
he always used to say to 
me ‘7 envy you being 
Welsh’ . Here he always 
felt relaxed.” 

Leigh Gruffydd 
Sanders 

(See special report 
next week) 


I PENARTH COMPUTER 

I CLUB NEWS ROUND-UP 


What will 
Santa bring? 


AT this time of 
year, those who 
compute are 
dreaming of what 
they would like to 
see in their 
Christmas stocking 
and those who want 
to put something 
there for their loved 
ones are at a loss to 
decide what makes 
sense. 

This year, they are 
somewhat spoilt for 
choice, due to the kind 
manufacturers trying to 
part them from their 
money by launching a 
wealth of products for 
gadget-minded people. 

Unfortunately, the age 
old problems remain. On 
the one hand, how does 
the hopeful recipient 
drop the right sorts of 
hints to get a good 
result? 

At one time you could 
hint that a pair of gloves 
would be handy (sorry). 

You couldn’t casually 
mention that you would 
be happy with fine black 
leather with external fin¬ 
ger seams hand-stitched 
with crimson thread and 
lined with cotton-backed 
fleece containing heating 
wires, powered by a bat¬ 
tery bracelet built in to 
the cuffs and recharge¬ 
able overnight wirelessly 
(without needing to plug 
it in to a power outlet). 

The poor giver (even 
poorer after the gift) will 
have no idea of the 
detailed specification 
and would not under¬ 
stand it if it was 
described in the shop 
and would have to buy it 
on trust, hoping for the 
best. 

The giver has no com¬ 
fort from previous expe¬ 
rience. It’s no good say¬ 
ing to oneself ‘he 
already has a digital 
camera’ for instance, 
because his dearest wish 
might be to upgrade last 
year’s camera to a better 
one with new features. 

Exactly the same 


argument applies to 
computers, laptops, 
mobile phones, printers 
and the whole panoply 
of accessories. 

Not to mention iPods, 
iPads, smartphones, 
Microsoft Surface, and 
the neat ways that lap¬ 
tops can convert into 
notepads with or without 
a keypad. 

More and more facili¬ 
ties are becoming avail¬ 
able via your TV. 
Software is always sub¬ 
ject to upgrades and 
refinements. 

The touchscreen intro¬ 
duced on mobile phones 
is working its way onto 
larger items. 

Let’s solve the age- 
old problem with an age- 
old solution updated for 
the modem age. A letter 
to Santa. As a grown-up, 
you will be able to do 
your research properly 
and have the skills to set 
out exactly what you are 
hoping for. You might 
even include a picture 
cut-out from a magazine 
containing a detailed 
specification or even a 
link to a website. 

Be sure to explain to 
your partner that you 
again believe in Santa 
and you want to be sure 
he precisely understands 
what you would like. 
Then entmst it to the 
care of your partner for 
posting. 

If you get a couple of 
shirts and a tie do not be 
disappointed. After all, 
you can now be certain 
that your partner has a 
deep respect for the pri¬ 
vacy of your communi¬ 
cations. And remember 
to say a very nice thank 
you for your gift. 

The next meeting is 
on Tuesday, December 
10, at All Saints Lesser 
Hall, Victoria Square, 
Penarth (7.30pm). It 
will be a chips and chat 
social evening, with a 
fun quiz by Mike J. See 
penarthcomputerclub. co. 
uk. 


NEWS/m brief 


Howard Desmond, 
chairman 


ITALIAN 


MARKET 
THE Mama Mia, 
Italian food market 
will be in Barry until 
Saturday, December 9, 
on Kings Square, sell¬ 
ing food from Italy 
including bread, 
sausage, pastries, and 
sweets. 

Barry Town Council, 
in co-operation with the 
Vale Council is hoping 
to bring more foreign 
markets to Barry in the 
future. 

CHRISTMAS 

EVENT 

Dyffryn Gardens is 
holding a traditional 
Christmas celebration 
for the family this 
weekend. 

There will be festive 
music, a seasonal trail, 
Christmas stalls offering 
unique, and local, 
Christmas presents, and 
Santa and his real rein¬ 


deer. It takes place this 
Saturday and Sunday, 
December 8-9. 

Normal admission 
charges apply (addition¬ 
al charge for Grotto). 

CHRISTMAS 
TREE EESTIVAL 
THE annual 
Christmas Tree 
Eestival takes place at 
St Augustine’s 
Church, Penarth on 
Saturday and Sunday, 
December 8-9. 

It will be open from 
Ham to 5pm on 
Saturday, and llnoon to 
5pm on Sunday. Entry is 
£2-50p, concessions £2, 
children are free, and 
proceeds go to three 
nominated charities. 

There will be refresh¬ 
ments at the Parish Hall 
in Albert Road, Penarth, 
and a home produce 
stall on both days. 


Thieves leave 
boats stranded 



The Barry Sea Cadets have been left 
landlocked after the wheels were stolen 
from their Pico Dinghies (above). 
THIEVES struck at the Barry Sea Cadet 
boat base on Barry Docks recently, steal¬ 
ing the trolley wheels from their Pico 
Dinghies - the presence of a 10-foot secu¬ 
rity fence no deterrent. 

Sea Cadets commanding officer Paul Phillips 
said: “Our staff are all volunteers who work hard 
to provide Barry youngsters with great nautical 
experiences. This sort of petty theft really demor¬ 
alises everyone and takes valuable time effort and 
money to sort out.” 

Anyone with information should call Barry 
Police on 101. 


NEWS FROM BARRY 
MEN’S FORUM 


‘Treasure 
trove’ of 
papers found 
in stable 


ON Thursday last, 
the guest speaker 
local historian, Don 
Llewellyn, told 
Barry Men’s 

Forum members 
about a remarkable 
discovery he made 
in his home village 
of Pentyrch some 
years ago, finding 
what is now known 
as ‘The William 
Evans Papers’. 

Don told how by luck, 
he had discovered in the 
roof above the old stable 
of an old village shop, 
when it was being 
demolished in 1975 an 
exceptional collection of 
documents describing at 
first hand, village life in 
Victorian times. 

In 1850, John James, 
a miner, managed to 
leave the coal mine and 
open a grocery shop, 
which after a very short 
time was taken over by 
his son, William Evans. 

William kept count¬ 
less papers relating to his 
business, his family, and 
villagers including the 
vicar, the schoolmaster, 
the postmaster, and 
many others. 

In addition to fasci¬ 
nating grocery orders 
and invoices from sup¬ 
pliers, they showed that 
he stocked a vast array of 
items, including nine dif¬ 
ferent varieties of cigars, 
65 types of biscuits, gun¬ 
powder and other dan¬ 
gerous materials. 

Although he was a 
deacon of the Calvinistic 
Methodist church and 
was manager of the 
Teetotal Society, he still 
stocked and sold a full 


range of alcoholic bever¬ 
ages... At his peak, he 
had 10 horse drawn wag¬ 
ons that made deliveries 
to towns far and wide. 

There were also let¬ 
ters from his six chil¬ 
dren, who after primary 
education at the local 
Board school, where 
William was a governor, 
all went on to public 
schools. 

With the closure of 
the Pentre Iron Works, 
there was severe poverty 
in the area, and there are 
numerous letters beg¬ 
ging William for credit, 
so mothers could feed 
their children, together 
with letters from the Rev 
Rees often guaranteeing 
credit given. 

As well as exposing 
his ruthless business 
principles, some corre¬ 
spondence also shows 
some generosity. 

William died in 1910, 
with his son taking over, 
but the thriving business 
rapidly ran down. 

Another son, David 
James, opened up a gro¬ 
cery shop in Barry, little 
is known about it and 
some of the forum mem¬ 
bers would be interested 
if anyone can supply 
information of this shop. 

Please contact the 
chairman, Peter Westcott 
on 02920 594881. 

On December 13, 
Mike Wilcock will be 
talking about ‘35 years 
in the fashion industry. ’ 
New members are wel¬ 
come to come along to 
the meetings at Windsor 
Road United Reformed 
Church Hall, every 
Thursday at 10.15am. 

PMW 
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Common Sense project 
brings arts to the Vale 



LEFT to RIGHT: Tracey Harding, Art Central gallery manager; composer Mervyn Burtch; 
Vale Mayor Conn Eric Hacker; artist and project director Gigi Jones and poet Tony Curtis. 


A MULTIMEDIA exhibi¬ 
tion inspired by the beau¬ 
tiful landscapes and rich 
history of the Rhymney 
valley, accompanied by 
music and poetry, is on 
display in Barry at Art 
Central Gallery in Barry 
Town Hall, King Square. 

The touring multimedia exhi¬ 
bition has been created by 
Rhymney valley-based artist Gigi 


Ty Hafan 

THE following are winning 
numbers in the Ty Hafan 
Cracker jackpot lottery 
draw number D751. 

• £2,000: 126822. 

# The rollover, which now 
stands at £2,500, was not won 
this week. 

• £10:493123, 562942, 

226269, 135796, 836975, 130441, 
586210, 526586, 296614, 471562, 


Jones. Gigi’s paintings are 
accompanied by music created 
by world-renowned Welsh com¬ 
poser Mervyn Burtch MBE, and 
poetry by eminent Welsh poets 
Tony Curtis and Grahame 
Davies, written in both Welsh 
and English 

Gigi explained: “I think of the 
Welsh landscape in some ways 
as a large stage set with 
ever-changing light effects sug¬ 
gesting infinite new ‘scenes’, 
story lines, histories and human 


717058, 399360, 639945, 851764, 
819436, 781649, 464086, 230295, 
409075, 540036. 

• £5: 634469,760015,612218, 
884713, 319030, 545456, 528371, 
678090, 372704, 373354, 819278, 
695651, 784218, 507266, 262485, 
363781, 533237, 747326, 845363, 
553533, 477863, 408806, 722331, 
696970, 687685, 173123, 764658, 
410873, 106539, 841025, 267545, 
176576, 972580, 289707, 465659, 


conditions.” 

The Mayor of the Vale, Coun 
Eric Hacker, officially opened 
the exhibition: “I am delighted to 
be supporting this innovative 
multimedia exhibition,” he said, 
adding he was “very impressed 
with the work”. 

The exhibition is showing at 
Art Central until Saturday, 
December 29. It’s open 
Tuesdays-Saturdays from 10am- 
4pm, and is closed on seasonal 
bank holidays. 


379753, 731472, 671662, 574581, 
770706, 518087, 449838, 329596, 
576344, 546778, 844999, 514433, 
665505, 716669, 965318, 556349, 
353013, 861932, 863260, 118423, 
149485, 704105, 795860, 875053. 

The GEM cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omis¬ 
sions contained in the above. 

For lottery information please 
call telephone 02920 672062. 


lottery draw winners 


A LETTER 
FROM SANTA 


Readers can make 
this Christmas a 
truly memorable 
one by sending a 
child you know a 
magical letter from 
Santa. 

For a suggested 
donation of £5 to the 
NSPCC, your child will 
receive a fun, colourful 
and personalised letter 
from the man himself- 
the perfect gift. 

There are five magi¬ 
cal styles of NSPCC 
Letter from Santa for 
children of all ages, 
making them the ideal 
gift for families with 
more than one child as 
each child can receive 
a truly unique letter. 

Santa can even write 
a special letter to cele¬ 
brate Baby’s First 
Christmas - a keepsake 
to treasure for years to 
come. 

Each letter is unique¬ 
ly personalised with the 
child’s name, age, 
address, gender and 
best friend’s name, and 
there’s also the chance 
to include a final ‘PS. ’ 
thought from Santa 
when you order online. 

The letters are beau¬ 
tifully illustrated and 
arrive via reindeer mail 
to make the experience 
truly unforgettable. 
Children will be 
amazed that Santa 
knows them so well! 

By sending a Letter 


from Santa, you can 
make a child’s 
Christmas and help the 
NSPCC to protect chil¬ 
dren all year round 
through its projects and 
services including 
ChildLine - the UK’s 
free, confidential 24- 
hour helpline and 
online service for chil¬ 
dren and young people 
in distress or danger. 

Every £5 raised by 
Letter from Santa will 
help ChildLine be there 
whenever a child seeks 
help either online or by 
phone. 

And every £25 raised 
will enable a trained 
practitioner to deliver 
one hour of support 
through the NSPCC’s 
helpline for adults who 
are concerned about a 
child. 

The reindeer mail- 
room is open until 
December 17, and all 
those who request a 
Letter from Santa this 
year will be entered 
into a free prize draw 
to win a once-in-a-life- 
time trip to Lapland for 
a family of four. 

Eind us online at 
WWW. nspcc.org. uk/santa 
or call 0845 839 9304 
to place your order. 

JO LEONARD, 
(NSPCC Community 
Fundraiser SE Wales). 


Barry couple 
sit in at PMQs 
in Commons 



Robert and Dorothy Connell join the Vale 
MP outside the Houses of Parliament. 

was so pleased that we 


A BARRY couple 
had a close-up view 
of Prime Minister’s 
Question Time 
from the public 
gallery recently on 
a visit to 
Westminster. 

Vale MP Alun Cairns 
hosted Robert and 
Dorothy Connell and 
ensured that they were 
able to secure tickets to 
sit in the public gallery 
in the House of 
Commons. 

They met Mr Cairns 
and completed a tour of 
the Houses of 
Parliament, before mak¬ 
ing their way to the 
House of Commons 
Chamber in time to take 
their seats for PMQs. 

Mr Cairns said: “I 


were able to gain tickets 
for them to the public 
gallery to view PMQs - 
which is a key event in 
the House of Commons 
every week.” 

‘XMAS 

EVENING^ 

KPC YOUTH are hold¬ 
ing their ‘Xmas 
Evening’ at Pyle RFC 
on Monday, December 
17 - doors open at 6pm 
- with entertainment 
from members and Pil 
Primary School choir 
from 6.30pm. 

Enjoy light refresh¬ 
ments and get in the 
Christmas spirit. Rajfle 
to be drawn on the night. 
Call: 01656 749219. 



Is your kitchen looking unwell? 


^ New Ideas?^ 
NewYear! 4 
Time for a 
NEW KITCHEN! 
Call now for an 
inspirational ^ 
7 ^ee Quo^ 


A family business with vast experience in the 
replacement door and worktop market. 

Everything you require from the 
^ doors, to worktops and new 

appliances and sinks. ^ 


01446 688018 
01656 360027 

wyAnM.dovT-dac4tnr.co.uJc 


DOOR 
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Lilibeth and Matthew win close election! 



Mr McNamara (headteacher), Skye Moreham (deputy head girl), Isaac Mayne (deputy head boy), 
Matthew Williams (head boy), Mr Bourton (head of Sixth Form) and Lilibeth James (head girl) 



Parliament in the parlour! 


Mayor of Barry, Court Les Sword, recently invited the Bryn Hafren 
Comprehensive School parliament to the Mayor’s parlour and gave the 
pupils a tour, with an insight into the role of the Mayor and councillors. 


SIXTH FORM 
LEADERS 
AFTER the rigor¬ 
ous process of being 
nominated, produc¬ 
ing a manifesto and 
running an election 
campaign, Matthew 
Williams and 
Lilibeth James have 
been elected by fel¬ 
low year-13 stu¬ 
dents and school 
staff as Barry 
Comprehensive 
School’s head boy 
and head girl. 

At the conclusion of a 
very closely-fought cam¬ 
paign, it was decided to 
also create deputy posts, 
with Isaac Mayne named 
as deputy head boy, and 
Skye Moreham named as 
deputy head girl. 

Matthew intends to 
pursue a career in medi¬ 
cine and hopes to be a 
trauma surgeon. Lilibeth 
hopes to continue study¬ 
ing history at university. 
Issac hopes to read 
English at university, 
while Skye has her sights 
set enjoining the RAF at 
the end of this academic 
year. 

The four students now 
have responsibilities in a 
number of important 
areas including leading 
the school parliament, 
representing the school at 
official events and con¬ 
ferences, leading charity 
events in the school and 
also leading and manag¬ 
ing a team of year-13 



ABOVE: Leon, Ethan and Brendan with their 
excellent science home learning projects. 


prefects. choice. Protheroe (7LEA) pro- 

The prefect role Students are encour- duced an informative 
involves supporting at aged to manage their poster for his year-7 
parents’ evenings, open time, but also to take a Independent Learning 
evenings and other creative approach. Project‘Fast Cars’. AC 

school functions, and act- Departments have 
ing as positive role mod- been keen to celebrate 
els for other students. their students’ success 
and there have been 
reward assemblies for 


Independent 

Learning 

OVER the last two years, 
teachers at Barry 
Comprehensive School 
have tried a new 
approach with home¬ 
work, or independent 
learning. 

All departments have 
worked on project based 
tasks, designed to interest 
and motivate students. 
These are set over a half 
term, around seven 
weeks, and have ele¬ 
ments of research and 


years 7 and 8. 

Teachers from the sci¬ 
ence department are par¬ 
ticularly positive about 
their students’ approach 
to Independent Learning. 
Leon Hayward (8AJo) 
and Brendan Lewis 
(8MT) show the superb 
models of an animal cell 
and the heart that they 
made as part of their 
Science Independent 
Learning Project called 
‘Under the Knife’. Ethan 


VALEWAYS 

WALKS 

ON December 11 at 
11.30am, Coffee Shop 
Strollers, starting at 
Cold Knap, Barry, out¬ 
side the Bridge Cafe. 

On December 12 at 
10.30am, ‘Coffin Stiles 
and Paintball’, starting 
at the Town Hall car 
park, Cowbridge, near 
the bus shelter. 

New Year’s Day walk 
(January 1), starting at 
1pm at St Peter’s 
Church, Mill Road, 
Dinas Powys. 



C.S. Boxall is a family business 
established since 1990 


C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

Plumbing, Heating & 
Electrical Work 

Over 30 years experience in the industry. 

For all your 
Oil^ Gas, Boiler 
and Aga 
installation, 
service and 
breakdowns 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 

Stockists of Draper 
Tools and Plant Hire. 








Expert denture care 
by the UKs leading 
Clinical Denture 
Technicians 


DENTURE 

EX^LLENCE 

If you wear clLMifures 

then weVe got something for you to smile about 


Suppliers of Fire Wood 24 hour call out service 


& Gas Bottles 


We repair toilets, sinks, baths, 
showers, taps, pipes, radiators, 
towel rails, cylinders, water 
tanks, all heating systems, gas 
and electric fires, boilers, 
burners, stoves, oil tanks, gas 
appliances, underfloor heating, 
renewable energy, electrical 

24hr Call Out No. 07590 350650 


ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

• Domestic & Commercial 

• Fault finding service 

• Full re-wires 

• New fuse boards 

• PAT testing 

• Insurance work etc. 


DOmESTIC 

INSTALLER 




l^sgg A 




Office 01446 772444 - Freephone 0800 849 1254 

www.csboxall.co.uk ' OB 


^39^^l^iJsmes^ark^laiido^^i^owbridge^F7WP^ 


OPEN: 

Sam 
’til 5pm 


Regain your fiioc’s 
natural contours 

LooAc years younger 

En|oy eating agavr 
Smito wlh conlidenoe 


for a FREE no-obligation consultation 

call free on 0800 907 8213 

or visit dentureexceilenoeco.uk 


DENTURE 

E)fcELLENCE 

LDC^duitjii caro 


'■! ' Vii ! ■ ■ 

54-68 Nolton Street 
CF31 38P 
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Torchbearers switch on 
Barry’s festive lights... 




A group of London 
2012 Olympic 
torchbearers dusted 
off their distinctive 
white tracksuits and 
held their torches 
aloft once more - to 
switch on the 
Christmas lights in 
Barry town centre 
on Friday, 

(November 30). 

After playing their 
part in an amazing sum¬ 
mer of sport and events, 
Lara Cowpe, Gary 
Mickelsen, Pauline 
Eastment, Karen 

O’ Donoghue-Harris, 
James French, Julie 
Crayford and Nicholas 
Cushen all added some 
Olympic spirit to the start 


of Barry’s Christmas cel¬ 
ebrations on King 
Square. 

Organised by the Vale 
Council, the switch-on 
brought some colour and 
light to the town hall 
around the square and the 
40-foot-tall centre-piece 
Christmas tree. 

The Vale Council’s 
events officer Sarah 
Jones said: “Thanks to 
everyone who braved the 
cold weather and came 
out to support the event. 

“It was great to have 
some of the Vale’s inspi¬ 
rational Olympic torch¬ 
bearers involved and I’d 
like to say thanks to Bro 
Radio, who did an excel¬ 
lent job in hosting the 
evening’s entertain¬ 
ment.” 




ABOVE: Volunteers Sleep Out 
for homeless charity Llamau. 

Llamau passes 
fundraising 
target after 
Sleep Out 2012 


FOLLOWING 
Llamau’s recent 
Sleep Out event, 
raising awareness 
of the plight of the 
young homeless, 
the total amount 
raised by volun¬ 
teers, councillors 
and businesses 
reached an unbe¬ 
lievable £24,592.40. 

Including Gift Aid, 
they anticipate it will 
reach almost £30,000! 

With 66 participants 
taking part, the money 
will go directly towards 
supporting homeless 
young people across 
south Wales this winter. 
That will include a 
warm bed, holistic sup¬ 
port package, mental 
health support and help 
into education, training 
and employment. 

The event, sponsored 
by CPS Homes, took 
place at the 
International Sports 
Stadium, provided free 
of charge by Cardiff 


Council. Almost 20 
Welsh companies took. 
Llamau’s chief execu¬ 
tive Frances Beecher 
also braved the ele¬ 
ments and joined fellow 
sleep-outers in the cold. 

Frances said: “Sleep 
Out Cardiff was a 
unique event and it is a 
great honour to have 
been the only Welsh 
organisation involved in 
this national awareness 
campaign. 

“Every night, rain or 
shine, there are young 
people across Wales 
who have nowhere safe 
or secure to sleep. 

“Many end up in 
dangerous places, 
whether that’s the 
streets or a location that 
leaves them vulnerable 
and unprotected.” 

For more informa¬ 
tion on Llamau, or to 
sign up for Sleep Out 
Cardiff 2013, visit: 

WWW. llamau. org. uk. 




Present with 
a difference! 



Morgan runs sessions during the day time 
and, if requested, he can do evenings. 


GETTING a friend 
or a loved-one a 
Christmas present 
with a difference 
gives people a real 
buzz - you can even 
purchase vouchers 
to treat someone to 
a tattoo. 

Morgan Davies 
Tattoos at 237 Holton 
Road offers day and 
evening sessions. 

Morgan explained: 
“I do a wide selection of 
tattoos and they work 
out at £100 for three 
hours. 


“If requested, I can 
do an evening session. 
People can bring in a 
design they are keen 
on. 

“There are 

Christmas gift vouch¬ 
ers available too. 

“If people want 
more information, they 
should go to 
facebook.com/morgan- 
johndavies.” 

The shop is open 
from Monday to 
Saturday (although not 
Tuesdays) from 11am to 
6pm. 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 

TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE ORDER, SECTION 16A 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

JINGLE BELL JOG - 
BARRY ISLAND 

Sunday 16th December 2012 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Vale of Glamorgan Council have 
made an order under Section 16A Road Traffic Reguiation Act 1984 
as foiiows:- 

WHEREAS during certain hours of the day and date specified in column 1 
of the Schedule hereto the streets or part thereof listed in column 2 of the 
said schedule will be used for the holding of a relevant event as described 
in Section 16(A)(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, the Council, 
pursuant to the powers conferred by Section 16A of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984 do HEREBY ORDER AND DIRECT in order to facil¬ 
itate the holding of the event, enable members of the public to participate 
in the said event and to reduce the disruption to traffic likely to be caused 
by the event the following regulation shall be observed:- 
THAT, except as provided by the order, the said streets or parts thereof 
shall be Closed to all vehicular traffic including pedal cycles between the 
hours specified in column 3 of the said schedule. The penalty for infringe¬ 
ment of the said regulation is a fine not exceeding £1000.00 


Schedule 


Column 1 

Column 2 

Column 3 

Sunday 

16th December 
2012 

1/ Station Approach Road, between 
Breaksea Drive and Friars Road, 

Barry Island. 

2/ Friars Road, between Station 
Approach Road and Paget Road, 

Barry Island. 

8.00am to 2.00pm 


Local signed diversions shaii be in piace. 
Access for Pedestrians shaii be maintained. 


VALfofGUMOR^ 


Dated this 6th day of December 2012 




M. E. Punter, Director of Visible Services & Housing 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, 

The Alps, Wenvoe. CF5 6AA 


IN BRIEF... 

Blaengarw 
surgeries 
OGMORE MP, Huw 
Irranca Davies, will be 
holding a surgery on 
Friday, December 7 
between lpm-2pm at 
Creation Cafe, 13 
Katie Street, 

Blaengarw, CF32 SAB, 
followed by street sur¬ 
geries in the area 
between 2pm-4pm. 

Cowbridge’s 

‘yesterdays’ 

IN Cowbridge library 
throughout December 
and January, there will 
be an exhibition of 
photographs from the 
Local History room. 

Carol concert 

THE Ogmore Valley 
Male Choir is holding a 
Christmas carol con¬ 
cert at Llansantffraid 
Church on Friday, 
December 7. Tickets 
£5 or pay at the door. 
All welcome. 

Barry surgery 

ELUNED PARROTT, 
AM for South Wales 
Central, will be hold¬ 
ing and advice surgery 
at Morrisons 

Supermarket, Penny 
Way, Barry, CE63 4BA 
between lpm-2pm 
tomorrow (December 
7). No appointment 
needed. 


IN BRIEF... 

FREE 

CONCERT 

THERE will be a treat 
for classical music 
lovers at Bethel 
Baptist Church, 
Llantwit Major, on 
Tuesday, December 11 
at 7.30pm. 

Philip Tarlton, basset 
clarinet with the 
Penrhys String Quartet 
(all members of the 
Orchestra of Welsh 
National Opera) will 
perform Brahms ’ String 
Quartet in A minor, Op. 
51 no. 2 and the Mozart 
Quintet in A, K.581. 

All welcome. There 
will be no charge for 
this concert. 


Handmade 
crafts fair 

Bea Roberts, director 
of Tidal Dream 
Creations, will be host¬ 
ing the second edition 
of the Truly Handmade 
Christmas Craft fairs 
on December 15 in aid 
of Tenovus, in the 
Conservative Club, 



^ 


Penarth, from 11am- 
3pm. 

Entry is free and 
parking is available. 


haort 

«5-IF 
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Peterston pupils help others with a Big 
Toddle and a Christmas charity fair! 







B*: 


PUPILS at Peterston-super-Ely Church- 
in-Wales Primary School supported two 
charities on Friday, November 30. 

First, there was a ‘Big Toddle’ in aid of 
Barnardo’s, with the pupils dressed as super¬ 
heroes, and later the children collected together 
the shoeboxes that are to go to ‘Operation 
Christmas Child’ which has been organised by 
Miss Tingay. 

On the Saturday (December 1) the school’s 
PTA put on the annual Christmas fayre, which 
was very well attended. 

Popular attractions included stalls selling 
cakes, crafts, toys, sweets and books, plus face 
painting, a ‘pony reindeer’ and an over-worked 
Father Christmas holding court in his grotto! 






Pictures by 

IAN DIXON 
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APECMaintenance 

COMMERCIAL VEHICLE 

SPECIALISTS 

Full workshop facilities and experienced 
quaiified fitters catering for aii makes and 
modeis of commerciai vehicies. 

Fleet maintenance and servicing 
24 hour recoveiy 

Full M.O.T. preparation and presentation 
Maintenance agreements 
Full vehicle and trailer inspections 
All types of commercial vehicles including 
vans, trailers and PSV vehicles 
Steam Cleaning 



Call Andy Kirby at APEC Maintenance 

Tel: 01446 773430 or 678232 
Mob: 07791 584842 
info@apecwales.com 
Unit 2 , Crossways Business Park, 
Cowbridge, CF71 7LJ 
www.apecwales.com 



A Glamorgan GEM Advertisement Featnre 


KEEP YOUR CAR IN TIP IQPCONDmON! 


Get your car in 
tip top condition 
this Christmas 


YOU’VE remem¬ 
bered the presents, 
you’ve packed for 
the festive season, 
you’ve loaded the 
over-excited, noisy 
children in the 
back and the dog 
in the boot. 

Everybody’s already 
slightly stressed, but 
generally feeling fes¬ 
tive and looking for¬ 
ward to seeing 
granny! 

I’m willing to take a 
small bet that you’ve 
forgotten something. 

In fact, I’m willing to 
take a small bet that 
you haven’t even 
thought about that 
something. 

That something is 
your trusty steed, the 
car that you ’re relying 
on to get you home for 
Christmas. 


by CLAIRE NICHOLES 


Give your car a 
Christmas present and 
read our list of the top 
10 things to check 
before you load it to 
the rafters and set off. 

Diesel glow plugs or 
petrol spark plugs: In 
the warmer months of 
the year, glow plug 
problems are often not 
evident; but as soon as 
the temperature drops 
below freezing, diesel 
engines with malfunc¬ 
tioning glow plugs will 
be hard, if not almost 
impossible, to start. 

Tell tail signs are 
irregular glow plug 
warning light activity 
and smoke on starting 
your diesel engine. 

Wintertime temper¬ 
ature dips put a 
damper on your 
engine’s performance 
and worn spark plugs 


will cause sluggish 
starting and eventual¬ 
ly a non-starter. 

Battery: Car batter¬ 
ies struggle to develop 
as much power in the 
cold. 

The only way to 
check what amps are 
being achieved is to 
get the battery 
checked using a mod¬ 
ern battery analyser. 

RAC and AA 
patrols carry the 
equipment needed and 
can rule the battery in 
and out in minutes. 

Alternatively, get a 
reputable local garage 
with the equipment to 
run the test for you. 

Alternator: Have 
your alternator 
checked to see what 
voltage is being pro¬ 
duced; most cars 
should be achieving 


14V to keep the bat¬ 
tery fully charged. 

In winter, a defi¬ 
ciency will soon 
become apparent 
because the battery 
usage tends to be 
higher. 

Bulbs and earthing 
points: Ensure that all 
your bulbs are fully 
operational. Earthing 
point refurbishment is 
an excellent way to 
maintain the voltage 
level. 

Engine oil: Old or 
incorrect engine oil 
will lead to increased 
engine wear over win¬ 
ter as it won’t protect 
the engine until its 
warm and the worst 
wear occurs when the 
engine is cold. 
(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 24) 



4 Wheel 
Laser 
Alignment 

from 

£18 


Diagnostic from. 

Radio Decodes. 


Full Valets from 


Key Programming 


DPF Problems 


ECU Repairs 


Gear Box repairs 


Air Bag Faults 


Brakes and ABS 


All Repair work undertaken 


.£39.95 

.£14.99 

£40.00 



CAR 

REMAPPING 

£179.00 

Save £££s on 
Fuel Economy 
and Increase 
Performance 


Full Car 
Servicing 
from 

£100 

+ VAT 


Cardiff Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 2NW 

www.abservicecentre.co.uk 


Tel. 01446 735561 


WE ARE OPEN 

Monday - Friday 8.30 - 5.30 
Saturday 8.30 - 13.00 


All major 
credit 
cards 
accepted 
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ia»«t«(iHAitR<fe<w«Fnun YOUR CAR IN TIP TOP CONDITION! 

LOOK AFTER YOUR CAR 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 23) 
Check your engine 
oil: if it’s black and 
smells burnt, you 
probably need the oil 
changed; ask for 
quality brands like 


Mobil or Castrol. 

Avoid any oil that 
is claiming to be 
made by the leading 
manufacturers but 
just rebadged. Cheap 
oil equals lots of 
problems down the 


line. 

Windscreens: If you 
have a chip on your 
windscreen, get it 
sorted now. Call your 
insurance company - 
it’s probably free. In 
winter, chips easily 


Bridgend’s Alternative to main dealer prices... 

UJiJUijij'JU VOLVO 


TRUST THE CAR, TRUST OUR SERVICE 





All servicing, repairs, 
wA tyres & MOTs carried 

outatji&alistic prices 

* Fully equipped workshop with the very latest Volvo 
diagnostic technology 

* Volvo checklist issued with every service 

* Courtesy cars available • Local collection & delivery service 

* State of the art showroom with exceptionally 
comfortable waiting area 

Bridgend VOLVO Specialists Ltd, Unit 7-8, North Point, 
Bridgend Industrial Estate CF31 3RX 
www.bvswales.co.uk 
For more information call 01656 769769 


become cracks. 

If the windscreen is 
frosted over, clear it 
with de-icer, not hot 
water. One day your 
luck will run out and 
it will crack. 

When it snows, 
remove all the snow 
from the windscreen 
as when you turn the 
heaters on, if there is 
a small amount left 
below the wipers it 
could easily crack 
from the temperature 
difference. We saw it 
last winter. 

Automatic transmis¬ 
sions: When the roads 
are all wintery, make 
sure you select the 
winter/snow mode on 
your box. 

Sport mode will 
make the vehicle very 
difticult to handle on 
ice; you won’t have 
your gears to slow the 
vehicle and hitting 
the brakes on ice can 
be lethal. 

Brakes: It’s fairly 
obvious that you need 
your brakes in tiptop 
condition. 

Get them checked 
and keep your family 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 25) 


Good as New 


Car Body Repairs 


“Now 10 Years 
in business” 

Tristan Greedy would like to inform all 
of his customers that due to business 
expansion they have moved from the 
Heritage Business Park, Wick Road, 

Llantwit Major to their new premises 
(next door to the Post Office sorting 
office), Llandow, Vale Business Park 
- and it’s business as normal. 

Unit 4,40D Penllyn Way, 
Vale Business Park, 
Llandow CF71 7PF 


We guarantee to beat 
any genuine quote 


We will try to beat your excess before you go through your insurance. 



Open 6 days a week Sam till late e 
Bumper scuffs f 

Wheel refurbishment L 

Window tinting f 

Resprays 

Light & Heavy Accident Repairs 
Courtesy cars provided 
We will guarantee to beat any 
genuine like for like quotation 
We deal with all major insurance 
companies 

“If your excess is too high - give us a try” 

New Phone No. 01446 772757 

email: goodasnewl @hotmail.co.uk 





Find us on 


new brood street rmotos 


CARDIFF ROAD - Tel 01446 720044 


/Til 


ToBuyOlogy To# ^ ■ 

Business Centre 

M ;tj 

Cardiff Road 




New Broad Street Motors 

Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, 
Cardiff Raad, Barry. CF63 2BE 


Complete service and MoT’s available 
to customers and the general public 


• UP TO 50% DISCOUNT* 

OFF MANUFACTURERS UVBOUR CHARGE 
for Intermediate & Main Service 

(Certain cars exciuded - piease phone to check if your car quaiifies) 


SPECIAL OFFER: 

Oil Service & Winter Check only £99+VAT 

on production of this coupon. q 

MoT stiii oniy £25 


Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. 
Written quotations available on request. Guarantees may be required. 

Great cars. Great Service, 

Great People to deal with! 

Visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 


facebook 



Peak Performance 


Highest Standards • Lowest Prices 


' Servicing & Repair 
on all makes i 

(Without affecting 
manufacturers’ 
warranty) 

' Engine Diagnostics 

' Brakes, welding, 
shock absorbers 
& timing belts 
changed 

' Best Price MoT’s 

(Class 4 and 7) 

' Air Con Service 

Best Price 
MoT, Tyres 
and Services 


FOR TOP QUALITY PERFORMANCE.. 

EVERYTIME! 


^ “ONLY WHILST STOCKS 


155 70 13T 
165 70 13T 
185 60 14H 
195 60 15V 
215 60 16H 
175 65 15T 
185 55 15V 
195 65 15H 
195 65 15H 
205 55 16V 
205 55 16V 
195 50 15V 
195 50 15V 
205 50 17W 
225 50 17W 
225 50 17W 
225 45 17Z 
225 45 17W 
225 40 18Y 
245 40 18Y 
245 40 18W 
225 40 18W 
235 40 18Y 
235 40 18W 


Dunlop 

Nexen 

Dunlop 

Nexen 

Talon 

Hankook 

Budget 

Firestone 

Budget 

Dunlop 

Infinity 

Bridgestone 

Nexen 

Budget 

Dunlop 

Capitol 

Dunlop 

Autoguard 

Avon 

Dunlop 

Talon 

Sailun 

Dunlop 

Talon 


LAST” 

£44.85 

£39.40 

£53.44 

£49.72 

£59.12 

£60.21 

£47.07 

£54.14 

£47.60 

£68.42 

£50.54 

£56.20 

£45.16 

£56.28 

£131.36 

£63.10 

£91.14 

£56.34 

£100.74 

£163.27 

£71.38 

£60.12 

£143.40 

£71.23 


Winter Tyre COI M 

195 65 15H from 

205 55 16V Budget from £7314 


inc VAT, VALVE & BALANCE 

I ONLY ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT J 


Local Collection & Delivery 

Vale Business Park, Near Cowbridge 

01446 775775 
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WlfiTUn 

KEEP YOUR CAR IN TIP TOP CONDITION! 


A Glamorgan GEM Advertisement Feature 


S,KAUTO 


For all ^ - 

your ’) ^ 

motoring , _ 

needs 

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


• Servicing • General Repairs 

• MOT & Preparation • Clutches 

• Exhausts • Timing/Cam Belt 

• Replacement • Brakes 

• Code Reading • Welding 

• Tyres • Tracking & Balancing 

• Suspension/Shocks 

• Engine & Gearbox Replacement 

• Free Tyre & 

Antifreeze Checks 


Unit 7 & 8, Heritage Business Park, 
Wick Road, Llantwit Major CF61 1YU 

Tel: 01446 795855 
Mob: 07967 129977 


WINTER 
CHECKLIST 


(CONTINUED 

FROM PAGE 24) 

Tyres: Always 
check your tyre pres¬ 
sures before any 
journey. 

Monitor your tyre 
condition; check the 
tread depths regular¬ 
ly- 

Never be tempted 
to use part worn 
tyres; lives depend on 
those tyres maintain¬ 
ing grip. 

Emergency kit: 
Carry an emergency 
kit with you; even if 
space is tight. It will 
help you stay com¬ 
fortable in adverse 
and unexpected situ¬ 
ations. 

It should contain a 


X. 



Tel. 01446 736446 
Mob. 07436 271125 

Open Monday to Friday 8.30am - 5.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am - 1.00pm 

• SERVICE • DIAGNOSTICS 

• MoTs • VALETING 

• BODYWORK • TYRES, 

• EXHAUSTS • BATTERIES 


^ MoT’s only £20 


Full Servicing from £90 me .vat 


FREE WINTER VEHICLE CHECK 

Tyres • Antifreeze • Brakes • Lights 
Wipers • Fluid Levels • Etc. 

UNIT 2, CARDIFF ROAD, BARRY 
(formerly Redrups) CF63 2QW 
Email: onestopautofix@hotmail.co.uk 


torch, fold-up safety 
triangle, spare 
wheel/puncture 
repair kit, blanket(s), 
water bottle, gloves, 
de-icer, petrol/diesel 
can, toilet roll and 
breakdown cover 
details. 

Reading this may 
just mean that when 
you’re “driving home 
for Christmas with a 
thousand memories”, 
you won’t be adding 
breaking down as 
one of them! 


P. 4X4 


Council 
make 
their 
plans for 
winter 

T he Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Council have 
been taking their 
own steps to ensure 
that the roads will 
be in the best con¬ 
dition possible in 
the event of cold 
weather over the 
next few months. 

Their ‘Big Fill’ 
campaign has seen 
them nil potholes 
across the Vale 
(always a hot topic 
when the big freeze 
begins) while 4,800 
tonnes of salt have 
been brought in to 
ensure they stay 
one step ahead of 
the icy roads. 

Salting routes 
and container loca¬ 
tions can be found 
on the council’s 
interactive postcode 
map online at: vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov. uk 
/highways. 

For more infor¬ 
mation, call 01446 
700111, or email: 
visible @ valeofglam- 
organ.gov.uk. 








Don’t forget to 
book - for a winter 
vehicle check 


WHY NOT BOOKYOUR PRIDE & JOY 
IN AND HAVE A WANDER AROUND 
COWBRIDGE WHILE THE WORK IS 
BEING CARRIED OUT. 


* 01446773768 

emall:vale4x4@btconnect.com 


LLANTWIT TYRE 
CENTRE 

NOT CLOSING DOWN! 

Open 7 days a week as normal 


All brands and makes of tyres available 

Discover the benefits of 

NITROGEN-FILLED TYRES I 
Car Wash £5 


Unit 5, Heritage Business Park, 
Wick Road, Llantwit Major CF61 lYU 

01446 793435 07809 826532 


Travel 

safely 

with 

Parrott 

T he Parrott 
Mki9100 is a 
Bluetooth 
hands-free system 
with LCD screen 
and steering wheel 
remote control. 

Automatic voice 
recognition enables the 
driver to make and 
receive calls legally 
while on the move. Once 
set up, there’s really no 
need to remove your 
phone from your pocket 
to make or receive 
phone calls in future. 

Just press the green 
button and the unit will 
ask ‘who do you want to 
call?’, say the name of 
your contact and hey 
presto, your phone calls 
them and your car stereo 
automatically puts 
throughout the call. 

And you can even 
play all your favourite 
music tunes from your 
smartphone directly to 
your car stereo - again, 
without removing it 
from your pocket (or 
handbag, girls!) 

A really great 
Christmas giftl 



MOTORPARTS 










L^m^y 

CofsiflQ up to § BluctooH 
MedtlpOsificcs 
YoKcXarnmdnd ( 
gervoMiut^ 

AufAmaik Pt>or>c 
%ynr 

fcifgly imakiteand fccrrvr CAIB 

lAViitii 

Rioncbook 5yfKhf«iibi«tton 

through rjitflinig 
vcti^le spMlierf 
r^momwt atawDom 
connedAasicantt 




OM^N LY 
L Y,,FITf€D 


TrI: 0144 J 201616 siPlpti^'ro«M*rynnerparU«net 
Mvitn iro^cl. CiMjrch VllUgc, Nr. PontyprMrf CFJa IPY 



aPii j Barry Tyre & 
Auto Centre Ltd 

Don’t get caught out this winter! 

Why should I fit winter tyres? 

More than half of UK motorists admit feeling less safe driving in the winter, yet many 
of us do little to prepare our cars for the colder weather. Research commissioned by 
TyreSafe, the UK’s leading tyre safety organisation, found the biggest worry for 
drivers in the winter is that they are more likely to have an accident as the roads feel 
more slippery. 

Switching to winter tyres could dramatically increase your safety over the entire 
winter period and could even save you money. They’re constructed to give you a 
much better grip, reducing your stopping distances on wet or icy roads. And because 
they are specially designed to operate in temperatures below 7oC, their wear rate is 
significantly better than normal ‘summer’ tyres in the colder winter months! 

Last year, drivers struggled without winter tyres 

• 54% of drivers said they felt less safe when driving in the winter. 

• 45% of drivers said their biggest fear about driving in the winer was that 
they were more likely to have an accident as the roads felt more slippery. 

• 1 in 3 drivers skidded on Britain’s roads. 

• 15% were involved in, or witnessed, an accident 

• 12% only narrowly avoided a collision. 

• 1 in 6 drivers had to abandon their journey. 



Let’s put a stop to accidents this winter 

switch t 


These stopping distances prove you’re less likely to get in a scrape if you switch to 
winter tyres. 

BRAKING ON ICY ROADS FROM 20mph (32km/h)TO REST 



TYRE 

CHECK, 


BRAKING ON SNOWY ROADS FROM SOmph (48km/h)TO REST > 








LOWER GUTHRIE 
STREET, BARRY 

01446 737447 


HOLTON ROAD, 
BARRY 

01446 745888 


www.barrytyreautocentre.co.uk 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
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Queen Street, Barry - £129,995 

Three bedroom mid terraced property • Situated 
in West End of Barry • Hallway • Lounge through 
dining room • Modern fitted kitchen • Bathroom 
to ground floor • upvc DG • Gas CH • Enclosed 
rear courtyard ‘Within walking distance of 
shops, schools and train station. 


COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES 


Capel Calferia, Barry - £134,950 

A chapel conversion basement apartment • 
Contemporary open plan living • Entrance hallway • 
Fitted kitchen with built in appliances • Dining area • 
Lounge • Master bedroom with en suite • Separate 
wc • Enclosed private courtyard accesses from dining 
area • Two located parking spaces • No chain. 


Millwood,Penmark - £369,000 

Four bedroom detached • Entrance hallway • 
Cloakroom • Lounge • Dining room • Study • 
Kitchen/Diner • Utility room • Family bathroom 
and ensuite to master • Enclosed rear garden • 
garage with auto doors • Located just off main 
link road • Easy access to airport and Cardiff. 


Westward Rise, Barry - £180,000 

Three bedroom semi detached • West End of 
barry • Entrance hallway • Two reception 
rooms • Kitchen • Modem bathroom to 1st 
floor • Gas CH • upvc DG • Enclosed rear 
garden • Driveway with off road parking • 
Garage • Walking distance of Porthkerry Park. 


Heol Fioled, Barry - £249,950 

Four bedroom detached • Landscaped rear 
garden • Hallway • Lounge • Further reception 
room • Modem kitchen/breakfest room • French 
doors to decked area • Utility room • Downstairs 
wc • Family bathroom • upvc DG • Gas CH via 
combi • Driveway with offroad parking. 


Ffordd Cwm Giddy, Barry - £249,950 

Four/five bedroom detached • Split level residence 
• Entrance hallway • Inner hallway • Master 
bedroom with en suite • Family bathroom • Lounge 
• Dining room • Kitchen/breakfast room • Utility 
room • Third reception • Gas CH • upvc DG • 
Enclosed rear garden • Driveway • Single garage. 


Blenheim Close, Barry - £219,950 

Four bedroom detached property • Cul de sac 
comer plot • Hallway • Lounge • Dining room 
• Fitted kitchen • Downstairs cloakroom • 
Family bathroom • upvc DG • Gas CH • 
Enclosed rear garden • Driveway with off road 
parking • Detached single garage. 


Clos Mancheldowne, Barry - £189,950 

Three bedroom • Three storey townhouse • 
Views over Barry Waterfront • Hallway • 
Shower room • Utihtyroom • Lounge • 
Modern fitted kitchen/diner with breakfast bar 
area • Two en suites • upvc DG • Gas CH • 
Enclosed rear garden • Garage and driveway. 




Lakin Drive, Barry - £289,950 

Four double bedroom detached • Highlight Park 
development • Porch • Hallway • Downstarswc 
• Lounge • Dining Room • Conservatory • 
Modem fitted kitchen/breakfast room • Family 
bathroom • DG • Gas CH • Enclosed rear garden 
• Driveway • Off road parking • Single garage. 


Salisbury Road, Barry - £144,950 

Three bedroom semi detached • West End of 
Barry • Porch • Entrance hallway • Downstairs 
wc • Kitchen • Lounge • Rear porch • 
Bathroom and separate wc to 1st f loor • Gas CH 
• upvc DG • Enclosed rear garden • Driveway 
with off road parking • Garage • No chain. 


High Street, Barry - £115,000 

Two bedroom mid terrace • West End of Barry • 
Hallway • Lounge/dining room • Fitted kitchen 
in 2011 • Bathroom in 2008 • Majority upvc DG 
• Gas CH via newly installed condensing boiler • 
Enclosed rear garden • Walking distance of bus 
route, schools, train station, etc • No chain. 


Colcot Road, Barry - £136,950 

Three bedroom semi detached • Porch • Entrance 
hallway ‘Lounge ‘Kitchen/diner ‘ shower room/utility 
room ‘Downstairs wc ‘GasCH ‘UpvcDG ‘Enclosed 
rear garden ‘ Driveway with off road parking for 
numerous cars ‘ Single detached garage ‘ Situated on 
bus route ‘Walking distance of schools, shops. 


Caer Ffynnon, Barry - £244,950 

Detached ‘ Self contained unit ideal as granny 
annexe or convert back to garage and storage ‘ 
two fitted kitchens ‘ Two bathrooms ‘ Front, side 
and rear gardens ‘ Off road parking for numerous 
vehicles ‘ Walking distance of The Knap gardens, 
beach, old harbour and Porthkerry parks. 


Robert Street, Barry - £97,500 

Two bedroom bay fronted mid terrace ‘ Loft room 
‘ Entrance hallway ‘ Lounge ‘ Dining room ‘ 
Fitted kitchen ‘ Family bathroom to 1st floor ‘ Gas 
CH ‘ upvc DG ‘ Enclosed rear garden ‘ Storage 
shed ‘ Walking distance of shops and school ‘ 
Close to Barry Dock train station ‘ No chain. 


Hannah Street, Barry - Reduced to £93,950 

Three bedroom traditional bay fronted mid 
terrace in heart of Barry ‘ Porch ‘ Hallway ‘ 
Lounge ‘ Diningroom ‘ Kitchen ‘ Downstairs 
bathroom ‘ upvc DG ‘ Gas CH ‘ E nclosed 
forecourt and low maintenance rear garden ‘ 
Close to local amenities ‘ No chain. 


Westward Rise, Barry 
Offers in region of £275,000 

Four bedroom semi detached ‘ West End of Barry ‘ 
Entrance hallway ‘ Lounge ‘ Two further reception 
rooms ‘ Fitted kitchen/family room ‘ Shower room and 
family bathroom to 1st floor ‘ Loft area ‘ Gas CH ‘ upvc 
DG ‘ Enclosed rear garden with gate to Porthkerry Park. 


Windsor Road, Barry - £184,950 

Six bedroom, three storey, mid terrace ‘ West End of 
Barry ‘ Hallway ‘ Lounge ‘ Dining room ‘ Kitchen 
‘ Bathroom ‘ Two en suite bathrooms ‘ Enclosed 
rear garden ‘ Good investment potential ‘ Minutes 
walking distance of school, shops and Barry train 
station ‘ Close to RomBly Park and beaches. 


Pontypridd Road, Barry - £169,995 

Three bedroom semi detached ‘ West End 
Barry ‘ Porch ‘ Entrance hallway ‘ two 
reception rooms ‘ kitchen ‘ utility room ‘ wc 
cloalffoom ‘ Family shower room to 1st floor ‘ 
Driveway with ample parking ‘ Enclosed 
garden and patio area ‘ Easy access to A48 




Plas Gwernen, Barry - £145,950 

Two bedroom semi detached ‘ cul de sac location ‘ 
Entrance hallway ‘ lounge/dining room ‘ 
kitchen/breakfast room ‘ Downstairs wc ‘ Family 
bathroom.upvcDG ‘ Gas CH ‘ Enclosed rear garden 
‘ Private road leading to driveway with off road 
parking for two vehicles ‘ Easy access to M4. 


I 


mf 


Gladstone Road, Barry - £147,000 

Three bedroom ‘ Bay fronted mid terrace 
property ‘ Hallway ‘ Lounge ‘ Through 
diningroom ‘ Kitchen ‘ Family bathroom to 
1st floor ‘ upvc DG ‘ Gas CH ‘ Enclosed rear 
garden ‘ Garage ‘ Minutes walking distance to 
town centre, schools and train station. 


Flat 29, Howard Court, Barry - £129,950 

Two bedroom first floor flat in block of four 
‘ West End of Barry ‘ Entrance hallway ‘ Lounge 
‘Fitted kitchen ‘Modern bathroom ‘UpvcDG 
‘ Gas CH ‘ Communal gardens ‘ Garage ‘ off road 
parking ‘ Close proximity to bus route, shops and 
cafes. Easy access to Cardiff and M4 ‘ No chain. 


Lydstep Road, Barry - £125,950 

Three bedroom ‘ Semidetached ‘ Hallway ‘Lounge 
‘ Dining room ‘ Modern fitted kitchen and bathroom 
‘ upvc DG ‘ Gas CH ‘ Enclosed rear garden ‘ Driveway 
with off road parking for one vehicle ‘ Garage being 
utilised as workshop ‘ Cavity wall and new roof 
insulation in 2010 ‘ Close to local amenities and M4. 


Queen Street, Barry - £109,950 

Three bedroom mid terrace ‘ West End of Barry 
‘ Hallway ‘ Lounge through dining room 
‘ Kitchen/breakfast room ‘ Downstairs shower room 
‘ Separate wc ‘ Partially developed loft room ‘ Gas CH 
‘ Enclosed rear courtyard ‘Walking distance to shops, 
schools and train station ‘ No chain. 


Coronation Street, Barry - £95,000 

Two double bedroom mid terrace property ‘ Hallway 
‘Lounge ‘Diningroom ‘Fittedkitchen ‘Downstairs 
shower room and 1st floor family bathroom ‘ partial 
upvc DG ‘ Gas CH ‘ Enclosed low maintenance garden 
‘ Garage to rear ‘ Ideal 1st time buy ‘ Walking distance 
of shopping centre and train station ‘ No chain. 


Holton Road, Barry - £5,950 per annum 

Situated on the main thoroughfare of Holton Road 
Briefly comprising Shop ‘Office ‘Shelving for 
storage ‘ wc ‘ Easy access of Cardiff and M4 
corridor ‘ Flexible terms available ‘Viewing by 
appointment only ‘ Please contact CommercM 
Manager Angela on 01446 709933- 


Palmersvale, Barry - £7,000 per annum 

Opportunity to lease a two story unit comprising 
workshop/storage with roller shutter door and 1st 
floor offices storage. Toilet facilities. Total floor area 
approx I42m2. Ground floor area approx 82m2. First 
floor office/storage area approx 29m2 ‘ Car parking 
to front ‘ Contact Angela on 01446 709933. 


High Street, Barry - £9,500 per annum 

Opportunity to lease a ground floor shop unit in a prime 
location in High Street ‘ Comprising shop area one 
approx 29m2 ‘ Shop area two approx 13m3 ‘ Storage 
area ‘kitchen wc. ‘Basement approx 50m2 ‘Garden 
area with rear lane access ‘ Total floor area approx 
152m2 ‘ Further information contact 01446 709933. 


Four bedroom bay fronted mid terrace ‘ Views 
over old harbour and sea beyond from 1st floor ‘ 
West End of barry ‘ Open porch ‘ Hallway ‘ 
Lounge ‘ Sitting room ‘ Kitchen/dining room ‘ 
Family bathroom ‘ Hard wood DG ‘ Gas CH ‘ 
Enclosed rear garden ‘ Close to all local amenities. 


Hazelwood, Barry - £156,950 

Three bedroom mid terrace ‘ Entrance 
hallway ‘ Lounge ‘ Kitchen/diner ‘ Three 
bedrooms and bathroom to 1st floor ‘ Cellar 
providing space for utilities, storage or 
workshop ‘ Gas CH ‘ upvc DG ‘ E nclosed 
rear garden ‘ Walking distance to train station. 


Porthkerry Road, Barry - £415,000 

Well established, family run hotel offering bed & breakfast 
with in-house restaurant, owners private accommodation and 


shower guest rooms. 
Facilities include free of 
tie licensed lounge har. 
‘Whispers Restaurant’ 
dining room with 
seating for 16. Fully 
equipped kitchen and 
sun terrace. Ten minute 
drive from Cardiff 
airport. Walking 
distance of High Street 
shops and Barry train 
station. 


KNIGHTSl 


Barry (01446) 700222 
Lettings (01446) 701333 


ESTATE AGENTS • CHARTERED SURVEYORS ( Commercial( 0 i 446 ) 709933 


84 High Street, BARRY CF62 7DX • www.knights.uk.com 
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APPLICATION DEADLINE: 5 : 00 PM 12 December 2012 


a 


homes4 

HOTLINE 

01446 708640 



To apply call the hotline, e-mail us at 

HOMES4UOvaleofglamor9an.gov.uk 


or apply in writing to; 
Vale of Glamorgan Council 
Legal. Public Protection and Housing Department 
Civic Offices, Holton Road, Barry CF63 4RU or 
Newydd Housing Association 
121 Broad Street, Barry CF62 7AL 


A 4 .Bf RT ROAD, PtNARTH 


Suit Igr 9 psrton 
oroowple PrtorSifS^^ 
Id MidDf occupied 
•0^to«|rw?i llji 
•Croind fteor |irtep«| 
•Curfirii hasItiQ 
• 0DtAl»-^la£ai9 
Rent CS7 T9 per amuk 

•wtsr and titr^ ctivgos 


ecilf VU€ CLOSC. Pf NARIH 


Rrlortty olv«n to H4U 
ufidar occupare SultiRto «or • Mnglt 
ptovCA or ooupio o«or 
S^ftopds 

• Oto-bfrRoofTi Pit 

• frit toor 

• Canlrai hMAng 

• Ouul>4e«^toifi9^^rrn 
Rent CC7 79 per 
aic^u^ng 

iMtpr and itam eParpaa 


CATHf RIN( MLAZEX PiNARTH 


H4UBafQin0^2J7Si:M 
Stal lor m oasplo poraon 
or couple over 5fi 
•Ooo-lMdrodei Nl 
•FHtloor 
♦Cenlnii PeMng 
•DouPle*DlBZ)ng 
•Co*»rTvn4y ali^nt 
Rant €84.97 p9r 
including vvam. Mf>c* 
and aiareK ctiirgM 





CHtsTtnriicosTnifT. harav 



mu NdRtonrP ?P4ff9S 
Suitable tor a larvvly 

• TVio-bad^oofTi lHK»» 

• CffilnD nafldng 

• Double glasng 

• Gardens 


Rent €9409 per lee^ 
ndudino iMBter cno'gee 


CLOS TYNIAO OtO, BARRY 


no image 
available 


H4LI /W 4oo n pa 1030098 
SuHabR lor ■ oesglo 
por o on or coupio wt9t 
cMd eqod ouer 10 
e Hto-bedroom M 
•SwxrdifKjr 
•Cararai beaittg 
• DoiRl^OOrvig 

Rom tT9il8 por ootli 
inciKlng fiifv4ai ebargg 


OAK COURT, PCRAATM 



^ir 


• mu rmfhmnar IUT^X14 

SaMRUorati^ 
person over 80 |W wIR 
medkel need! 

J • Ono beoroo«« t» 


• Second floor |mili Ml| 
■ OoubM glajing 



■ Eoononty 7 haoi n g 
• Scbefne (tigriogoueiemi 

Rent CI88.IS per wotk 
iKludng servico cTorge 


QIMYN JAA9E8 COURT, P&MARTH 



r*4U rmeuanev 
Su Re b le Sof » atn0o 
person over 99 - no pee* 

• Studio epartment 

• First foor (no ifti 

• Double gl^ng 

• debemt Co-ordnito' 

• Communal aoceas 

• ^ftun>\)arctens 
Rant CtOdAA p*r yyoaA 
ticSu^ng noMir^ wotar 
«id ear* CO ebtogae 


NARBERTH COURT. BARRY |7] 


H4U AoRManoo 2775r7 

SsaliRlo lor • tamllf 



• bap-bficlnoom bOUBW 
•OerdrUhnallr'g 

• Doubo'giaze'g 

• Oardaoj 


Root €82.30 par arnnk 
incUdng vmter cb»99S 


PM 4 JPPA fftcrrH COURT, harry 


PORTAUUN CtOSC. BARRY 


RR/mRmffca 7714/2 


H parann nr enupfo oaar !IS 

• nopota 

• Onn-basPnnm Hat 
• FIral lucr Kaitoda tAH>4 
• Doubli glaang 
• Parton^gerdens 
• Scheme co*cc<dlnator 
Rent €97X19 pw •ncludlrg 
catar end Mrvtce ctarge 




It;* 




• Dna-fcanlrTicao flal 

• OmuKldoor 

• DouUg gU^vHl 

• Central noatmg 

• Communoi gardona 
Rent €8482 nduRng 
vnntr and service ebarge 


RORTH WALK, BARRY 


_ mu natoartco 21 /Sa2 



SuHoblo for a tamlY 

• nraa-tudnoom fUl 
•Upstars 

• Central Heasng 

• DoubR-glaarig 

• Conmunai oardana 
Rant €79.37 par aaret 
nciuding nailer, nainlirt 

and atarm 


RCOLAROS AVERUr, PCHARTH 


mu foMmnem ^43aJ9 

SuRiblatoraaInRa 

t P*raoncircfii|plafyaar 99 

> no pate 

■ On*-had mom Rit 

I •BeoendAeoff 

• DoubR gtobng 

• Central 

• warden and alam 
Rent CSC0.96 pn inc 
faatar.mndan 9 alarm eng 


ST LUKES AVENUE. PENARTft 


imUtedMence 743849 
SuHabteSoratinglo 
per sorv couple or smaP 
famliY«>nop«ts 

• TWo-twdmcm flat 

•Upihire 

• Ociubla ^Mbng 

• CenhM haaong 

• WMtt malar 

Rant tri.TT par aaek 
inducSfig saretca cnarge 




AdfSrass 

Bids 

Band 

Reg 

CowstoOrha 

80 

Gob 

t44)G*t7 

Deploy Cout 

BB 

M12 

zztob'u 

Thertoe Court 

28 

84«e»« 

ajiW^T 


You miml ba a H0MES4U meiviber lo 
apply for any of tfiasa bomaa. 

VliVic^ fcstSdny XT more e^p-i nrm 

proparty you all ba asaad to stJDa your 

oriifT rtf {xefWorK:* 

Rl deserptons and oPier details are 
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TREHARNE ROAD, BARRY 


WICK ROAO. EWETRtfY 


I W1LUAMS CRESCENT. BARRY 



M4U reference 279739 
SuKable tor a tinpo 
person, couple or small 
raaUiy*nopats 

• TMo-t»d»ocm fat 

• Cnound Sprr 

• OoAila ^Rmrig 

• Central heaisng 

• Communal g*4tm 
Rent t78,.87 par Ino 
■jRr.ayrden I alarm org 



R4C/iRWue*xe25a79f 

S t RaBie for a temlly 

• TTrea badroofs housa 

• Central f^eaRHI 

• DouNe giazlTH) 

• Water mecar 

• (Woara 

Rent €88 96 porwetk 
inciudno amef charges 



>«U»eWt"ence 279717 
SuaabietoraPngfo 
persofL couple or smai 
fanAy*nopats 

• T\m>-bad»Pom Sat 
•Upftarg 

■ DcaihM gUsing 

• Central beaarp 
Rent €8080 per aeae 
ndieSInig ^lar ares 
Mnyvaga lyargm i 


lnipori.v»! dilormatron for ^xraijnn ru^ ccuncti tsianR» 


Evnaa Apnl 2013 Houeing Banafll Rulaa aro cbanginQ lor 'vnonung 
ape* tonenta oho Rm m Coimcf and Naua**g A aa o c ietton 
proparhMi. If you mm of panelon aga aile ebanga vdS mat eOtect you, 

Daductiora vAI be rrvde txm Mouang Be^t claao viAera e claenant 
8 iMrg ei a properTf evft IS cissoed as too larpe tor T^m. Tt^ere 1^1 
be • tOR deduedpn tor pro ertra bo(8Dom and a 2SR deduction tor 
tap or more bedroemsv 

To calcueite room neods tor a doei. one bodroom a diomed lor coch 
of the toioeengc 

• e«ary adiR coiple; 

• any olhav adilt wgmi cM»r tR 

• any taoctMdbenot the same w< up to age 16: 

• any enocMdtanragardase of seM aged under tOl or 

• arry other died 

PoeRpr ettIPon ara npl metoded n iba calniabon. 


Ee a mp Ra 

A angle paraoa M mortong ogR itvesg n a tvo*badroom property 
the aeaew'Hrifl/room nned would be one bedroom, so a RH 
dOdxAoe from iTeir Mousing BeneOt aould apply 
A ooiple |oi apdong agR Hetoo 414 thrae-badroom prapofTy 
The ioiKismar»t of room need woUd be one bedroom, so a 29% 
oaduCAo* tfoei rar Houseig BenefM aouid apply 
A avHpe pmrmrti or oeuple mtoi a ton apad 8 and a dnupblar aped 8. 
Rrap n e three be d room property 

theaeee ey» er» t c# room need would be two bedroorrvt, eo thme 
woUd bo a t4% deduofon from thee Houstig BeoeOi 
A angii pdfVfS or oeuple «6» taro dauthtam, aged tE and 4 and a 
sen egad 4. IMtg n a fhrea bedroom proparty 
The iii<safggm<r»l 0/ room need wOiid be Ihto* liedrooma, so no 
dedx8o« nomd eppV 


Pieiaae be aerara 0# the abeva atien mRung bids for propartias m ITps acTuarl as Ihit msy aHact hour much rant you pay 

4 lFHofhg>wapp#r ^ # Anewydd ©ft 


























^CCTV Sysems 
Supplied 
^ and Fitted ^ 


* Sonos wi-fi ^ 
sound system installed. 
Visit our website 
for more details 
or call to arrange 
k a free demo’ ^ 


Order now for 
Pre-Christmas 
delivery 

3°Q. 

Buy 3 blinds for 
the price of 2 


This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

I Probably Wales’ Number I for: 
• Blinds 

•Shutters 

•Awnings solar 

•Canopies bHodS 


North Road, Bridgend 
Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP 

Tel: 01656 663800 

DAYimU 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

www.solarsunshades.co.uk 


VALE BLINDS(w^,L.d, 

SALE NOW ON 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


www.grabitplanthireltd.co.uk 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 


d i a m; ; n d 

Property Services (Wales) 

All electrical work undertaken 
plus a full range of home improvements 
and maintenance services at affordable prices 
with over 25 years experience 
in the building trade. 

Tel. 07980 712 777 

email: diamondpropertyserviceswales@gmail.com 


01446 439125 or 07818 413451 
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LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 


• Poor Reception Fixed 

• OAP Discounts 

• Additional TV Points 

• Digital Aerial Installations 

• Ci-00 Unma _ 

• Freesat Installations www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 


The Aerial Man 


Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 


Vale of Glamorgan 
Bridgend 




www.onevisionltd.co.uk 


BLINDS & 
CURTAINS 

^3 Vertical jL 
Blinds 

;,£99**«ii 


Tor 

only 


^BLBND SALE!^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly 
CF83 IBQ • wvvw.sfarline-blinds.co.uk 






ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 743267 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


BARRY & VAL£ DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 

SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 1 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH | 

TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP & TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 
Tel.TIM on 07980 702229/01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
COVERING ALL AREAS JUV 









GRAB I 


PLANT HIRE LTD 

From creating a Pathway to 
fiPhTTdOVl.'n Building a Home, we can provide 
jWTwWgMttwJ the complete service. 


01446700535 _ 

Covering the whole of the Vale 


ACORN ^ 

Building & Property Services 

From easing a door or laying your- 

patio to building a new extension. 

Quolifed tradesman with 35 years experience. 

Tel. John 07527 835650 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

O 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

do it air 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 


R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing^ 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 735376 
or 07920 195775 


MILLENNIUM 
BLINDS WALES 


WINTER SPECIAL OFFERS 

Wood Venetian Blinds - Buy 2 get 1 FREE 


20% OFF all other Blinds 

Serving Cardiff and the Vale of Glamorgan 
Showroom at: Service 

70 MERTHYR ROAD, WHITCHURCH, CARDIFF. 02920 621111 


Plan ahead for 2013. Use the GEM to promote your business. 

Call: 01446 774484 c 
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Chimney 

Sweep 

C.R. Jose 

Est. 1965 

The Otigiiial Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 
HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 




Excel Sweeps # 

All Chimneys swept - Stoves refurbished 
Cowls fitted - Nests removed 
Fully Insured - Guild Certificates issued 


01446 688141 / 07508 839120 

www.excelsweeps.co.uk 


Clear^of?A 

Certified with the 

‘Guild of 
Master Sweeps’ 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance eertifieates issued. 

Tel. 07890 857238 





Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken 


^ ^Domestic and 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering . Con^erciaC 
_ _ , , ^__ __^ %/‘Ere,e, ‘Estimates 

01446 771137 & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 
e-mail: jdrammondl37@gmail.com 


|QDii[?27 ©©C?M70©©3. 




Services 


Quality installation 
of Kitchen and 'g 
Bedroom fittings 
“Local reliable staff’ 

Call Paul now for 
a free quotation 

07568 159619 

prservices2012@hotmail.co.uk 


W If its wood 
PSy - we're 
CARPENTRY ^ety good! 

Kitchens •Flooring‘Stairs 
Tiling •Maintenance‘Patios 


HD Computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 
' Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


m Tel 01446 773158 

Call Peter 07749 617322| 07779 713604 anytime 



TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 






STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


VOLE CARPETS 

corned to <foci 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 



Isti 

CHOICE 

CARPET/UPHOLSTERY 

CLEANING 

Professional, Reliable, 
Established. 
Prices you can’t 
afford to miss out on. 

_ Plus... _, 


Stain & Odour Removal 

FREE 

with carpet clean | 


GUTTER CLEANING 



07930157952 or 
01446 737695/739603 


01446 741460 
07830 480569 


The CiEM 

01446 
774 484 


(gjaaaapQgi 




HEATH 

WINDOWS & DDDRS 

anti, 

aS, ^k/tiia\ti, 

T: 02920 650854 
M: 07703 828 002 

vmw.heathwindowsltd.co.uk 


AUTUMN - WINTER 

OFFERS 

Established Family Company 
Genuine Offers 
Professional, 

Reliable Service 


FREE BACK 
DOOR 

when you buy 1 x 
front door and 3 or 
more windows 



All Double Glazing Repairs & Maintenance 

• Misted Units inc. ^ 

Bevels & Stains Bridi 

• Broken Handles/ 

Hinges 

• Door Locks Repaired and Upgraded 

• Fully Qualified Locksnnith 


www.bHdgendwindows.com 


/RE^IT 

^ (Established Family Business) 



Repair 
Spec alists 


I Locksmiths I 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estinnate and advice 


Why renew when you can repair! 
Richard 07518 256743 or 01656 842414 
www.refitlocksmiths.co.uk 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


ivfiNfoMf ree uk 

• Window and Door Repair • 


01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


©ctwa©(i 



Dave Refifell 

Electrical Services 

-h-" 

^ Domestic 
I *^1 Installer 
I 1 Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefrell@hotmail.co.uk 


* Septic Tank * 
*Cesspit Emptying * 
* TVeatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 



Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 


Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 

^ R.J.B. 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 


01446771655 
07885 347642 


"I 


=11 

Approved Contractor 


S.M.Vaughan 

mIb eib 

H Approved Contractc 


ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
ALL ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

• Rewires • Sockets • Lights, etc 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 


INSTAUf 

ELECTRICAL g j1 

Commercial & Don^tic 

* All electrical work undertaken 

* Fuse Board Replacement 

* Repairs 

* Installations 

* Fault Finding 

* Maintenance 


FREE VISUAL 
ELECTRICAL 
SAFETY 
INSPECTION 
AVAILABLE 
FOR HOMES 
& BUSINESSES 


FREE SURVEY ^ 
AVAILABLE |B 

01446 733773 HAm 
07816 091425^ 


ID.GULLIVER' 


First Class Painter 
and Decorator 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


§ All Internal & External Work 
9 No Job too Small 
f 25 Years Experience 
# Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile: 07914 056255 



ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 




PJ CLARKE 


Bridgend Domestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 
Dishwashers, etc. Est 1983 
Most makes repaired 
Machines NOT taken away 
Repaired at your own home 
S' Bridgend 659354 07974 120082 




<c@l Ii'(gQcf‘g©aO 

imm 


(iank'ii 

’ IVI • Wj ms . • WT5 flTlOi. ICDGIS 
AHD i Kunrwxn 

UlriilMiiM': 91444 4I942H 
4ir 077AS 611753 



Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 
Paddock Topping 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


The c^i 


' tJtd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


SEE MORE 

GARDEN 

SERVICES 

ON NEXT PAGE 


A'.- Garden & Landscaping Services 

IT ' Award Winning Landscapers & Driveway Installers 

• Block Paved & Resinbond Driveways • 

• Patios • Fencing • Decking • 

• Walling • Water Features/Ponds • Turfing • 
www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 

For a FREE quote contact 
Nick: 07790 166480 or 01446 710736 




AUrthiSr* 

SAIIS > StfVVCt * RtPAm * SPAAIS 
I R4N TtK StifUCe ORALI NOW AVNLAfiLl | 
lIcNl uNgwMfwtQR^inifipNfRi 
Ci4bcl6Bi» JirvwCT •ytakli 
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VNU BupmttPNl. UriAvn. 
CMM^OFTITff 
T#A 81448 779902^ 
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Brioce sfS 

Vme V 

Tree Serviss' 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 

FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
HEDGE CUTTING 
& EENCING AVAILABLE 
HIGHLY QUALIEIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


Advertise your 
business in 


fhe GEM 

01446 774484 



WE SELL 


BOTTLED 

GAS 

Free Local Delivery 
and Collection 

Tel. 01446 771999 
Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park, 
Llandow 

www.randt.co.uk 




35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 


for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas^ Landlord Safety Checks ^ 
plus Electrical Services y ; 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers ‘ iSr’ 




COMBINATION BOILER & 
LPG SPECIALIST 


Static Homes - Caravans 
Landlord/Gas Safety Certificates 
Competitive Prices 
Reiiabie Service 

01446 796263 or 07814 394378 

wvvw.gaspservices.co.uk 
gaspservices@yahoo.co.uk 302870 





gZm Plumbing & Heating 

— ^ II 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 99424hrs 
" Combination Boiler Specialist 
Annual Boiler Service only £40 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements^ 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 






'DC'Pfumbu[(i 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

0M44 4t|f7l 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job _ 
too small 
07526 125982^ 
or 01446 753503 



J P EDWARDS 

F>i tirv^niNO # 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 


014M 700127 07710 003520 


[01446 404838 | 

Si Ivey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
www.silveyroofing.co.uk 

l OH; ^ ^ 


S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING ■ DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 23014T 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
> I & Tiling 


01446 

794266 



CELTIC g 
PLUMBING I 
& HEATING 


All aspects of 
plumbing and heating 
work undertaken 


07973 785339 ^ 
07956 887536 S 


The GEM 

01446 774484 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ vaUey repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 




St.Athan 

RUBBISH 
& HOUSE 
REMOVALS 


' Grass Cuttings 
House Removal 
Rubbish Removal 
' Hedge Trimming 
' Gutters, Fascia’s 
Cleaned 
Free Quotes 


<l3 ^1iQG r‘3cag] ©©Cr^!7a©l 


GUY FORD 

Quality Pksteiing 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 





Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


aixlent.wiring@ hotmail.co.uk 


GIFT 
VOUCHERS 
AVAILABLE 

01446 719555 
07798 501267 > 


:|t 

I RO 


Established 1987 


CL 

ROOFING 

Roofing & Waterproofing Specialists 




Flat Roof Specialists 

_‘ e life expectancy 50 years + 

Slates & Tiled Roofs 

Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 


Domestic & Commercial 
I All Work Guaranteed 
Over 30 Years Experience 


® yCalsV1yK7 


Driving School Ltd 

• Learn from 14 years of age upwards 


Gift Vouchers now available by 
phone or via our wehsite 


0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 




Free No Obligation Survey 
^ Discounts given to GAP’s 


D--* 


01446 775145 / 07974 953414 

www.cf rroof i ng.co.uk 


Plan ahead for 2013. 

Use the GEM to promote your 
business. Reach 43,000 readers 
and be seen on the web. 

Call: 01446 774484 

The CvEwi 


Your local Skip Hire Co. 
for Barry & The Vale 


POSSIBLY THE CHEAPEST 
SKIPS IN SOUTH WALES 


80% of Waste Recycled I 


Open: Mon-Fri 
7am - 6pm 


if* 

L RECYCLE 


Saturday 
Sam - 1pm 


YCLE RE-USE 

y — 



REMOVE . , 

- ^ 

Abacus Hire 

Your local skip hir^ompany 
£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 

Mixed Waste 

2 yard £79 
4 yard £105 
5.5 yard £115 
8 yard £155 
16 yard £240 
16 yard (wood only) £200 


We Buy PVC Windows - We pay up 
to £2.50 per kg for Electrical Cable 


Prices not inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 



(£)(f 




INSTA 

SKIP HIRE LTD^ _ 

Mini, Midi & Large 
Builders Skips 

Delivered & Collected 

Discount Available 
on Hardcore Skips 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
WASTE COLLECTIONS 

(includes labourers) 

Tipper Hire 
& Digger Hire 
Available 


Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email mstallskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 



Established o^r 23years ^ 

TiCcstyU 


Martyn Hacker 

SPECIALIST WALL AND FLOOR CERAMIC 


□ 


AND NATURAL STONE TILING 
PROFESSIONAL, RELIABLE SERVICE 

07816 668076 or 01446 792676 

martynhacker05@hotmail.co.uk 


n 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Wing Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installatbn 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 
www.bonnytiler.co.uk 
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We will pay you for your 

Computers - Electricals 
Non-Ferrous Metals 

Top price and service 


Why trash it? Cash it! 

FIND us NEXT TO THE TOWER 
ON LLANDOW TRADING ESTATE 

Trt:0?>T2S101» 

Mww.iuitfnrMjKj(a«4 ISJ 



SCRAP YOUR CAR LEGALLY I 

•m 


-a. 



A . J 

s r u 

VEHICLE RECYCLING' 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any: Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UP TO £20,000 CASH PAID 

We will beat any price local lyQSSSS tor: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 
Armour Cable, etc. 


ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
theDVLAand 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 


We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


Call US today on 

01446 701707 

(24 Hours) 


SUTTONS Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 / 07971 648596 


barry-today.co. u k 
cowbr idge-today.co. u k 
I lantwit-major-today.co. u k ] 
port hcawl-today.co. u k 
bridgend-today.co.uk 


The GEM 

News, Sport, Letters, 
Features, What’s On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 


SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST CfiSH PRICES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRRP 
£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of In a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


W A Brown Son 


Funofiii Directors 


fKiLn Aihtf 7 

• i r a iongy 

PcfTiDfoke Houso. 

Cdllege StreeUJantwit 

01446 792 489 W 


'^H.PI^Er^&SON^ 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 
PRE-PAID EUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 



DH Solutions-Vehicle Traders 

Scrap or not we buy the lot CASH 


fawilil minimum - Any vehicle 
with at least 3 months MoT 
in good working order 

mwii minimum any vehicle 
up to £50,000 cash paid 


faiiiiii minimum any vehicle 
pre 1993 L Registration 


vvvvw.scrapmetalvehicletrader.co.uk 

07785 943145 or 01446 728137 


ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885 251742 


Found 


Female 

Border Terrier 

with red collar 
in Western Square, Barry 

01446 420416 
07906 781018 



Found 
Black Cat 

on Beach Road, 
Llantwit Major 

Please ring 
07976 641954 


GOODS VEHICLE 
OPERATOR’S 
LICENCE 

Contract Vehicles Ltd 
of 6 Airport West, 
Lancaster Way, 
Yeadon, Leeds. 
LS19 7ZA 

is applying for a 
licence to use 
Lafarge Cement UK, 
East Aberthaw, 

Nr Barry, 

Vale of Glamorgan. 

CF62 3ZR 
as an operating centre 
for 19 goods vehicle 
and 19 trailers. 
Owners or occupiers of 
land (including buildings) 
near the operating centre 
who believe that their use 
or enjoyment of that land 
would be affected, should 
make written 

representations to the 
Traffic Commissioner at 
Hillcrest House, 386 
Harehills Lane, Leeds, 
LS9 6NF stating their 
reasons, within 21 days of 
this notice. Representors 
must at the same t ime send 
a copy of their 
representations to the 
applicant at the address 
given at the top of this 
notice. 

A Guide to Making 
Representations is 

available from the Traffic 
Commissioners Office. 



Renault Laguna 1.9 
DCi Expression 

52 Plate, met blue, CD, 
air con, alloys, recent 
cam belt, 1 year’s MOT, 
excellent condition, tax. 

£795 

01446 794866 
07570 931487 


Ford Fiesta 
1.2 Zetec 

Only 51,000 miles, long 
tax & MOT, reliable and 
economical. 

£795 ono 
07813 132919 


Ford Fiesta 
1300 Flight 

3-Dr, Y Reg, silver, 
66,000 miles, new MOT 

£995 

07976 874741 




HAUIWELL 

Marilyn Elaine (nee Shore) 

Peacefully at home on 17th November aged 64. 
Beloved wife of Ralph, adored mother of Ingrid and 
John, loved grandma of Seren and Robin. Precious 
memories of Marilyn held by mother Lilian and 
brothers Graham and Andrew, sister-in-law Polly, 
son-in-law Philip and newphews and nieces Anna, 
Robert, Tom and Georgina. 

Funeral arrangements to be given at a later date. 


NpRTHCOTT 

Elaine (of Llantwit Major) 

Passed away peacefully on 27th November, 2012 
with her family around her. 

Dearly loved wife of the late Charlie, 
a wonderful Mum, cherished Nan and Nan-Nan. 
Funeral service at Coy church Crematorium on Monday 10th 
December, 2012 at 11.00am. Family flowers only please. 
Donations to Diabetic Research Unit, Llandough Hospital. 
Elaine will be very sadly missed by family and friends. 




FLOWER 

Brian Stewart 

Died suddenly and peacefully on November 28th 2012 
aged 80. Much lov^ husband of Sue, loving father of 
Russell and Julia and grandfather of Georgina, Ben, 
Olivia, Toby, Christopher and Kate. Greatly missed by all 
who knew him. 

A thanksgiving service wOl be held at Llanblethian Church 
on Friday December 7th at 2.3()pm. No black attire and no 
flowers please but donations if desired to Age Concern 
Cardiff and the Vale of Glamorgan c/o J James, 11 Fonmon 
Road, Rhoose, CF62 3DZ. 










New Directions - 
Number ONE In Wales 

We are currently recruiting for Qualified 
and non-qualified Teaching Assistants 
throughout Bridgend and the Vale. 
Excellent rates of pay! 

Call now on 02920390133 option 1 




Happy 9th Birthday 

~ ^ Isla ^ 

'is 


(12 December 2012) 

with lots 
of love from*™ 
Mum, Dad & all the 
family xxx 


Send your Christmas Greetings 
through The GEM! 

Prices from £15+VAT 
Tel: 01446 774484 or e-mail: 
gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 



Stairlift 

Never been sat on. 

£500 

New Bed & 
Mattress 

New £50 

Tel 01656 89048§,,, 


Raleigh Elan 
14 Speed 
Racing Bike 

£75. 

Tel: 01446 774607 


2Turnidge of 
London Glass 
Display 
Cabinets 

Mains powered lighting. 

£50 each 
Tel 01446 711093 


STAG 

MINSTREL 

FURNITURE 

Sideboard, bureau, 
bookcase & dressing 
table. Offers 

Tel 01656 646147 


Pair of 
Parker Knoll 
Wingback 
Armchairs 

£50 

Tel 01656 646147^ 


Beige 
3 Seater 
DFS Sofa 

Excellent condition, 
can deliver locally. 

£100 

Tel 01446 77178§^^ 
XlieOEM 

reaching the people 
from Penarth to 
Porthcawl 
Call 01446 774484 


ADVERTISE HERE £12 

inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
To take advantage of this 
offer simply either send in 
your description along with 
a cheque for the 
appropriate amount made 
payable to The Glamorgan 
GEM’ at The GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or 
telephone us with your 
wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must 
contain a residential land 
line telephone number. You 
may alter your advert as 
items are sold. Sorry no 
refunds are given. 


Two Matching 
Pairs of Curtains 

With pelmets, one pair 
7ft6in wide x 7ft3in drop, 
one pair 9ft6in wide x 
5ft6in drop. 
Excellent condition & 
quality. £140. 

Tei: 01446 774607 

48/49 




Company 

requires 
2/3 or 4 Bed 
Property in 
Bridgend or Vale 
to rent. 

Call Jon on 
01656 330065 


TO LET 

Double Storey 
Garage/Workshop 

No water/no electric 
(water available). 

Rear of 15 Broad St, Barry 

£50 per week 

Telephone 01446 406978 


BUYING 
NEW 


Advertise 
your 
old one 
with us 

Telephone Gareth 

01446 774484 
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THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 


Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) 
(Wales) Order 2012 

Development that may affect a Conservation Area / 

Datblyqu a alia! effeithio ar Ardal Gadwraeth 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


2012/01186/FUL 

Extension of existing wall at access, with a stone 
faced low wall with stone piers at approx. 2m centres 
and a close boarded timber infill fence 
Tudor Lodge, Bonvilston, Cardiff 

Affecting the Bonvilston 


Conservation Area Consent / Caniatad Ardal Gadwraeth 


Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 
Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


2012/01229/CAC 

Demolition of Building 

Normandy, Bridgeman Road, Penarth 

Penarth 


Listed Building Consent / Caniatad Adeilad Rhestrediq 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 
Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2012/01216/LBC 

Rebuilding collapsed listed historic garden wall 
CwrtYr Ala House, Michaelston Le Pit 

Grade II 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2012/01228/LBC 

Proposed conversion of outbuildings / barn to form 

annex to existing dwelling 

Rawley Court, Turkey Street, Llantwit Major 

Grade II 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2012/01235/LBC 

Small, single storey rear extension to Arboreal 
Restaurant 

68, Eastgate, Cowbridge 
Grade II 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 
Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2012/01243/LBC 

Erect a signboard to the outside of the building 
Unit 6, Old Hall, Cowbridge 

Grade II 


Affecting setting of a Listed Building/ 

Cais (au) sy'n effeithio ar leoliad Adeilad Rhestredig 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2012/01227/FUL 

Proposed conversion of outbuildings / barn to form 

annex to existing dwelling 

Rawley Court, Turkey Street, Llantwit Major 

Affecting Rawley Court, Grade II 


A pplicationfs) of General Interest / 

Ceisiadau o Ddiddordeb Cyffredinol 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 


2012/01224/FUL 

Construction of a solar park to include the installation 
of solar panels to generate up to 7.5MW of electricity 
with transformer housings. Security fencing and cam¬ 
eras, landscaping and other associated works 
Land at the Garn, St. Hilary 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


2012/01241/FUL 

Three commercial units with self contained parking. 
One commercial unit to be used as office and vehicle 
maintenance centre for A2B Taxis, mezzanine floor 
option to A2B Taxi unit 
3A, Atlantic Trading Estate, Barry 

May affect a Public Right of Way / 

Gall effeithio ar Hawl Tramwy Cyhoeddus 

Application No:/ 

2012/01224/FUL 

Construction of a solar park to include the installation 
of solar panels to generate up to 7.5MW of electricity 
with transformer housings. Security fencing and cam¬ 
eras, landscaping and other associated works 
Land at the Garn, St. Hilary 


Location:/Lleoliad: 


Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 


2012/01227/FUL 

Proposed conversion of outbuildings / barn to form 

annex to existing dwelling 

Rawley Court, Turkey Street, Llantwit Major 


Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given below, or 

via http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Gall manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y cyfeiriad a roddir 
isod, neu doA/y http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Dated / Dyddiedig: 6 December, 2012 

M. Goldsworthy, Operational Manager Development & Building Control, 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT 


NEWS FROM YSGOL GYFUN BRO MORGANNWG 

School joins with local primary 
pupils to help Children in Need 



Ice hockey 
international 

MANY congratula¬ 
tions to Lewis Davies, 
year-8, on being select¬ 
ed for the England 
under-14s ice hockey 
team. He is the only 
representative from 
Wales currently on the 
team. 

A visit to 
Berlin 

DURING the half term 
holiday, a group of 
pupils studying 
German and history A- 
level visited the 
German capital, 

Berlin. 

Four enjoyable days 
were spent wandering 
around the sights of 
this exceptional city 
and visiting very inter¬ 
esting museums which 
were relevant to the 
pupils’ A-level courses. 

It was a memorable 
visit and everyone is 
very eager to return to 
this magnificent city at 
the heart of Europe. 

Children in 
Need 

MANY congratula¬ 
tions to staff and 
pupils at Ysgol Gyfun 
Bro Morgannwg and 
Ysgol Gymraeg Nant 
Talwg for raising 
£1,165.29 for Children 
in Need 2012. 

Pupils and staff at 
Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg came to 
school in fancy dress 
costumes and sold 
cakes during break 
and lunch time. 

The school kitchen 
staff raised £73 by 
dressing up and col¬ 
lecting donations of 
spare change from vis¬ 
itors, staff and pupils. 

Staff and pupils at 
Ysgol Gymraeg Nant 
Talwg collected £65 by 
wearing their pyjamas 
to school. There was 
even a surprise visit 
from Pudsey Bear!! 

DNA 

workshop 

DURING November, 
the 10 year-13 pupils 
studying biology A- 
level visited 
Techniques! for a prac¬ 
tical workshop and 
‘hands on’ science les¬ 
son. 

A pupil reports: 

“We learnt about DNA 
and its structure. 
During a practical ses¬ 
sion, we isolated the 



Lewis Davies of year-8. 
DNA present in the 
mitochondria of our 
cheek cells. 

“After isolating the 
DNA, we learnt how to 
do electrophoresis. 

The whole experience 
really brought the cur¬ 
riculum to life. 

“Everyone thor¬ 
oughly enjoyed the 
day, and the informa¬ 
tion we learnt will 
prove very useful for 
the forthcoming 
exam.” 

Gymnastic 

Champions 

MANY congratula¬ 
tions to all four of the 
Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg teams on 
their success in the 
county novices gym¬ 
nastic competition. 

Both the year-7 girls 
and boys teams won 
their competitions. The 
year-8 and 9 boys team 
was also victorious, 
with the year-8 and 9 
girls in a very 
respectable third place. 

The teams will con¬ 
tinue to train hard as 
they prepare to repre¬ 
sent the school and the 
Cardiff and Vale coun¬ 
ty in the national 
round of the competi¬ 
tion. We wish them all 
the very best. 


Cowbridge RFC 
back in action 


With the autumn internation¬ 
als out of the way, it’s hack to 
the serious stuff of Division 4 
South East. 

This Saturday, lOth-placed 
Cowbridge visit ninth-placed Llandaff 
North - an important game for both 
teams. The last round of games saw 
Llandaff North narrowly defeat Barry, 
while Cowbridge lost a hard-fought 
game to Abercwmboi, and they will 
be looking for a positive result to 
move towards mid-table by 
Christmas. 

The final game of the year is one of 
the most eagerly anticipated for some 
time - Llantwit Major at home on 
December 22. Llantwit lie in eighth 


place at the moment, so the next few 
weeks are extremely important for all 
three teams. 

There is bound to be a big crowd so 
make sure you get to the club early to 
take advantage of the hospitality and 
enjoy what is guaranteed to be a hard- 
fought and exciting game. 

Finally everyone at the club was 
saddened to learn of the passing away 
recently of Dai Bond. Dai was a stal¬ 
wart of the firsts and seconds during 
the late 1960s and 70s, covering the 
front row and second row. 

Apart from his rugby prowess, Dai 
will always be remembered for his 
good nature and ready smile and will 
be missed by all who knew him - our 
thoughts are with his family. RV/RK 


Maulers feel the Force! 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 
Mini Maulers found 
themselves in the 
unfamiliar surround¬ 
ings of Force Strength 
and Conditioning to 
say a big thank you to 
Force for their spon¬ 
sorship of their new 
hoodies. 

Many of the Maulers 
had a go on some of the 
equipment at the south 
Wales training facility, 
including the dreaded 
prowler push and the 
sledgehammer slam, 
before meeting Force 
director and former 
Celtic Warriors and 
Swansea hooker Andy 
Joy, who was presented 
with his own Mauler 
hoodie by Mauler coach 
Rob Bilney. 

Andy said that Force 
were delighted to offer 
support to the Mini 
Maulers and that it was 
a pleasure to meet so 
many of them. Major 
Mini Maulers provides 
rugby fun and learning 
for children aged two to 
six years old. and is a 
major development at 
Llantwit Major RFC 
mini and junior section. 


The Mini Maulers 
train on Sunday morn¬ 
ings. 

For session times and 
more information, con- 


Festive themes 

ALL Saints Church in 
Victoria Square, 

Penarth’s ‘Toast’ 
breakfast club for 
younger families on 
Saturday, December 8, 
at 9am will have a sea¬ 
sonal theme. 

On Saturday, 

December 15, at 4pm 
there’s a concert featur¬ 
ing young people from 
the church to raise funds 
for the next youth visit to 
Lesotho - entry only £1 
with refreshments avail¬ 
able. 

‘Messy Christmas’ is 
on Sunday, December 16 
at 4pm - craft activities, 
worship and a cooked tea 
for all the family. That 
evening, the Cardiff 
Ardwyn Singers and 
Symphonic Brass will be 
performing Carols by 
Candlelight beginning at 
7.30 pm - entry £5 
(under 16s free). 

For more information 
visit www.penarth-all- 
saints.org. 


tact Tim Jones, Maulers 
co-ordinator, at trocar- 
tim@btinternet.com or 
on 07876 567509. 

TJ 


Churches 
celebrate 
TWO Barry churches 
join this weekend to 
mark the 350th 
anniversary of the 
‘Book of Common 
Prayer’. 

At the church of St 
Paul, an exhibition this 
Saturday and Sunday 
(December 8-9) tells the 
story of the creation of 
the Prayer Book in 1662, 
and on Sunday morning, 
there are special services 
at both St Paul’s and 
Merthyr Dyfan churches. 

Everyone visiting the 
exhibition or attending 
the Sunday morning 
services willl receive a 
free copy of the 350th 
year souvenir book, pub¬ 
lished by the Prayer 
Book Society at £3.50. 

The morning service 
at Merthyr Dyfan Church 
is at 8.45am. At St Paul’s 
Church, the special serv¬ 
ice of Solemn Mass from 
the Book of Common 
Prayer is at 10am. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Vale riders fight to the finish 


TOM David and Connor 
Flint, who both hail from 
the Vale, fought out the 
finish of the open maiden 
race at the Black Forest 
Club Point-To-Point meet¬ 
ing at Black Forest Lodge 


last Sunday. 

Tom riding Mr D Constable's 
Joe The Trucker, won by half-a- 
length from Billy Congo, who is 
owned and trained by his young 
rider. 

Earlier, Flint had finished run¬ 
ner-up in the novice riders race 


on Oakffield Legend who had 
finished three lengths behind 
Timeshift. 

Top Welsh point-to-pointer 
Findlay's Find failed to make the 
frame in the mixed open rac,e 
won by Divine Intavention. 

BRIAN LEE 
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36th Welsh Schools Inter Schools cross¬ 
country championships Penlan, Brecon 



Year-13 Matthew Edwards finished seventh in 
the senior boys’ race. 

ALL PICTURES BY IAN DIXON. 


WELL DONE to 
the 40 Vale pupils 
who competed in 
the 36th Welsh 
Schools Inter 
Schools cross-coun¬ 
try championships. 

Held on a glorious 
sunny but cold afternoon 
at Brecon’s Penlan 
Arena, the event saw 
girls from two Vale 
schools returning home 
with medals. 

Although the after¬ 
noon was dry, heavy rain 
during the days leading 
up to the event resulted 
in some boggy and 
muddy sections to the 
course, making it a true 
test of both strength and 
stamina. 

In the third race of the 
afternoon, the under-16 
girls’ section for pupils 
in years 9 and 10, 
Cowbridge were defend¬ 
ing the title that they had 
won at last year’s com¬ 
petition. Despite fielding 
a team weakened by the 
absence of year-10 
Nadine James, the girls 
rose to the challenge 
magnificently. 

As ever, it was year-9 
Seren Allin who spear¬ 
headed the team effort. 
Very much at home 
among the familiar year- 
9 pupils who dominated 
this race, Seren can feel 
satisfied with an encour¬ 
aging run which saw her 
finish third behind Can 
Hughes (Syr Tomas 
Jones, Amlwch) and 
Jessica Bradley (Tasker 
Milward). 

Second home for 
Cowbridge was Cerys 
Bradshaw, who has been 
running strongly all 
term. Cerys finished 
12th with another much 
improved runner, Millie 
Green, taking 23rd spot. 
Two year-10 pupils - 
Ela Emyr and Rebecca 
Thomas - battled it out 
to be fourth and final 
scorer, with Ela (30th) 
just getting the better of 
Rebecca (34th). 

The Cowbridge total 
of 68 points was good 
enough to hold off the 
challenge from Tasker 
Milward 

(Haverfordwest) to 
retain the title for a sec¬ 


ond year. 

It also means that, 
since 2000, Cowbridge 
pupils have only failed 
in one year - 2009 - to 
take a team title at this 
event. Boys’ teams won 
from 2000 to 2007, and 
the girls in 2008 and 
from 2010. What a 
record! 

There was more good 
news two races later - 
the senior girls event for 
pupils in years 11 to 14 
- and it highlights the 
amazing journey that 
Ellie Atkinson has expe¬ 
rienced in just 12 
months. Last year, as a 
year-10 pupil, she com¬ 
peted in the under-16 
race and finished a cred¬ 
itable sixth. 

After that, her 
progress over the other 
four months of the win¬ 
ter was astonishing, end¬ 
ing with her finishing as 
the leading Welsh 
Schools girl both in the 
under-17 race at the 
SIAB Schools cross¬ 
country international at 
Strathallan, Perth, in 
March and heading the 
association’s under-15 
team at the Virgin 
Money Giving Mini 
London Marathon. 

This term, she has 
already chalked up a 
string of victories in 
Cardiff & the Vale of 
Glamorgan Schools 
Leagues, at the South 
Wales Regional Schools 
championships and at 
Gwent Leagues - but, at 
this event, she faced her 
greatest challenge - 
from year-11 Olivia 
Gwynn (Bishopston), 
many times a Welsh 
Schools champion, 
including at Brecon last 
March where she was 
the winner of the Middle 
Girls’ (years 10 and 11), 
finishing ahead of Ellie. 

It was Olivia who 
took the initiative from 
the start but Ellie is 
older and wiser now. 
Gradually she reeled 
Olivia back. They ran 
together for a while and 
then Ellie was away, eas¬ 
ing to a 22-second victo¬ 
ry - and claiming the 
first of, hopefully, many 
titles. 

Her success also 


underlines that you do 
not have to be winning 
things from a very 
young age to be success¬ 
ful at under-17 and older 
competitions. 

Behind Ellie, her 
year-11 schoolmate Erin 
Hayes had a steady run 
to finish 16th, while two 
places further back, the 
ever reliable Eiona Bray 
(year-13) was the first 
finisher for the 
Cowbridge squad. With 
good support from 
Nikita John (year-13, 
26th) and the year-11 
duo of Izzy Eddy 
Williams (30th) and 
international high 
jumper Annabel Curie 
(32nd), who finished 
close behind Stanweh 
year-11 Kate Coker, the 
Cowbridge score of 106 
placed the team second 
to defending titleholders 
Olchfa (Swansea). 

This fixture - the first 
of four ‘Welsh’ champi¬ 
onships over the season 
- helps give pupils an 
appreciation of where 
they are in their winter 
programme. 

Looking at the other 
Vale pupils competing, 
on face value the sev¬ 
enth place finish of 
Matthew Edwards 
(Barry Comprehensive) 
in a quality-loaded front 
end of the senior boys’ 
race might not look good 
for such a talented year- 
13 pupil - but if he is 
putting the miles in now, 
and studying hard, then 
perhaps it’s not such a 


bad result. 

The same can be said 
of year-11 Dafydd 
George (29th). If the Bro 
Morgannwg pupil has 
aspirations of gaining a 
second Welsh Schools 
vest next March - as he 
did in 2010 - then he 
needs to be training hard 
now. 

The two pupils who 
can feel satisfied - but 
not pleased - by their 
performances are the 
Stanweh year-12 duo of 
leuan Jones (21st) and 
Elliot Richards. 

Both of them will be 
needed for the Cardiff & 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
Schools sixth form team 
at the Cardiff Cross 
Challenge on Sunday, 
January 20, 2013, when 
they will to compete 
over a much longer 
course - 6,990 metres. 

Sadly, this year there 
was only two other Vale 
teams in action. 

Stanweh fielded an 
under-14 (years 7 and 8) 
boys’ team. It was the 
biggest field of the day, 
with more than 130 
starters. Year-8 pupils 
Rhys Jones (13th) and 
Antonio Peacock (22nd) 
had encouraging runs 
but, with third and 
fourth scorers James 
Dawson and Stanley 
Murphy-Johns finishing 
69th and 78th respec¬ 
tively, the squad’s total 
of 181 points placed 
them fifth behind 
Llanishen (124), 
Monmouth School 


COWBRIDGE UNDER-lOs 
PULL OUT DOUBLE DUTY 


COWBRIDGE RFC 
under-10s fielded two 
strong sides to take on 
Rumney in what turned 
out to be two fierce con¬ 
tests. 

Right from the starting whistle 
of the first game, Rumney took 
no prisoners, dominating up front 
with strong and disciplined ruck¬ 
ing play. 

However, with committed hard 
work from the Cowbridge for¬ 
wards, together with some 
crunching tackling from the 
backs, Cowbridge were able to 
start creating opportunities to 
fight back. A startling intercep¬ 
tion try from James Davies 
opened the scoring, although 
Rumney fought back with several 
good phases to equalise. 

A second equally inspirational 
interception try by James Davies 
took Cowbridge ahead again. 


although Rumney again respond¬ 
ed with a stream of solid attack¬ 
ing play. 

Despite continuously strong 
defensive play, the weight of pos¬ 
session eventually went the oppo¬ 
sition’s way and a final Rumney 
try resulted in a 14-14 draw. 

The second game saw a 
change of tactics by Cowbridge 
with the ball being passed freely 
among team members to break 
the Rumney defence and avoid 
their dominating forwards. 

Strength and determination 
was displayed by Jay Downes 
before a clever pass to speed 
merchant Joe Marshman set up 
an exciting first try for the green 
and blacks. 

James Gilvea delivered a sec¬ 
ond try after good supportive 
play along the backs, and a third 
try came after Tom Pugh cut 
through the opposition defence 
with a one-man crash bah drive 
that ended with him touching the 


bah down over the line to great 
cheers from the crowd. 

Instinctive play from Joe 
Marshman and quick hands along 
the whole team resulted in a sec¬ 
ond try for James Gilvea. 

Rumney fought back hard but 
several more phases of quick 
hands and on-the-shoulder sup¬ 
port delivered a fifth try for Jay 
Downes just before the final 
whistle, for a final score of 31-28 
to Cowbridge. 

Game 1 team: Aled Leitch, 
Charlie Locke, Lloyd Bennett, 
Rhys Williams, Iwan Bartle- 
Thomas, Jake Williams, Jack 
Reilly, Harry Whittaker, loan 
Davies and James Davies. 

Game 2 team: James Gilvea, 
Matthew Gilvea, Jay Downes, 

Joe Marshman, Harry Crane, 
Elisedd Greenwood, Robbie 
Hawkins, Ellis Howell, Harri 
Howkins, Tom Pugh. 

WL 



Eirst Vale finisher in the under-14 girls’ race, 
Llantwit year-7 Alisha Hayes. 


(127), Cardiff High 
(149) and the Lewis 
School (161). 

There was another 
encouragingly large field 

- 125 finishers - in the 
opening race, the under- 
14 girls’ section. Two 
year-7 pupils headed the 
Vale challenge on the 
day. 

Alisha Hayes 
(Llantwit), younger sis¬ 
ter of Erin, and Taiya 
Jones (Stanweh), both of 
whom have shown 
promise in the Cardiff & 
the Vale Schools year-7 
races, finished 21st and 
27th respectively, while 
the year-8 contingent 
was headed by Hannah 
Jones (Llantwit, 33rd 
and Sanat Emyr 
(Cowbridge, 35th). 

With year-7 Jessica 
Wadey not competing, 
Sanat was the first scorer 
for the Cowbridge 
squad, with the other 
scorers being Meriel 
Clode (52nd), Emily 
Jenkins (59th) and 
Selina Radcliffe (69th). 
The four-girl total of 215 
placed them seventh. 

Brother and sister 
Samuelle (year-8) and 
Ysabehe (year-9) 
Williams, represented 
Penarth’s Westboume 
School at this event, and 
both will have gained 
valauable experience. 
Samuelle finished 26th 
in the under-14 race, 
with Ysabehe was 27th 
in the under-16 girls’ 
race. 

John Wardle was the 
only other Barry 
Comprehensive pupil to 
run. The year-10 fin¬ 
ished a creditable 25th in 
the under-16 race. 

The date for next 
year’s event has been set 

- Saturday, November 
16 - and it would be 
good to see even more 
Vale pupils and teams 
taking part. 

Results of Vale 
pupils: Senior Boys - 
u20 - Years 11 to 14 - 
5300 metres - 64 finish¬ 
ers 

7 Matthew Edwards 
(Barry CS) 17:38; 21 
leuan Jones (Stan) 

18:59; 29 Dafydd 
George (Bro M) 20:21; 
35 Elliot Richards (Stan) 
20:53 

No teams 

U16 Boys - -Years 9 
& 10 - 4100 metres - 76 
finishers 

25 John Wardle 


(Barry CS) 15:02; 55 
Matthew Dawson (Stan) 
16:26; 57 Alex Langrish 
(Stan) 16:32 
No teams 

U14 Boys — Years 7 
& 8 - 2800 metres - 130 
finishers 

13 Rhys Jones (Stan) 
10:18; 22 Antonio 
Peacock (Stan) 10:35; 26 
Samuelle Williams 
(West) 10:40; 52 Sam 
Corkih (Cow) 11:12; 76 
Tom Wright (Cow) 

11:36; 77 Stanley 
Murphy-Johns (Stan) 
11:37; 94 Joseph 
Donovan (Stan) 12:00; 

95 Lewis Donovan 
(Stan) 12:01; 97 Dan 
Pembleton Llanishen 
12:06 
Teams 

5 Stanweh 181 
Senior Girls - u20 - 
Years 11 to 14-4100 
metres - 42 finishers 

1 Ellie Atkinson 
Llantwit 14:30; 16 Erin 
Hayes Llantwit 16:41; 

18 Eiona Bray (Cow) 
17:02; 26 Nikita John 
(Cow) 18:31; 28 Kate 
Coker (Stan) 19:17; 30 
Izzy Eddy-Williams 
(Cow) 19:25; 32 
Annabel Curie (Cow) 
19:35 

Teams 

2 Cowbridge 106 
U16 Girls - - Years 9 

& 10 - 3600 metres - 55 
finishers 

3 Serin Ahin (Cow) 
12:57; 12 Cerys 
Bradshaw (Cow) 13:40; 
23 Millie Green (Cow) 
14:42; 27 Ysobehe 
Williams (West) 15:18; 
30 Ela Emyr (Cow) 
15:36; 34 Rebecca 
Thomas (Cow) 15:53 

Teams 

1 Cowbridge 68 
U14 Girls - - Years 7 
& 8 - 2800 metres - 125 
finishers 

21 Alisha Hayes 
Llantwit 11:36; 27 Taiya 
Jones (Stan) 11:46; 33 
Hannah Jones Llantwit 
12:07; 35 Sanat Emyr 
(Cow) 12:10; 52 Meriel 
Clode (Cow) 12:34; 59 
Emily Jenkins (Cow) 
12:49; 69 Selina 
Radcliffe (Cow) 13:06; 
73 Rachel Anstey (Cow) 
13:11; 78 Amee Jones 
(Cow) 13:25; 83 Jordan 
Meek (Cow) 13:43; 95 
Connie Sharp (Stan) 
14:27 
Teams 

7 Cowbridge 215 

Next Saturday, 
December 8, the south 


Ellie Atkinson (Llantwit, 25) battles it out with 
Olivia Gwynn (Bishopston, 163) on her way to 
her first Welsh Schools cross-country title. 


Wales region will be 
fielding teams from 
under-13 to senior and 
master age groups at the 
14th Welsh Inter 
Regional cross-country 
championship to be held 
at Builth Wells in 
Powys. 

This week, schools 
will also be receiving 
details of the more than 
200 pupils who will be 


invited to compete for 
Cardiff & the Vale of 
Glamorgan Schools at 
year-7, junior (years 8 
and 9), middle (years 10 
and 11) and senior (sixth 
form) at Cardiff Cross 
Challenge, which will be 
held at Blackweir Eields 
in Cardiff on Sunday, 
January 20, 2013. 

PETER 

MORRIS 


Cowbridge 
under-14s are 
just pipped 

IN fine conditions, 

Cowbridge under- 
14s and Rumney 
played open and 
attractive rugby 
from the start. 

Rumney and 

Cowbridge are old rivals 
and matches between the 
sides are always close, 
and this game was no dif¬ 
ferent. 

Within a minute of the 
kick-off, Rumney had 
opened the scoring when 
an attempted clearance to 
touch by Cowbridge was 
charged down, resulting 
in a try under the posts 
which was converted. 

Minutes later the 
home side found them¬ 
selves 12 points down as 
the visitors scored again. 

After this initial 
onslaught Cowbridge 
began to settle down and 
their pack began to pro¬ 
vide good possession for 
their backs, who looked 
far more dangerous than 
their counterparts, and it 
came as no surprise when 
Cowbridge scored. 

Prop Josh Evans 
secured good ball and 
burst through the oppo¬ 
nents’ line out to set up a 
ruck. Elanker Duncan 
Ace was influential in 
securing possession and 
providing quick bah to 
scrum half Osian John. 

The ball then went 
through five pairs of 
hands before it was 
passed to wing Sean 


Davies, who outpaced his 
opposite number to score 
in the comer. 

A second try soon fol¬ 
lowed when centre Rhys 
Beynon kicked ahead in 
midfield and then clever¬ 
ly gathered the bah on 
the bounce to score. 

Both tries were uncon¬ 
verted to leave 
Cowbridge two points 
adrift at half-time. 

The first 10 minutes of 
the second half resulted 
in a stalemate between 
the sides with good tack¬ 
ling by Owain Jenkins, 
Harry Hopkins and 
Tomos Evans-Williams 
preventing the Cardiff 
side from creating any 
scoring opportunities. 

Midway through the 
half, Rumney finally 
breached the Cowbridge 
defence to score a third 
unconverted try. 

Cowbridge threw 
everything into attack 
during the last session 
and with minutes remain¬ 
ing, centre Dan Bunney 
received the bah in his 
own 22 and burst through 
a number of tackles to 
run 40 yards before 
offloading to full back 
Sam Palmer to score in 
the comer. 

Outside half Cai 
Evans took the conver¬ 
sion to try to level the 
scores but the bah ago¬ 
nisingly hit the post to 
leave Rumney winners, 
17-15. 

ML 
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COWBRIDGE TENNIS CLUB 
HOLDS ANNUAL DINNER 








LOCAL TAE KWON DO 
STUDENTS SHINE 


James Hunt and 
JAMES Hunt was 
crowned 
Southerndown jun¬ 
ior team champion 
2012 after compet¬ 
ing in a thrilling 
final. 

After a great start by 
both, James took con¬ 
trol by going 3 up near 
the turn; however, 
Bethan Parker showed 
her grit and determina¬ 
tion by pulling the 
score back to “all 
square” by the 15th 
hole. 

After both feeling 
the strain on the 16th, 
James took the hole. 
Things looked destined 
to go to sudden death 
play-off when Bethan 
hit a massive drive 
down the 17th. 

Unfortunately, this 
wasn’t to be as James 
produced a majestic 
second shot and holed 
the birdie putt! The 
final score was 2 and 1 
to James Hunt. 

Dan Thomas, junior 
organizer, said: “It’s 
been a great year for 
Southerndown with the 
ladies becoming Welsh 
champions, Lydia 


Bethan Parker. 

Hall’s superb effort on 
the professional circuit, 
the Wayfarers winning 
the league and finally 
the men’s first team, 
which included Aled 
Clement, a current jun¬ 
ior, winning the 
league.” 

This was a great 
final and a fitting end 
to a fantastic season for 
Southerndown. 

This has a roll on 
effect for the juniors 
who are more dedicat¬ 
ed and wishing to play 
through the winter 
period. 

EH 


ON Sunday, 

November 25, stu¬ 
dents from JSTKD 
and Inner Spirit 
fought at the 


Under-16s take 
sting out of 
the Scorpions 

LLANTWIT Major under-16B enter¬ 
tained Barry Scorpions in a high scoring 
game at Windmill Lane with Llantwit 
coming out on top 7-4 winners. 

The Llantwit goals came from Dan Jennings, Curt 
Pullum, Liam Reid (2) and a man of the match per¬ 
formance by Tom Rawlings who came away with a 
hat trick to cap off a good team performance. SC 


British Open 

Championships. 

Rhys Doel of Rhoose, 
who competes regularly, 
had a good fight with a 
hard competitor; Rhys is 
still small for his division 
shows great commitment 
and courage on all com¬ 
petitions - well done 
Rhys! 

Harri and Menna 
Birmingham of Llantwit 
Major TKD fought well 
on the day. Harri fought 
in the peewees although 
very small in his league 
showed no fear and 
gained great experience! 

Menna had won her 
first fight and got injured 
in the second having to 
pull out - well done to 
you both! 


Hannah Hunt, a regu¬ 
lar competitor, won her 
second British title. 
Hannah, who is very tal¬ 
ented and dedicated, won 
yet again and is a force 
for the future. 

Emily Hunt who for 
the past years has entered 
every tournament for 
experience and fun final¬ 
ly had her day! 

She fought three gru¬ 
elling matches and took 
the gold medal 

Well done to all who 
entered. 

If you’re interested in 
having a go at Tae Kwon 
Do classes we teach all 
over the Vale - please 
contact 07711234500. 

JS 


On Friday, 
November 9, the 
first Cowbridge 
Tennis Club annual 
dinner was held at 
the Bear Hotel. 

Over 60 members, 
with family and friends, 
gathered in the beautiful 
upstairs ballroom for a 
buffet dinner, live music 
and dancing until late. 

There was also an 
awards ceremony recog¬ 
nising different mem¬ 
bers of the club for their 
achievements through¬ 
out the year. The pres¬ 
entation was made by 
the club’s chairman, 
Henry Mehta. 

A game and a raffle 
with prizes, which 
ranged from Cardiff 
City football tickets to 
tennis lessons and tennis 
videos to hampers, 
raised over £100 for the 
club. All the prizes 
were donated by mem¬ 
bers and their families. 

The buffet was 


Mike Harpin. 

inspired by world cui¬ 
sine and included a mix 
of warm and cold 
British, Chinese and 
Indian style bites, all 
freshly made and tasting 
so good that it was hard 
to resist going back for 
seconds! 

The event was organ¬ 
ised by Colin Rees, first 
team captain and junior 
co-ordinator and it was 
a success. We hope 
there will be more to 
follow in the years to 
come. 

AM 


James lands 
junior title 


ABOVE: Gill Ridout 
and Alison Kurobasa 
with Ian Duggan. 


ABOVE: 
Tom Morgan. 


Jo Davies 


Louise Hailstone 


Ian Duggan and Harry Mehta. 


It’s a family affair for 
Vale Karate this year 



Two families of 
four, all of whom 
train with Rob 
Copeland at Vale 
Karate had much 
to celebrate after 
competing at the 
Western Karate 
Union's Winter 
Invitational in 
Weston-Super- 
Mare last weekend. 

Medals were won by 
two of the O'Donovan 
family and three of the 
Christoforatos! 

Rory O'Donovan (47) 
after four years dedicat¬ 
ed training, earned his 
Black Belt last year. 

Ready for another 
challenge, he began 
entering the Welsh 
Karate League’s Veteran 
Kumite event, where he 
has been extremely suc¬ 
cessful, ranked number 
one after winning the 
last five events! 

Youngest son, seven- 
year-old Finnian has 
been even more success¬ 
ful, leading the rankings 
in the under-8 s having 
won six of this season's 
seven events to date! 

In Weston they faced 
new opponents, but the 
experience garnered in 


IN their first game 
for several weeks, 
Rhoose under-14s 
were looking to 
continue with the 
excellent start they 
have made this sea¬ 
son. 

Matt Cottington got 
Rhoose off to a great 
start when he timed his 
run to perfection to get 
on the end of a through 
ball by Ryan Hughes 
and slotted the ball 
home. Josh Brown had a 
terrific game in the heart 
of midfield and was a 
constant threat when 
pushing forward. 

Cameron Leach 
increased the lead for 
Rhoose when he was 
picked out by a raking 
pass by Daniel Cope 
and his strike found the 
top corner. Joe Hopkins 
had a solid game along¬ 
side Dylan Webb who 
marshalled the defence 
well throughout the 
game. 

Edward Thomas 


the league, which offers 
competitions on an 
almost monthly basis, 
has certainly paid divi¬ 
dends as both Rory and 
Finnian again earned 
gold medals in their 
respective categories. 

The Christoforatos are 
no strangers to Karate 
success. Brad, 15, and 
twelve-year-old Kloe 
have been among Wales’ 
and indeed Britain’s 
most successful young 
karate champions for 
several years with a host 
of titles to their names. 

Kloe is top of this 
season’s Welsh Karate 
League rankings in both 
her Kata and Kumite 
categories, while Brad 
has been similarly suc¬ 
cessful, unbeaten in the 
WKL all season. 

In Weston, Kloe had a 
hard time, managing a 
bronze medal in the 
Kumite. The Kata cate¬ 
gory saw all Black Belts 
under 16 in the same 
pool, and giving away 
up to three years was too 
much for her. 

Brad has proved him¬ 
self Wales’ number one 
on many occasions, and 
looked favourite to add 
the WKU Kata title to 
his name. He reached 


made some marauding 
runs down the wing and 
set up Cameron Leach 
whose instinctive strike 
found the target. 

Llantwit played some 
good attacking football 
and were rewarded with 
a well taken goal. In the 
second half Lee 
Bartlett’s long range 
effort narrowly missed 
the target. 

Rhoose keeper Harry 
Morgan-Grant had an 
outstanding game and 
pulled off some great 
saves. Patrick O’Carroll 
had his usual solid game 
in defence and made 
some excellent tackles. 
Michael Wilson worked 
hard and his pass gave 
Cameron Leach the 
opportunity to score his 
hat-trick. 

Llantwit reduced the 
deficit towards the end 
of the game just before 
Matt Cottington rounded 
off a superb game with 
a great goal for a final 
score of 5-2. 

MB 


the final, but was 
unlucky to see two flags 
go to his English oppo¬ 
nent there. 

He represented Karate 
Wales at an International 
event in Venice earlier in 
the month and the expe¬ 
rience gained there 
seemed to have given his 
Kumite an extra dimen¬ 
sion as he beat some of 
Britain’s finest young 
Karate fighters on the 
way to the gold medal. 

Brad and Kloe’s mum 
Heidi, juggles her karate 
with a recent career 
move, but her dedication 
is a lesson to many 
young squad members. 

Beginning karate in 
her early thirties, she has 
shone from the begin¬ 
ning, and last year won a 
silver medal in the 
Ladies Veterans’ catego¬ 
ry (35 years and above) 
at the British Karate 
Federation 
Championships. 

This year she dupli¬ 
cated that silver at the 
Karate England Open in 
Loughborough, and after 
another impressive dis¬ 
play, again won the sil¬ 
ver medal in Weston. 

The WKU Invitational 
brought the curtain down 
on another hugely suc¬ 
cessful year for Vale 
Karate, which has seen 
over 140 titles and over 
300 minor medals won! 

_^ 

Llantwit 

Major 

darts 

league 

Llantwit Major & 
District dart league 
tables: 

'A' league table - 

Kings Head ‘Al’ 77 
Wenvoe Arms 75 
Call to Arms 69 
Shoes Peterston 68 
Fox & Hounds 59 
Golden Cups 52 
Rugby Club 52 
Blacksmith Arms 'A2' 51 
Blacksmith Arms 'AL 48 
Kings Cup 47 
Four Bells 44 
Lamb & Flag 44 
Kings Head ‘A2’ 29 
'C league table - 
Lamb & Flag ‘Cl’ 61 
Kings Cup 49 
Call to Arms 48 
Lamb & Flag ‘C2’ 45 
Golf Club 43 
Kings Head ‘Cl’ 37 
Kings Head ‘C2’ 30 
Rugby Club 11. 

DC 


The Rhoose 
under-14s in 
five-star show 
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Llantwit Msgor AFC 
go west - and pick up 
another three points! 


HAVING missed 
the game last week 
due to a water¬ 
logged pitch, the 
Major travelled all 
the way to west 
Wales this week to 
play their next 
Welsh League fix¬ 
ture against 
Newcastle Emlyn. 

The game got under¬ 
way on a lovely sunny 
afternoon and immedi¬ 
ately after the referee 
blew the whistle to kick 
off, the visitors were one 
up after what must be 
one of the fastest goals 
of the season. 

A loose ball was 
played high towards the 
Newcastle goal and with 
no Llantwit Major player 
nearby, the goalkeeper 
made a hash of his 
catch, having collided 
with a defender, and the 
loose ball fell at the feet 
of leading scorer Nash, 


who just had to roll it 
over the line. 

On seven minutes, the 
Major increased their 
lead when Lansdown in 
the Major goal kicked 
the ball out, a defender 
sliced his clearance kick 
and the ball fell to Lee 
Jones, who lobbed a 
beauty over the keeper 
to put the Major two up. 

The home side were 
shell shocked as two 
simple errors had cost 
them two goals. They 
won a direct free kick on 
18 minutes and the ball 
was struck well and 
Lansdown saved well at 
his near post. 

Again it was the home 
side who had another 
chance on 25 minutes 
but the left footed shot 
was pulled wide. 

The Major broke 
quickly following the 
goal kick and with some 
neat play, Adam 
Roscrow found the vet- 


Under-7s slip 
at Rumney 


COWBRIDGE 
under-7s travelled 
away to Rumney 
last Sunday with 
eager anticipation. 

They returned home 
crestfallen with their 
recent unbeaten run hav¬ 
ing come to a frustrating 
end. 

Rumney began strong¬ 
ly with two quick tries 
but Cowbridge also put 
early pressure on the 
Rumney defence, and the 
team worked hard to 
break through, with Joe 
Arentsen finding a gap 
and getting Cowbridge 
off the mark. 

However this proved 
to be the high point of the 
first half, as Cowbridge 
were then completely 
outplayed, with ineffec¬ 
tive running and missed 
tags costing them dear, as 
Rumney ran in another 
three tries. 

This pattern continued 
during the first part of the 
second half which meant 
Cowbridge were trailing 
7-1. The team then began 
to work a little harder, 
and thanks to an inspired 
performance by Sam 
Sheppard, Cowbridge 
were able to claw the 


score back to a more 
respectable 10-6. 

Sam scored a remark¬ 
able five tries in succes¬ 
sion, thanks to his good 
supporting running dur¬ 
ing periods of Cowbridge 
pressure applied by Sam 
Jackson and Osian 
Bruce, and his skilful 
ability to find the gaps in 
the Rumney defence. 

An extra half was 
played to give the large 
Cowbridge squad more 
match time, and the team 
performed better as a 
whole. A few more tags 
were seized, and more 
periods of pressure were 
converted into tries, with 
loan Phillips scoring in 
the corner and Henry 
Pugh charging through to 
score. 

However Rumney also 
maintained their effec¬ 
tive play and kept ahead 
on the try count. The 
Sam Sheppard show con¬ 
tinued with two further 
tries, including an excel¬ 
lent solo effort running 
from the halfway line. 

Sam Jackson got a 
well-deserved try in the 
corner right on the final 
whistle making the final 
score 15-11 to Rumney. 

KD 


PUPILS BOUNCE 
TO VICTORY 

SULLY Primary School's under-lls put in a 
fantastic performance at the recent Welsh 
Schools Regional Trampolining 
Championships at the Sport Wales National 
Centre, Sophia Gardens, Cardiff. 

The team - Gabe Wilfred, Sam Sully, Megan 
Sully, Pia Sully, Libby John, Rowan Holownia and 
Jed Holownia - took the top gold medal position in 
the under-lls team beginners category and Gabe 
Wilfred achieved an individual bronze place in the 
under-lls boys beginners category. 

The children are all members of the Caerau Vale 
Trampoline Club based in Penarth. A spokesperson 
for the club said: “We are all really proud of the 
outstanding results that the children achieved in 
their first ‘big’ competition.” 

Anyone interested in finding out more about 
trampolining can contact the club at cvtc@hot 
mail.co.uk. VW 


eran Shaw out on the 
left. In turn he found 
Tom Rees with a neat 
pass and Rees chipped 
the keeper and Llantwit 
went in three up at half¬ 
time. 

The weather changed 
dramatically for the sec¬ 
ond half and the rain 
came down making the 
pitch very slippery. The 
home side came out 
looking for goals and put 
the Major on the back 
foot, requiring plenty of 
good defending in order 
to keep a clean sheet. 

It wasn’t to be as 
from some good mid- 
field possession by the 
Major, Nicky Cox was 
caught in possession and 
the home side broke 
quickly and scored, pun¬ 
ishing Cox for his only 
mistake of the game. 

This goal gave the 
home side a lift and they 
started to get on top 
again but the Major’s 
confidence is such that 
they remain a difficult 
team to beat, and with 
Robinson marshalling a 
well-organised team, 
they will take some beat¬ 
ing on current form. 

The game was effec¬ 
tively killed off on 70 
minutes when Leigh 
Pratt broke forward and 


shot; the keeper was 
unable to hold the shot 
leaving the youngster 
Adam Roscrow with a 
simple tap in at the far 
post to put the result 
beyond any doubt. 

A good result for 
Llantwit Major AFC, 
who now go fourth in 
the league table with 
games in hand over 
those teams above them. 

Now with 15 points 
from their last five 
games, the Major are 
building their confidence 
levels and settling into 
the Welsh League in this 
their first season. 

Llantwit Major AFC 
squad: Lansdown, Shaw, 
Cox, Robinson, Gould, T 
Rees, Morgan, Jones, 
Roscrow, Pratt, Nash, 
Faux, Constant, Renfree 
and Whitelam. 

The Major’s next fix¬ 
ture is away to Treowen 
Stars on December 8, 
kick off 2pm. 

The club would like 
to thank their sponsors. 
Watts and Morgan, MPI 
Aviation and The GEM 
for their continued sup¬ 
port - and also this week 
thanks go to Mrs 
Roscrow for driving the 
bus to and from 
Newcastle Emlyn. 

PL 


BARRY QUARKS 
DRAW AGAIN 


This week, there 
was only one East 
Glamorgan match 
for the Barry club. 

The Quarks travelled 
to Caerphilly for the sec¬ 
ond successive week. 

This time they took a 
stronger team to play the 
weaker of the two 
Caerphilly sides, the 
Caerphilly Rooks. 

Barry outgraded 
Caerphilly on every 
board and should have 
expected a big win. 

Unfortunately, they 
could only manage a 
2.5-2.5 draw, as they did 
in the previous week 
against the Caerphilly 
Knights. 

Perhaps the most sig¬ 
nificant game involved 
Peter Watkins taking on 
Beryl Hughes. Last 
week Peter had the white 
pieces and won his 
game. 

This week the colours 
were reversed and Beryl 
took the honours. 

The third round in the 
Club Championship has 
just taken place. By now 
the stronger players 
should be playing one 
another, as they should 
have gleaned more 
points than the weaker 
players. 

The top three boards 
all ended in draws while 
the bottom four boards 
were all won by white. 

Lee Davis, Nigel 
Ralphs and Rhys Steele 
all have 2.5 out of three 
and lead the competition. 
Craig Woolcock is just 
behind on two points. 

Six players have 1.5 
points, including Kevin 


Gandy, Peter Watkins 
and Phil Jones, who are 
leading in the Plate. 

Kevin has drawn all 
of his three games after 
playing two of the high¬ 
er-ranked players and is 
perhaps the favourite to 
win the Plate. 

The Alec Wood 
Trophy is awarded annu¬ 
ally to the player whose 
grade has increased the 
most from July 1 to the 
AGM in June. 

It is usually won by 
junior players, as then- 
grading is more volatile. 
The winning grade 
increase varies between 
230 and an unlikely 596. 
The current leader has an 
increase of 175. 

It is pleasing to note 
that Barry has a repre¬ 
sentative near the top of 
the ratings. 

Rhys Steele, still a 
junior but only just, 
stands in sixth place with 
an increase of 117. 

Lee Davis is the top 
performing adult with an 
increase of 91 so far. 
There is still a long way 
to go before the Cup is 
awarded, so there is still 
time for a Barry player to 
shine. 

For more details visit 
our website http://bar 
rychessclub.yolasite. com 

The Barry Chess Club 
meets each Monday at 
their home venue of The 
West End Club, St 
Nicholas Road, Barry, 
CF62 6QY with matches 
starting at 7:30pm. New 
players of all ages and 
standards are welcomed. 

PJ 


DANCE CLUB MEMBERS 
ARE RECOGNISED FOR 
THEIR COMMITMENT 



The Barry-based ‘Local Motion ’ dance group has become the first sports club in the Vale 
to earn Disability Sport Wales ’ ‘Insport bronze level award’. 


THE Barry-based dance group ‘Local 
Motion’ has become the first sports club 
in the Vale to earn a special seal of 
approval for their efforts in promoting 
disability sport. 

Hot on the heels of the Paralympics, sports clubs 
across Wales have been encouraged to sign up to 
Disability Sport Wales’ new ‘Insport’ accreditation 
scheme to show how committed they are to provid¬ 
ing high quality disability sport opportunities. 

So far, there are 13 clubs in the Vale that have 
gained Insport recognition, and ‘Local Motion’ has 
become the first to attain the Insport bronze level 
award. 

The club, which receives funding from Children 
in Need, meets every Thursday at 5.30pm at The 
Hub in Barry and has around 10-15 members. 

Other local clubs such as Penarth Lawn Tennis 
Club, Barry and Vale Harriers Athletics, Vale Reds 


Evan’s double 


LLANCARFAN'S 
Evan Williams is 
the top trainer at 
Ludlow Racecourse 
and on Monday he 
brought his total of 
wins there in the 
past five seasons to 
42 when he took 
the opening maiden 
hurdle with four- 
year-old Zarzal and 
the novices’ handi¬ 
cap chase with five- 
year-old The 
Rockies to complete 
a 17-1 double. 

Both were ridden by 
stable jockey Paul 
Moloney. 

Be Bop Boru, trained 
by Aberthin’s Tim 
Vaughan, denied 
Williams a three-timer 
when finishing two and 
a quarter lengths ahead 
of his Devil’s Dyke in 
the National Hunt flat 
race. 

Be Bop Boru, who 


had been runner-up in 
his previous two starts, 
was ridden by Richard 
Johnson who earlier in 
the day had been suc¬ 
cessful on Carrigmorna 
King and Return Spring 
for Philip Hobbs. 

TIM’S NEWBURY 
WINNER 
Aberthin’s Tim 
Vaughan saddled a 
nice 12-1 winner at 
Newbury last Eriday 
when his Wings Of 
Smoke came home two 
lengths ahead of the 9- 
2 joint-favourite 
Ballywatt. 

Unfortunately, his 
Architrave couldn’t keep 
up the good work at 
Leicester on Sunday. 

Made an even money 
favourite, it could only 
finish third behind 
Reaction and The 
Society Man. 

BRIAN LEE 


Barrivale Bridge 
Club results 

BARRIVALE held its team champi¬ 
onship, for the David Martyn Cup, on 
consecutive Tuesdays, November 13 and 
20 . 

The winners, with 60 per cent, were Mark 
Roderick, Kay Dyer, Diana Kendrick, Mick 
Green and Mike Best. 

The Four Aces Trophy for less experienced 
teams was won by Ken Hannah, Reg Dyer, Tom 
Kendrick and Dave Thomas. 

New members are always welcome at Barrivale. 
If you would like to join telephone 01446 733425 
or 01446 418380 or call at the Pioneer Hall, Beryl 
Road Barry on Tuesdays at 7pm. 

MB 


Disability Football Team, Vale Allsports and the 
Glamorgan Anglers have all earned their ‘ribbon’ 
awards, and will now be aiming to achieve bronze, 
followed by the higher silver and gold levels of the 
scheme. 

Disability Sport Wales development officer 
Simon Jones, who is part of the Vale Council’s 
sports and play development team, said: “Insport 
aims to highlight the good practice of local sports 
clubs in doing all that they can to give everyone the 
chance to take part in sport. 

“It is recognition of a club’s commitment to being 
inclusive and providing a safe and supportive envi¬ 
ronment for sport.” 

Disability specific clubs and mainstream clubs 
alike can apply for Insport accreditation, and a num¬ 
ber of National Governing Bodies and organisations 
are going through the process at the moment too. 

To find out more about Insport, and the range of 
disability sport opportunities that are available 
locally, contact the Vale Council’s Disability Sport 
Wales development officer Simon Jones by calling 
01446 704728, or email sljones@valeofglamor- 
gan.gov.uk. 


Cowbridge darts 
league round-up 


THE Edmondes 
‘B’, last season 
champions, extend¬ 
ed their lead at the 
top of the table 
with a 9-0 victory 
over the 

Highwayman Inn 
on Tuesday 
November 27, the 
sixth league week 
of the season. 

Both teams in the 
chasing pack, Edmondes 
‘A and Llanharry, 
dropped points while 
winning narrowly 5-4 
against the Old Post 
Ladies and Farmers 
Arms respectively. 

In the other games, 
the Hare & Hounds, 
playing their first home 
game since it recently 
re-opened under new 
management, beat the 
White Lion 6-3 and the 
Cross Inn beat the Came 
Arms 5-4. 

Present league stand¬ 
ings, after six matches, 
are: Edmondes ‘B’ on 
41 points, Edmondes 


‘A’ and Llanharry on 32; 
Hare and Hound on 28, 
Farmers Arms on 25, 
Cross Inn on 22, Came 
Arms on 21, White Lion 
on 19, Old Post Ladies 
on 17 and Highwayman 
Inn on 15. 

The final league 
matches, week seven, 
before the Christmas 
break will be played on 
Tuesday, December 11. 

Farmers Arms host 
the Old Post Ladies, 
White Lion host the 
Edmondes ‘A, Cross 
Inn host Llanharry, 
Edmondes ‘B’ host the 
Hare & Hounds, and the 
Came Arms host the 
Highwayman Inn. 

All matches start at 
8.30pm and spectators 
are always welcome. 

For further informa¬ 
tion e-mail Paul at cow 
bridgedarts® google 
mail.com - up-to-date 
information can be 
found on the website: 
WWW. darts, apsn. co. uk. 

PT 


Bridge results 

COWBRIDGE and District 
(Llanblethian) Bridge Club results for 
Tuesday, November 27: 

1st Ann Miller and Judy Springett 60.1%; 2nd 
Ten Pollard and Anne Hughes 59.34%; 3rd= 

Pauline Lane and Hugh Williams; 3rd= Pat and 
Brian Swain; 5th= Luba Ashworth and Joan Bird; 
5th= Mearl Owen and Debbie Rosevear. 

ME 
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This Maserati is a beacon of light in bleak times 


I F Bentley and Maserati can experi¬ 
ence double digit growth during reces¬ 
sion, just imagine what could be 
achieved during more affluent times. 

Well, there’s good news, because according 
to the Office for National Statistics, the double 
dip recession is over in the UK after GDP hit 
one per cent in the third quarter. 

Yes, a whole percentage point folks; that 
will make the swelling ranks of the unem¬ 
ployed feel better then! 

No better time, though, to test a Maserati 
GranTurismo S, as owned by pop star Britney 
Spears. Other owners include Manchester 
City star Mario Balotelli, who famously gave 
his a matt finish. 

Arsenal defender Andre Santos also has one 
but he was arrested on suspicion of driving his 
dangerously following a 140mph police chase. 

That is a lesson to us all because the unique 
selling point of a Maserati is that it is a road 
going racing car at a pretty reasonable price 


MKDTOMN© with 
TIM SAUNDERS 


CAR HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


Ford Foeuft 
FCPd FoC4#» 




rcrd 

Tnmtpodar 

9MtlminlbuMd 


(01656) 

•660160 

Fui on our wtimiin 

v/w wick van co.uk 


(between £83,000 and a £111,000) when you 
consider the cost of an actual racing car. 

Any vehicle is a lethal weapon but the 
Maserati GTS is in a league of its own mean¬ 
ing that its pilot carries with them massive 
responsibility. 

The temptation to fioor this beast (and that 
grille does literally make it look like a mon¬ 
ster) at every opportunity is immense. 
Therefore, young owners need to be particu¬ 
larly careful when behind the wheel. 

“There’s little skill required in driving such 
a car,” says a long in the tooth motoring hack, 
eyeing the six-speed automatic gearbox. 

“You don’t even need to think about chang¬ 
ing gear, which is why it appeals to mindless 
footballers...” 

That’s perhaps a little unfair and I detect a 
hint of jealousy as I show him round the 
pearlescent white GTS. It is possible to drive it 
as a manual, thanks to the paddle shifts either 
side of the steering wheel. 

Maserati is a responsible manufacturer, 
offering driving courses for both owners and 
enthusiasts. 

For sheer seat of the pants driving and gut 
wrenching G-force it takes much to beat a 
Maserati. Add the unmistakable throaty roar 
of the dual exhausts and the rumble this brute 
produces it is no surprise that Maserati has 
been a beacon of light during the bleak slump. 
Watch the video at www.testdrives.biz. 

It has unmistakable presence and style, 
work colleagues all agreeing that “it looks far 
more attractive than any Ferrari”. 

Parkers, the car experts, writes: “More 
than 60 years ago, the idea of slotting a racing 
car engine under the bonnet of a road-going 
model led Maserati to create its first 
GranTurismo model. 

“The dream and the name have lived on 
through the years and the latest rendition - 
another masterpiece of design from 
Pininfarina - won instant acclaim when it was 
launched at the end of 2007. 



ABOVE: 

The Maserati GranTurismo S. 

“It is hardly surprising that this 
GranTurismo has customers queuing around 
the world. Arguably the most attractive car of 
its kind currently available, it oozes the opu¬ 
lence and feel of a thoroughbred and presents 
stiff opposition to the evergreen Porsche 9II 
and the revitalized Jaguar XKR. 

“With 433bhp available from its 4.7-litre 
V8, performance is exhilarating.” 

This Italian stallion tugs at the heartstrings 
and has the uncanny ability of showing its 
driver the full range of emotions from excite¬ 
ment to absolute fear. 

The latter is not through reckless driving 
either but worry of breaking down. I alter the 
position of the steering wheel using the little 
joystick to the left of it. 

Starting the engine, my heart sinks as the 
fuel gauge needle, which usually moves 
upwards, stays in its place at empty. 

“Oh that’s all I need,” I shout. 

“What’s the problem?” my wife questions. 

“Someone has stolen our fuel,” I reply. 

Neither of us has our mobile phones so the 
only thing to do is drive to the nearest petrol 
station and hope we make it. During the 
course of the journey, my intelligent, rational 
wife, successful at problem solving, notices 
that neither the speedometer or the rev count¬ 
er are working. 

“I think moving the steering wheel has 
caused this problem,” she says. 

Sure enough, when we pull into a layby and 


I re-position it and re-insert the key into the 
ignition, the fuel gauge needle lifts and the 
other dials miraculously work. 

My driving pleasure restored and my wife’s 
halo polished, we drive off into the distance. 
Not even this experience detracts from the 
overall pleasure of a Maserati. 

It’s like a temperamental lover, but you 
know that life without them is just not worth 
living, which brings me to handing the key 
back to Alan, the helpful delivery driver. 

You wouldn’t know it to look at him, but he 
can pull a mean headlock. 

New price range: £83,305 - £111,160. 

Engine: 4.7-litre V8. 

0-60mph: 4.7secs. 

Top speed: I83mph. 

Power: 433bhp. 

Valves: 32. 

Fuel tank: 86 litres (18.9 gallons) = 320 
miles to a tank. 

Economy: I7mpg. 

Watch the video at: www.testdrives.biz. 




LANDOW 



' Van Sales-Spares-Repairs 

' Van MOT Preparation 

' Vehicle Recovery- 
Collection and Delivery 


Tel: 01446 793550 or 793540 
Mobile: 07810 350433 

Llandow Trading Estate, CF71 7PB 


r 


EXHAUSTS • TYRES • BATTERIES • AxA TYRES • SHOCKS • BFtAKES • MOT’S • DISCS • SERVICING 


ARE YOU READY FOR WINTER? 

PUASE CALL IN FOR YOUR FREE WINTER SAFETY CHECK 
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HIGH SCORES FOR 
GOLFING FARMERS! 



THE monthly meet¬ 
ing of the 
Glamorgan 
Farmers’ Golf 
Society was held last 
Thursday at Radyr 
Golf Cluh, Cardiff, 
kindly sponsored hy 
Cowbridge estate 
agents Herbert R 
Thomas & Co Ltd. 

A feature of the day’s 
event that attracted 39 
competitors were indi¬ 
vidual performances by 
Colwinston farmer Clive 
Edwards and also Robert 
Calcaterra, a senior part¬ 
ner of the day’s sponsors. 

Clive Edwards’ win¬ 
ning score of 40 stable- 
ford points, including 26 
on the front nine, easily 
won the members’ sec¬ 
tion with Neil McLean, 
scoring a very impressive 
36 points, having to settle 
for second place. 

Clive Thomas, with 32 
points, finished third and 
Keith Davies, with 31 
points, fourth. 

Robert Calcaterra 
once again collected first 


prize in the guest section 
with 38 points - two 
ahead of Dan Jarvis, who 
finished runner up. 
Martin McGranghan fin¬ 
ished third with 35 
points. 

The handicaps of both 
Clive Edwards and 
Robert Calcaterra were 
the subject of much dis¬ 
cussion at the 19th hole, 
with both players accept¬ 
ing severe reductions for 
the next 12 months were 
necessary. 

Nearest the pin on the 
Llanerch Vineyard and 
Restaurant-sponsored par 
three holes were Neil 
McLean, Dan Jarvis, 
Robert Calcaterra, Keith 
Gibson and Barrie 
MeUiuish. 

Society president 
Geraint Davies hit the 
longest drive on the 
selected hole to win the 
Bear Hotel, Cowbridge- 
sponsored prize and Jim 
Hayes returned home 
with the Premier Turf- 
sponsored bottle of 
whisky when correctly 
guessing 37 balls would 
fail to return home, rais¬ 


ing £70 for the 
Bamardo’s Charity. 

The society’s next 
meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, December 20 
at RAE St Athan Golf 
Club. 

TMcC 


Winning golfers 
Robert Calcaterra, 
Neil McLean, Clive 
Edwards, sponsor 
Andrew Thomas, 
Clive Thomas and 
captain Lyn Thomas 


Llantwit Major under- 
13s battle to victory 


LLANTWIT 
MAJOR under-13s 
faced St Josephs, a 
fixture that has 
been closely fought 
in previous encoun¬ 
ters. 

St Josephs’ more 
composed play resulted 
in the first try, run in by 
their very strong inside 
centre, which was duly 
converted. 

Normally this sees the 
boys lose heart, howev¬ 
er, the boys drew from 
this setback, and from 
the restart kept their 
heads and set out to dis¬ 
rupt the St Joe’s attack 


with a more pressurised 
defence. 

Hard work from for¬ 
wards Kieran Eox and 
Lewis Sutton and ever- 
scavenging centre, 
Steffan Bugler (who has 
only this season moved 
from flanker to centre) 
created cracks in the St 
Joe’s previously strong 
handling. 

Slow progress was 
ever being made by 
Llantwit and eventually 
they found themselves 
within striking distance. 

Ben Burrows spread 
the ball wide and good 
accurate passing through 
centres and winger 
Harry Lovell saw full 


back Saul Connelly slide 
over the line. 

Lor a while Llantwit 
were in the ascendency, 
however a small knock 
on followed by a missed 
tackle lead to St Joe’s 
once again pulling ahead 
with a try just before 
half-time. 

The second half saw 
the boys playing down¬ 
hill and No8 Burbidge 
burst through three tack¬ 
les before outpacing the 
St Joe’s winger to score 
under the posts, allowing 
flanker Declan an easy 
conversion, taking the 
teams level. 

The Llantwit backs 
felt the need to get in on 


Hard-fought win for the 
Cowbridge under-12s 


LAST Sunday, 

Cowbridge under-12s 
enjoyed a hard fought 14- 
5 win away at Rumney. 

The Cowbridge forwards 
were considerably smaller than 
their opponents’ pack, who 
played to their strengths 
throughout the game, never let¬ 
ting the ball go outside their 
much bigger pack. 

The game’s first try came 
from a clearing kick by the 
Cowbridge 10, Evan Thomas; 
Harry Ridge and Tom 
Humphreys produced a great 
chase, forcing the Rumney full 
back into a turnover. 

loan Williams fed Sam 


Green, who outpaced the cover¬ 
ing Rumney defence to score. I 
Williams converted the try. 

The game’s second try also 
came from a clearing kick, this 
time from Ed Lewis the 
Cowbridge full back. The 
Rumney full back had no option 
but to simply kick the ball out of 
play for a Cowbridge lineout 
five metres out from his own 
line. 

The forwards called a train¬ 
ing ground lineout move which 
worked superbly well. 

Ruben Williams, the power¬ 
ful Cowbridge No8, took the 
back ball peel and ran into the 
heart of the Rumney defence. 


Just before contact he offloaded 
to Harry Ridge who, with a 
great dummy and sidestep at 
pace, found himself under the 
posts for a well-worked team 
try; I Williams converted for 14- 
0 . 

The Rumney team had their 
fair share of possession and ter¬ 
ritory and scored their try from a 
scrum just outside the 
Cowbridge 22. Their No8 
picked up at the base of the 
scrum, and outpaced the 
Cowbridge back row to take on 
the Cowbridge backs. 

Some great tackling and 
defence kept the Rumney pack 
out but eventually they man¬ 


aged to cross the Cowbridge 
line in the corner. 

The second half saw 
Cowbridge show their team 
spirit and fantastic attitude 
towards defence. Time and time 
again the Rumney forwards bat¬ 
tered their way towards the 
Cowbridge line, only to be kept 
out at the very last metre. 

All 15 Cowbridge boys put 
their bodies on the line for the 
whole of the second half in 
order to maintain their unbeaten 
record. A great win, with great 
team spirit and determination 
against one of the biggest sides 
the boys will play. GJ 


the act with some very 
good handling out to 
wing Rhys Richards. 

With territory gained 
and building on this 
charge forward, the ball 
was then moved to the 
other wing through new 
centre Lewis Godwin 
and returning fly half 
Lewis Brown, allowing 
Harry Bligh to score in 
his debut game. 

St Joe’s came back to 
score and make the 
game even. Determined 
not to let all the hard 
work they put in go to 
waste, from the kick-off 
Ollie Conway and James 
Broderick chased and 
through the hands of 
Burbidge, the ball went 
to Jake Peers. 

Peers then went on a 
rampage, tearing down 
the pitch, but instead of 
heading for the safety of 
the comer he turned and 
headed in for the posts. 

Inches from the try 
line he was tackled and 
in going to ground he 
passed the ball into the 
safe hands of Grice, who 
went over to score under 
the posts, which was 
easily converted by 
Brown. 

Final score: 24-19. 

Man of the match 
went to newcomer Harry 
Bligh. We would like to 
thank Martin Pilcher for 
refereeing a hard fought 
game and coaches Andy 
Nichol and Josh Austin. 

MC 



04 04 AUDI A3 3.2 V6 Quattro Sport 3-Dr. 
Black, Sat Nav, FSH, 6 Speed, Alloys, 
Bluetooth. 1/2 Black Leather, 73k. 


£5,490 


09 59 PEUGEOT 207 1.6 HDi 90S 
5-Dr Estate. Red, Diesel, 1 Owner, 
FSH, Air Con, Alloys, 65k. 


£5,990 



09 59 VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi 16v SRI 
(150). Silver, Diesel, Exterior Pack, FSH, 
MFSW, 6 Speed, Alloys, CD Player, 32k. 


£8,490 



07 57 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE-^ 
5-Dr. Blue, FSH, Air Con, Very Low 
Insurance Group, 40k. 


£2,990 


07 57 RANGE ROVER 3.6 TDV 8 Vouge 4-Dr. Grey, 
Diesel, FSH, Beige Leather, Sat Nav, Biuetooth, 
Parking Sensors & Camera, 79k & Much More. 



06 06 RANGER ROVER VOGUE 3.0 TDV 6 Black, 
Diesel, Auto, Sat Nav, Full Beige Leather Heated Seats, 
21 Inch Alloys PaiWng Censos & Camera, 58k& Much More 


£17,990 


04 54 RENAULT Megane 2.0 VVT 
Dynamique 2-Dr. Green, Full Green Leather, 
Alloys, CD Player, Air Con, E/WIndows, 76k. 


£3,590 


08 58 VOLVO S40 2.0 DSE 4-Dr. Blue 
Powershift, Diesel, FSH, Alloys, MFSW, 
Climate Control, 82k. 


£7,790 



03 03 PEUGEOT 3071.4 Rapier 3-Dr. Red, 
Alloys, Air Con, CD Player, E/WIndows, 
C/LockIng, 75k. 


£2,290 


73^555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk 


09 59 VW Transporter 1.9TDi PD 84PS. 
White, Diesel, Alloys, Fully Carpeted, 
Bulk Head, 6 Seats, 104k. 


I_ £8,990 + vat 

SAT NAVS 

CF63 2NW 
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57 MERCEDES C320 
Diesel Sport Auto 

white with black leather, 33,000 miles 

£17,995 


59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport 


In Yellow, 15,000 miles. Air Con, CD etc. 
£30 rood tax. 


£7,995 



lOVWFox 1.2 
Urban 

Red, 32,000 miles, 

1 local owner 

£5,495 



11 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 
CDTi EFIex 

White, 25,000 miles, sporty looks, 
low running costs 

£10,995 



09 FORD Ka Studio 
(New Shape) 

Met blue, 15,000 miles, FSH, 

£5,495 



58 VOLVO C30 Sport 2.0 Diesel 

Met blue with black/cream leather, 

38,000 miles 

£9,995 

JUST A SELECTION 

09 BMW X5 X-Drive 35 Diesel M-Sport. In white, with 
tan leather, 40,000 miles, 1 owner, huge specification 

.£29,995 

59 BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto. Met blue with white 
leather, 39,000 miles, £7,500 of extras when new . . . 

.£17,995 

57 MERCEDES C320 Diesel Sport Auto. In white, 
with black leather, 33,000 miles, pan roof, sat nav etc 

.£17,995 

11 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 CDTi EFIex. In white, 25,000 
miles, sporty looks, low running costs.£10,995 

58 VOLVO C30 Sport 2.0 Diesel in met blue with 

black/cream leather, 38,000 miles.£9,995 

58 VW Golf 1.9TDi Match 5-dr in met black, 43,000 mile 

diesel with multispoke alloys.£8,995 

04 BMW X3 2.5 Sport Auto in met blue with beige 
leather. 59,000 miles. Panoramic roof, etc . . . .£8,995 
10 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SE Auto. In met blue, 38,000 
miles, host of extras .£7,995 

59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport in yellow, 15,000 miles, a/c, cd, 

etc, £30 road tax, low insurance.£7,995 

08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 Diesel (Face Lift). In black, 

71,000 miles, fantastic value.£7,995 

08 FORDC-Max Zetec 1.6 Diesel in met blue, 51,000 
miles.£7,695 

10 RENAULT Clio 1.21 Music 5-dr (100). In bright met 

green, 23,000 miles, 1 owner.£6,995 

09 VW Golf 1.9 TDi SE Estate. In silver, FSH, fantastic 

value, new shape at .£6,995 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Design 5-dr Automatic. Met 
grey, 20,000 miles.£6,495 

58 VW Golf 1.9 TDi Match 5-dr. In silver, 86121 miles, 

a/c, alloys etc .£6,995 

57 SKODA Superb V6 Elegance Auto. In met grey with 

full leather, 16,000 miles, sat nav.£6,995 

56 JAGUAR XType 2 litre diesel SE. In met silver with 
beige leather trim, 73,000 miles , sat nav .... £6,495 

59 PEUGEOT 207 1.4XE 5-dr in black, 23,000 miles £5,995 

59 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 Verve 3-dr. In black, 19,000 miles, 

1 owner.£5,995 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 T2 5-dr. In silver, 25,000 miles, low 

insurance .£5,995 

08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Design 5-dr Automatic. In 

met grey, 21,512 miles .£5,795 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Design 5-dr. In ice blue, 

41,000 miles, low insurance .£5,695 

11 KIA Picanto 1.0 Space 5-dr. In silver, 10,000 miles, 

low insurance .£5,495 

10 VW Fox 1.2 Urban. In red, 32,000 miles, 1 local owner 
with e/w, c/I.£5,495 

60 VW Fox (55) 1.2 3-dr. In silver, 21,000 miles, low 

insurance .£5,495 

09 NISSAN Micra 1.4 Convertible. In silver, 1 local 

owner, only.£5,495 

09 FORD Ka Studio (New Shape). In met blue, 15,000 

miles, FSH .£5,495 

08 DODGE 2.0 Caliber SXT Auto. In silver, 32,000 miles, 
fantastic value.£5,495 


08 FORD C-Max Zetec 
1.6 Diesel 

Met blue, 51,000 miles 

£7,695 

OF OUR STOCK... 

57 NISSAN Note 1.4 Acenta. In black, 29,000 miles, 

superb throughout.£5,495 

55 VW Passat HighlineTDi 10 Diesel Estate. In black, 
58,000 miles, with black leather .£5,495 

58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Styie Ciimate 3-dr. In metallic red, 

48,000 miles.£4,995 

57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 Diesel Design 3-dr. In met 

grey, 1 owner .£4,995 

08 CITROEN C3 1.4 ‘Cachet’. In silver, 15,000 miles, 1 

owner.£4,995 

07 HYUNDAI Coupe 1.6 III. In electric blue, 48,000 miles, 
1 owner, sports coupe .£4,995 

55 TOYOTA Corolla CLR 2.0 Diesel 5-dr. In 

platinum metallic, 62,000 miles.£4,995 

53 MERCEDES 320 CLK Auto Avantgarde. In ice blue, 

full leather trim, stylish sports coupe at.£4,995 

03 MINI Cooper Automatic. In met red, 73,000 miles, 

host of extras .£3,995 

X MERCEDES 320 SLK Auto. In electric blue with full 

leather trim, 82,000 miles, convertible at.£4,495 

07 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Life Automatic Estate. In 
blue, 26,000 miles, 1 owner .£3,995 

59 CHEVROLET Aveo 12LS 5-dr. In silver, 21,000 mile 

hatch, a/c, cd etc .£3,995 

56 NISSAN Micra 1.4 Sport 3-Dr. In silver, 38,000 miles, 

with air con, alloys etc.£3,995 

55 FORD C-Max 2.0 Ghia Auto. In met grey, 71,000 
miles, fantastic value at.£3,995 

58 DAIHATSU Sirion 1.0S+ 5-dr. In silver, low 

insurance + £30 road tax, with sun roof .£3,795 

55 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 5-Dr. In met red, 64,000 

miles, air con, alloys etc.£3,795 

05 CITROEN C4 Diesel 1.6 VTR Coupe. In met blue, 

74,000 miles.£3,795 

04 HONDA Civic 1.6 Sport 3-dr. In silver, a/c, cd, alloys, 
local car .£3,295 

53 VW Golf 1.4 Match 5-dr. In met BRG, 63,000 miles, 

low insurance .£2,995 

03 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.9 diesel 3-dr. In yellow, 

88,000 miles, fantastic MPG.£2,995 

S BMW Z3 1.9 Convertible in silver with black leather, 

18 inch alloys, etc.£2,995 

55 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamique. in silver, 49,000 

miles, S/R, alloys.£2,995 

04 SMART City Puise Automatic. In red/black, two tone, 
£30 road tax.£2,795 

52 PEUGEOT 206 Convertible. In met blue/black, 

leather, 46,000 miles, 1 owner .£2,695 

05 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamique 5-dr. In black, low 

mileage, low insurance.£2,695 

55 HYUNDAI Accent 1.3 GSi 5-dr. In black, 75,000 
miles.£2,495 

54 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamique 3-dr. In met red, 

58,000 miles, low insurance .£2,495 

53 PEUGEOT 206 GTi in ice blue met, 70,000 miles with 

a/c, cruise control, cd .£2,495 


08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 
Diesel (Face Lift) 

Black, 71,000 miles, fantastic value 

£7,995 



09 BMW X5 X-Drive 35 
Diesel M-Sport 

In white with tan leather, 40,000 miles, 
1 owner, huge specification 

£29,995 



07 HYUNDAI Coupe 1.6 III 

In electric blue, 48,000 miles, 1 owner, 
sports coupe 

£4,995 



10 RENAULT Clio 
1.2i Music 

Bright met green, 23,000 miles, 1 owner 

£6,995 



04 SMART City Pulse 
Automatic 

Red/black two tone, £30 road lax 

£2,795 


RBC 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

Just a small sefection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


RBC 

WARRANTIES 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAIIABU • All CARS HPi ClIAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • AU. MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 



MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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Thursday, December 6th, 2012 


AS WELSH PLAYERS COME TO TERMS WITH AUTUMN WHITEWASH... 


Suddenly, Six Nations could be 
make or break for Lions’ hopes 



LEFT: 
Kurtley Beale’s 
last-minute try, 
which broke the 
hearts of 
a Welsh team 
that thought 
this time it had 
the game won. 

RIGHT: 

A depressingly 
familiar sight 
this autumn. 


D evastated Welsh 

rugby fans leaving the 
Millennium Stadium in 
Cardiff on Saturday, after see¬ 
ing victory again snatched 
away, literally at the last 
minute, by the men in gold 
from Oz, should not really 
have been surprised - given 
the history of cliff-edge out¬ 
comes between the two sides. 

In fact, it dated all the way back 
to December 12,1908, three years 
after the first touring All Blacks had 
left for home, when the ‘First 
Wallabies’ arrived in Wales on their 
inaugural overseas tour; during 
which they won 24 of 35 ‘friendly’ 
matches - beating England 13-9 and, 
bizarrely, Cornwall (32-3) for a gold 
medal in the 1908 London Olympics 
- they were the only two teams 
entered] 

Union chiefs back home in Oz 
were keen for the tour team to have 
‘box office value’ and instructed 
their bemused players to perform a 
‘native war cry’ before kick-off, a la 
the All Blacks’ Haka! 

This hilariously backfired against 
Cardiff RFC, when contemporary 
reports stated that skipper Percy 
Bush rushed on to the pitch waving 
a sword and shield! {One wonders 
how New Zealanders would react 
nowadays to a similar response to 
their revered Haka!) 

When the First Wallabies lined up 
against Grand Slam Wales at Cardiff 


BACK PAGE 
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by Don John 

Arms Park on that historic day in 
1908, they were finally edged out 9-6. 

Was history about to repeat itself, 
104 years and 36 meetings later, as 
the two locked horns again in 
Cardiff last weekend - even though 
the pendulum had swung the other 
way since Wales’ first Golden Age, 
and after the 1970s Superstars had 
left the world stage? 

Before Saturday, the playing record 
read: Australia 24, Wales 10, with one 
match drawn (29-29 in 2006). 

Yes, there had been other periodic 
Welsh highlights, such as the 22-21 
third place play-off win in the 1987 
Rugby World Cup, and two victories 
during Grand Slam years 2005 (24- 
22) and 2008 (21-18). 

But the latter were the only suc¬ 
cesses in 22 clashes since 1991 and 
the Wallabies arrived at the 
Millennium Stadium confident of 
extending this record, after seven 
close-fought wins over Wales since 
2009, including last year’s 21-18 
RWC third place play-off in New 
Zealand and the three summer tests 
in Australia (27-19, 25-23, 20-19). 

For a depleted, misfiring Welsh 
side who had already lost three 
autumn tests, it was more than just 
another chance to stop the rot - a 
win was seen as crucial to maintain 
their IRB ranking and 
avoid an unfavourable 
draw at the 2015 Rugby 
World Cup, due to be 
announced just two days 
later. 

(As it turned out, sur¬ 
prise, surprise... Wales 
have drawn arguably the 
toughest group, having to 
face the host team 
England and, inevitably, 
Australia again!) 

Within minutes of the 
start, the injury jinx that 
has decimated the Welsh 
squad and had forced Ian 
Evans to pull out and be 
replaced by Blues’ Lou 
Reed, struck again when 
second row partner Luke 
Charteris, took a heavy 
blow and was unable to 
come out for the second 
half. 

This unhinged the 
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Welsh lineout which began to severe¬ 
ly malfunction and, with Australia 
stepping up pressure on the Welsh 
defence, outside half Kurtley Beale 
failed with a penalty attempt, mak¬ 
ing amends with another kick from 
halfway after a promising Welsh 
move had come to nothing. 

Man-of-the-match Leigh 
Halfpenny equalised with a similar 
long range effort and with outside 
half Rhys Priestland showing 
glimpses of returning to form with 
some accurate touch finders, Welsh 
pressure saw Halfpenny step up 
again to edge his team 6-3 ahead 
with another well-taken penalty. 

In an increasingly scrappy, high 
energy low skills encounter, with 
aimless aerial punts whizzing back 
and fore, this narrow lead was can¬ 
celled out by another penalty from 
halfway by Beale, after Wales had 
had a try disallowed that would have 
put a little more daylight between 
the two sides. 

Beale missed a chance to kick his 
team into the lead, but was success¬ 
ful when Wales conceded another 
penalty five minutes later. 

On the stroke of halftime, the oth¬ 
erwise immaculate Halfpenny failed 
to land a penalty, and Wales were 6- 
9 adrift when play resumed, though 
holding their own against opponents 
who looked anything but one of the 
top three teams in the world. 

Wales gained heart with a penalty 
award at the scrum - and this time 
Halfpenny made no mistake. When 
the full back followed it with a 
fourth penalty on the hour to put 
Welsh noses again in front, and 
Australia missed with a penalty of 
their own, the crowd began to hope 
that this time they would not be 
deprived of a hard won victory 
which would also preserve that vital 
IRB top eight ranking. 

And so it looked as full time 
approached, with Wales seemingly in 
control and the Wallabies literally 
penned into a corner on their own 
line. 

Alas, just we have seen all too 
often lately - notably in the three 
tests Down Under - frustratingly, 
Wales let a victory that was there for 
the taking slip through their fingers 
right at the death. 

In the blink of an eye, and with just 
half a minute to go, the embattled 
Wallabies turned desperate defence 


into a breakaway try scored by Beale, 
despite a typically courageous rear¬ 
guard tackle by Halfpenny, who was 
injured in the process. (He was taken 
to hospital but thankfully was dis¬ 
charged the next day). 

In the wake of the 12-14 defeat, the 
Welsh camp were left to ponder on a 
bleak autumn campaign, not helped 
by the crippling effect of a catalogue 
of injuries, loss of form and unavail¬ 
ability of frontline players that would 
have taxed even those nations with 
much greater playing resources. 

However, that cannot be the whole 
explanation for below-par displays 
that have turned widely-applauded 
European champions into a team now 
out of the top eight in the world. 

There is no doubt that the squad 
has also suffered from the partial 
absence of head coach Warren 
Gatland, first (unavoidably) through 
injury and then because of Lions’ 
duties, which will now take him away 
for the whole of the Six Nations in 
2013. 

The onus now falls on assistant 
coaches, who inevitably lack his 
charismatic influence on the squad, to 
rebuild morale in the wake 
of a depressing series of 
heartbreaking defeats, in 
time for a Six Nations cam¬ 
paign that will have a pro¬ 
found bearing on selection 
for the British & Irish 
Lions’ tour to Australia. 

It had hitherto been 
assumed that the Lions’ 
squad would be dominated 
by a large Welsh contin¬ 
gent, but England’s shock 
38-21 demolition of the All 
Blacks at jubilant 
Twickenham on Saturday, 
and Irish resurgence, may 
well cause this to be drasti¬ 
cally revised. 

In contrast, the Wales 
team’s continuing inability 
to close out tight games 
when victory is in their 
grasp has become a major 
cause for concern in the 
camp. 

One thing is for sure, 
leading Welsh players now 
know that the Six Nations 
has taken on a more crucial 
significance in terms of 
selection for the Lions ’ tour, 
and (looking much further 


ABOVE: 

Leigh Halfpenny, fearless 
in defence and Wales’ chief 
points scorer this autumn. 

ahead) the phased build-up to the next 
Rugby World Cup on ‘home’ soil. 


GOLF GIFT VOUCHERS 
‘Natural Golf Lessons’ 

at St Andrews Major Golf Club with 

JOHN HASTINGS 

(PGA Professional) 


SPECIAL OFFERS 


3 X 30 Min Lessons. £50 

6 X 30 Min Lessons.£85 

6 X 40 Min Lessons. £120 

9 Hole playing Lesson . £50 

6x30 Min Junior Golf Lessons. £75 


NATURAL GOLF LESSONS 
MAKES LEARNING EASIER 

“From a struggling 36 handicapper to a winner of three 
competitions in one season thanks to John's Natural Golf 
lessons” Mrs A Blackburn, Dinas Powys G.C. 

“My golf game has been totally transformed after only six 
lessons due to John's Natural Golf teaching method... 
highly recommended. ” Dr J Stevens, Cardiff 

Contact John on 07761 137265 

orhastings328@btinternet.com 
Website natural-golf.co.uk or 
standrewsmajorgolfclub.com 

Vouchers can be sent, delivered or collectedly 












































